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JULY MEETING

Fascinating excursion into
pharmaceutical history

I

N front of a meeting that broke
BY
two records—around a dozen
Bernie Driessen
descendants of one ancestor present;
and more medical professionals in the
room than ever before—James Delahunty kept 120
attendees enthralled with his account of pharmacy in
Brisbane.
Many of those at the meeting would
have remembered James as the ‘Ekka
Pharmacist’, as that was a position he
held for 29 years, up until 2000. He has
owned nearly 20 pharmacies, either
outright or in partnership, including
one of the first online pharmacies in
Australia: <www.chemistaustralia>.
James has lectured many a
pharmacy student and along the
way honed an interest in pharmacy
history. Through this he has built
up a remarkable collection of
antique pharmacy items which he
displayed for our edification and
amazed amusement.
The subject of his talk was
Moses Ward, who started
business as a chemist and dentist
in Ann Street, Fortitude Valley,
in 1862, after leaving his former
home of Devonshire, England. His
Apothecaries Hall still functions,
retaining something of its original
character by ‘dispensing custom
drinks – a remedy for all that ails you.’
By 1875 Mr Ward had moved to
Queen Street where he advertised as a
wholesale druggist as well as a familydispensing chemist and dentist. Early advertisements
stated that he was the sole agent for Ashton and
Parson’s Homeopathic Medicines. He was also a
purveyor of popular carbonated drinks and Ceylon
tea.
Several of Mr Ward’s relatives who were at the
meeting had followed in his footsteps as either
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dentists, pharmacists or chemists. During the lively
question time following Mr Delahunty’s address,
a query was raised as to the distinction between
a chemist and a pharmacist. The following might
clarify. A chemist walks into a drug store and asks the
pharmacist, “Do you have any acetylsalicylic acid?”
“You mean aspirin?” asked the pharmacist. “That’s it,
I can never remember that word.”
Moses Ward carried on in his business very
successfully for about 20 years, acquiring a
considerable sum out of the profits of his business
and judicious land speculation. He also invested
sizeable sums in various public companies,
including the Metropolitan Tramway and
Investment Co. Limited which
planned a city
network of horsedrawn trams.
The severe
depression,
culminating in
the banking and
commercial crisis
of 1893, saw him
lose a lot of money.
In addition, he had
purchased the West
Moreton Coal Mine
which operated at a loss.
In 1895, he applied for
a certificate of insolvency
with the Supreme Court.
Once retired, Mr and
Mrs Ward went to live in
Hobart where Moses died
in 1914.
If Moses Ward were
alive today, we would
probably prescribe
something for his unusually high energy levels.
As well as being a successful businessman and
entrepreneur, he loved to travel and actively
encouraged UK migrants to our state. He remains a
colourful and accomplished character born of the
folklore of early Queensland history.
Sincere thanks to James for his superb talk, and
for organising such substantial lucky door prizes.

Anticipate the dif ficult by managing the easy… (Lao Tzu)
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Ross Garnett

Are you tempted to volunteer?

W

HEN my youngest daughter was in high
school, I went to my first-ever parent meeting.
It happened to be the AGM of the parent music
support group, and, would you believe, I came home
president of the group!
The August meeting is the
Annual General Meeting of the
Historical Society and I promise
you that you won’t be pressured
into taking on a committee role
if you come along. On the other
hand, perhaps you’re thinking
that now is the time to contribute
to the Society by being a member
of the committee. Please don’t
wait to be asked… We won’t
think you pushy if you willingly
volunteered without being invited!
You are most welcome to talk to
any member of the committee if
you wish to know more about this.
I well remember the wharves at
Teneriffe when I was growing up
in New Farm – a place where the

Saturday 26th August, 2 pm

Speaker: Lesley Synge

• Wharfie: W
al Stubbings
• Militant w
harfie in
Brisbane
• Under surv
eillance by
ASIO
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local lads would play. The word ‘wharfie’ was often
in the news as militant groups of men fought for their
rights.
It would be great to have some wharfies at our
next meeting when we hear the story of one militant
man, so please invite anyone you know who worked
on the wharves, particularly if
they were at Teneriffe. I am
sure they will also have
many stories to tell about
being a Waterside Worker.
I hope to see you at the
meeting on 26th August.
The AGM will take just a
few minutes at the start of
the meeting at 2 pm and
then Brisbane writer and
award-winning novelist
Lesley Synge (Cry Ma Ma
to the Moon) shares this
life story on behalf of Wal
Stubbings and his family.
No easy job: Waterside workers
at Mercantile Wharf, Vernon
Terrace — opposite presentday Winchcombe Carson
Woolstore.
Ewe-Beaudy!: Last
month’s newsletter
featured Stuart
Wallace in a
unique woollen
outfit. Since then,
we’ve heard from
the suit’s creator,
society member
Christopher
Derrick (pictured
right). There was
nothing sheepish
about Chris’s
initiative when
he dreamed up
the appropriate
garb for making
a splash at
the very first
Teneriffe Festival.
Unknown
to anyone,
Christopher
plotted his
‘Sheepman’
creation before
parading it so as
to highlight the
Festival’s primary theme of Wool, which once dominated the
area’s history. The suit worked a treat!

A j o ur n e y of a thou s and mi les must begin with a single step… (Lao Tzu)
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Snapshot of a wharfie…

W

HARFIE is the title of Lesley Synge’s profile of
Wal Stubbings (1913-2014) who was born in
Tasmania in 1913 and moved to Brisbane in the war
years and worked on the wharves. Militant workers
like him were demonised and accused of wrecking
the country.

CAN YOU HELP?

Identifying men from B&B Newstead

B

EVERLY ISEDALE, archivist for Chermside and
Districts Historical Society, forwarded the photo
above of the WWI Honour Board from Brown &
Broad, house builders, once of Breakfast Creek
Road, Newstead.
“The board is in excellent condition,” said
Beverley, despite the fact that it was reportedly
found at the local tip by a member of that society.
Brown & Broad were sawmillers, general
hardware merchants and builders in Newstead
from around 1912. They also had a division called
Newstead Homes, a partly-constructed example of
which was shown at the 1926 Brisbane Exhibition
(right). The price of the finished house was £330,
and terms were such that ‘anyone can own one’.
By 1928, the firm had constructed over 2000 homes
in Brisbane and throughout the state.
From information kindly supplied by researcher
Charlie Nolan, it’s possible to provide details
about one name on the board. George Watt was a
clerk who gave his age as 39. He had two bites at

In 1963, Wal Stubbings travelled
to Russia and met Khrushchev, Yuri
Gagarin and Castro.
Come and find out more about
Wal on Saturday 26 August when
Lesley Synge addresses the
Society’s meeting at Merthyr Road
Uniting Church Centre, 2-4pm. All
are welcome.
the enlistment cherry. He was living in
South Brisbane with his married sister
Mrs Margaret Grant Brown (wife of
Alexander Henderson Brown) when he
enlisted in 1915. He went overseas but
was discharged in March 1918 (being
‘over age’) and was allocated a pension.
Three months later, he re-enlisted as
‘George Allison’, giving his age as
39 years and 4 months, and again
travelled overseas before being
finally discharged in Brisbane in
September 1919.
Subsequent research may show
whether his sister, Mrs Alec Brown,
was related by marriage to George
Brown, one of the owners of
Brown and Broad.
Charlie Nolan, who wrote
the article “When is a WWI
‘Local’, a Local?” in the June
issue of this newsletter, has pointed
out that there are three WWI lists in this area:
Booroodabin and New Farm Bowls Club, as well as
New Farm State School.
“If someone from your Society wished to take on
the project of identifying names on these or other
local boards from WWI,” he said, “then I would be
prepared to assist and share information.”
Would you like to participate in this project?
Do you recognise any of the names on this honour
board? If so, please contact the President, Ross
Garnett on 0409 498 402.

H e w ho i s contented is ric h… (Lao Tzu)
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SEPTEMBER MEETING

HISTORICAL PLAQUE

Man of steel’s grand-daughter to
offer EDI insights

I

N 1911, Arthur Joseph
Deakin and Daniel Evans
formed a partnership that
would have far-reaching
significance for Brisbane.
From
humble
beginnings
as an
engineering
supply
business,
Evans Deakin
Industries
(EDI) grew to
be a successful
steel
manufacturing
Dynamic partnership: (Top) Dan Evans company,
and Arthur Deakin ca 1930. (Above) responsible
The two spans of the Story Bridge in
for such iconic
1938, getting closer but still a way
to go… (Below) The 1945 launch of Brisbane
the 10,000 ton River Norman. (SLQ) landmarks
as the Story
Bridge, the Grey Street Bridge, Anzac Square,
the AMP building and the Mater Hospital, among
many others.
At the September meeting of the New Farm
and Districts Historical Society, we are fortunate
indeed to have Jane Deakin, the granddaughter
of AJ Deakin to speak about her grandfather, the
‘man of steel’, as her recent book is titled.
Her talk will chart the rise of EDI through
two world wars, the Depression, post-war boom
times and trade unionism, to the beginning of
the end of Australian manufacturing in the 1970s.
Jane will also offer an insight into the
personal life of this kind,
energetic character,
who, incidentally, lived
in Bowen Terrace.
Come and meet Jane
Deakin on Saturday,
23 September, 2-4pm.
Be sure to bring your
friends, especially the
engineering ones! For
more information,
please phone
0409 498 402.

Unveiling at Freshwater Apartments

O

N Saturday 24 June, Freshwater Apartments in
Gray Street, New Farm, hosted the unveiling
ceremony for its long-awaited historical plaque.
Along with residents were many members of
the Ruddle and Maloney families, a large Naval
contingent from HMAS Moreton, as well as Federal,
State and Local government members.
“One plaque is on the boardwalk adjacent to the
Freshwater sign and the other is under the fig trees
on the Gray Street footpath,” said building manager
Denise Buckby.
Freshwater’s plaque joins many others in New
Farm and Teneriffe. The New Farm & Districts
Historical Society has worked closely with local
bodies corporate to produce a satisfying outcome
for them and the community.
NFVN: THIS MONTH

Who was the artist?
THE FRESHWATER SITE has another
historic feather in its cap, according
to the History Column in the current
Village News.
Living at the house named Harnham
(pictured from the river) for a short time in
the late 1890s was a
child destined one
day to be taught art
by Godfrey Rivers, to
be engaged to Miss
Mayo, and eventually
to be called ‘the
grand old man of
Australian art’.
Who was he? Find
out in Village News, also available online.

MISSION ACCOMPLISHED
FURTHER to the request about Tim Reberger and his New Farm
connections which you kindly placed in your Newsletter (April
2017), I finally established direct contact with Peter Reberger
and forwarded memories of my time with Tim in the last hours
before his death in 1945. It was your initial co operation which
served to get the task underway, so thanks on behalf of the
Reberger family and myself.
Best wishes, Ted Gleeson, Melbourne.

I have just three things to teach: simplicity, patience, compassion. These three are your greatest treasures…
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To s ee thi ng s i n the seed, that is genius.… ( Lao Tzu)

Membership year is September to August. We invite you to pay
Our Our
your $10 now for the 2017-2018 year
NEW FARM & Districts
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
INC
Membership Form
Annual Membership – 1 September 2017 to 31st August 2018
Renewal

Type of Membership

New

Name:
Residential Address:

P/Code:

Postal Address:
Telephone:

P/Code:
Work/Mobile:

Home:

Email:
I can volunteer in the following ways:
o Welcoming at meetings
o Set up / clear up of room
o IT support at meetings
o Assist with afternoon tea
o Advise on new technology

o Collect Oral Histories
o Assist with archives
o Write short historical items for
website
o Other – please specify

Membership Cost: $10
Signed:........................................................................................... Date:.................................................
Payment method:
Bank Transfer: to New Farm and Districts Historical Society Inc.
BSB 034065 - Account Number 146217 – Reference: MEMB and your surname. Please post
or email completed form
cheque or money order payable to: New Farm & Districts Historical Society Inc.
Cash at public meeting or Society Office
Post to:
PO Box 1141
New Farm QLD 4005
Email to: info@newfarmhistorical.org.au
Office Use Only:
Receipt No:
Date Entered on Register:

Date:

Treasurer:
Secretary:
PO Box 1141, New Farm QLD 4005. ABN: 15-485-028-346

