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Cat Quiz: It
was a matter
of pens out
and thinking
caps on, as
speaker Dan
Kelly asked
10 questions based on David Gibson’s book about historical
landmarks to be seen from the City Cat. Yes, you’re right...
The correct answer is “C”.

NOVEMBER MEETING

David’s quizzical view of our river

T

he Society’s final meeting for 2016 was originally
intended to have well-known Brisbane historian
and long-time director at Newstead House, David
Gibson, talking about his recent book, The Brisbane
River: Heritage Trail with the CityCat.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Ross Garnett

A whole year of possibilities...

A

S I write this, I’m wondering as you probably
are, “Where is the year going?” I hope that 2017
is already proving to be your best year yet. I am
sure that with the support of so many wonderful
members, the Society is set to have a very
interesting and rewarding year as we keep in mind
our motto, Collecting information from the past…
preserving it for the future.
Our meetings are always held on the fourth
Saturday of every month, February to November,
so be sure to mark the dates in your diary for the
months ahead.
The speaker at our February meeting is a name
you will know well if you lived in Brisbane in the
late 80s. Sallyanne Atkinson AO was Lord Mayor of
Brisbane during 1985-1991, and her autobiography
No Job For A Woman was released last September.
Sallyanne will talk about the New Farm that she
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In view of David’s illness, Dan Kelly of Boolarong
Press, the book’s publisher, kindly stood in to be the
man of the moment on Saturday 26 November.
Adopting an approach which was a ‘trademark’
of DG, Dan convened an historical quiz, based on
the book, which, for 30 or so minutes, had the gray
matter of almost 100 people in the room spinning. It
was a fun way to finish a most satisfying year for the
Society.
Five days later came the news that David Gibson
had sadly passed away. On Thursday, 8 December,
his funeral service was held in the Chapel of his alma
mater (Churchie).
He is fondly remembered as a man who exhibited
a wealth of and a passion for historical knowledge.
Many would agree that David
was also a true “old-fashioned”
gentleman.
Vale David Gibson: In Sepember
2011, David had been a presenter
to the Society, explaining why the
Bulimba Reach of the river could
truly be described as the ‘Noble
Reach’.

knew from her two periods
of living on the peninsula,
so the 25th February
meeting is sure to be very
popular.
I am currently booking
up speakers for successive
meetings for later in the
year and beyond, so if
you have any ideas for
an interesting topic or
an engrossing speaker, I
would be very pleased to
hear from you.
I look forward to seeing you
on 25th February.
P.S. By the way, front desk staff
have suggested that having the
correct money on arrival would
avoid congestion on entry. Thanks in
anticipation!

If your ship doesn’t come in, tr y swimming out to it…

Empty
Christmas Tree: MDA
kindly presented
the Society with a
certificate following
members’ generous
offerings at last
November’s meeting.
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REDEDICATION

Jim MacDonald

WWI remembered at
Booroodabin Bowls

S

OMETIME past, the management of
this club found it necessary to carry
out repairs to the clubhouse’s sinking
floor. What they found was more than just
building needs.
They discovered under the building an
abandoned “Roll of Honour” board that
had some 49 names of members who had
served in World War I during 1914-18. Some names
bore a sad accompanying set of initials: KIA (killed
in action); DW (died of wounds), or W (wounded).
The balance no doubt
returned with many
unrecorded inner
traumas.
The club
management led
by President Brett
Lemon realized the
importance of having
this club treasure
returned to a suitable
place and condition.
They commissioned
Familiar names:
Booroodabin’s Honour
Board features many well
known local names. Please
tell us if you are connected
with any of them.

Honoured Visitors: Booroodabin Bowls President Brett Lemon
(left) welcomed visitors Doug Flockhart, Premier Annastacia
Palaszczuk, Grace Grace and historian Julie Martin.

historian Julie Martin to research each name. This
resulted in an amazing display of photographs
and documents, which complemented a speciallycommissioned electronic screen display.
Incidentally, Julie Martin will be the guest speaker
at our society’s April meeting.
The rededication of the honour board with its
accompanying display took place on 30 November
2016 in the presence of Premier Annastacia
Palaszczuk, Treasurer Curtis Pitt, with the honours
being performed by local state member Grace
Grace. Representing the Brisbane City Council was
Councillor Vicki Howard.
Present on behalf of the NFDHS were President
Ross Garnett as well as Gerard Benjamin and Jim
MacDonald. Congratulations to Daryl Sheriff of
Booroodabin Bowls for his commendable efforts in
protecting our local history in this way.

NFVN: THIS MONTH

Local weather prophet
BEFORE WWI, “Mascotte” in Brunswick Street
was home to members of the Ogg family, one
of whom was an amateur weather forecaster.
J. Cumming Ogg’s forecasts, appearing all
over Australia, had him regarded by some as a
prophet, by others as bah humbug.
Good weather forecasting was
critical for the man on the land. For
instance, Winchcombe’s Christmas
letter of 1938 to customers around
Hughenden included the line:
“Storms, to date, have been patchy,
but the Writer, in company with our
weather prophet, Mr. Inigo Jones,
feels very optimistic that we are
going to get a good season.”
Read all about New Farm’s ‘weather prophet’ in the latest Village
News (p 16): <http://newfarmvillagenews.com.au/latest-issue>.

FEBRUARY MEETING

Sallyanne sets the 2017
ball rolling…

W

HEN Sallyanne Atkinson
became a city councillor,
she was one of only two women
to serve in the role. Little did
she suspect that she’d one day become
Brisbane’s first woman Lord Mayor.
The Society is honoured to welcome
Sallyanne as its first speaker for 2017. This is
sure to be a very well-attended, so arrive early
on Saturday 25 February at Merthyr Road
Uniting Church Centre, 2-4pm.
Sallyanne will be introduced by artist,
former councillor and NFDHS life member,
David Hinchliffe. For more details, please
phone 0409 498 402.

Who d oes not thank for little, will not thank for muc h…
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PHOTOGRAPHIC GEM

Tracking down Browne
Street’s early residents

“E

ASTBOURNE” at 25 Browne
Street now has new owners,
and when George and Wendy
Korsten handed over the keys last
September, they had accumulated
an impressive file about the home’s history.
This included the remarkable photograph above
showing five members of the White family in whose
name the house remained for more than 70 years.
William White (left) had been one of Brisbane’s
master plasterers. Also shown are his wife Jane
along with two daughters Edith (on the stairs) and
Mary (right). Attired in the striped jacket was their
son Percy who died as a 20-year-old in 1905.
Though the house is one of many featured in
Homes with History, it was only after the book’s

publication that Mrs. Korsten endeavoured to learn
more about the earlier owners, or “the ghosts of
Eastbourne” as she called them. As coincidence
would have it, she made contact with a descendant
of the Whites, Margaret Corley, who also had New
Farm connections.
It was from Margaret that Wendy obtained this
wonderful photographic gem from Eastbourne’s past.
Do you have old photos of your New Farm/Newstead/
Teneriffe home? They might prove invaluable to the history
of the locality. Please share them and their story with us.

MARCH MEETING

Journey through time
at Fort Lytton…

H

ARRY Lynas, Honorary
Secretary of the Fort Lytton
Historical Association will
be our guest speaker at the
Society’s March meeting.
For those of you who have
visited Fort Lytton, you will
need no reminding that it is
indeed Queensland’s foremost military exhibit, with
extensive historic fortifications, Queensland’s largest
military museum and regular military re-enactments.
Fort Lytton defended Brisbane continuously from
colonial times until after WWII. The historic fort
has colonial buildings, tunnels and other fortified
structures embedded in a protective earth-mound wall
and surrounded by a 10m-wide water-filled moat.
Come and enjoy Harry’s presentation on Saturday
25 March at Merthyr Road Uniting Church Centre,
2-4pm. For more details, please phone 0409 498 402.

Saturday 25th February, 2 pm

SALLYANNE MADE
‘RECENT’ HISTORY AS
FIRST FEMALE LORD
MAYOR OF BRISBANE.
What is her connection to
New Farm?

New Farm and Districts Historical Society
Enquiries: 0409 498 402
Thanks to Senator Claire Moore for printing this poster

Histor y is a vast early warning system…
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Poetic visitor:
Among the many
attendees at last
year’s final meeting
were Manfred
Jurgensen (left) and
his wife. Manfred’s
monumental
poem “The River”,
published last year,
has “New Farm’s fourseasons-lawn” (NF
Park) playing its role.

Poster: Desley Garnett

Design & Layout: Gerard Benjamin

Photography: Gerard Benjamin, Chris Derrick

Many Thanks to
Claire Moore
Senator for Queensland 1300 301 879
for printing the newsletter
New Farm & Districts Historical Society Inc • The Office is located at the front of the Ron Muir Meeting Room,
New Farm Library, right behind the green bench @ 135 Sydney Street. • Office Open Hours: Every Thursday 2-4pm
Postal Address: PO Box 1141 NEW FARM 4005 • Email: info@newfarmhistorical.org.au

President: Ross Garnett • Phone 3254 1449 • drgarn@bigpond.net.au
Vice President: Phil Evans
Secretary: Bernie Driessen
Treasurer: Denise Buckby

Committee: Jim MacDonald, Barry Martin and
Ann Sargeant
Newsletter Editor: Gerard Benjamin
• ggerardb@bigpond.net.au

Is i t not li feg iving to resolve a c onflic t?
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BOOKS published by the New Farm & Districts Historical Society Inc.
Homes with History — on the New Farm Peninsula
by Gerard Benjamin

This enthralling snapshot of more than 20 local homes notes architectural
details, but its main focus is on people—those who built the houses, the
architects who designed them, and the successive residents and families
who occupied and adapted them.
When launching the book, the former Governor of Queensland Penelope
Wensley said, “The individual stories are absorbing… All who take the
time to read the book will enjoy the parade of personalities that passes
through its pages…”
160pp, illustrated in colour; includes five letters (1848-52) of James Gibbon
PAPERBACK, $35; HARDBACK, $59.50.

Reflections on New Farm
compiled by Gerard Benjamin & Gloria Grant

This book has sold more than 3,000 copies, and is an indispensable
reference about New Farm’s past, with enlightening insights about the
suburb’s notable places, people, landmarks and events — particularly
through the eyes of long-time residents who remember how it used to
be… With 35 chapters and over 150 photos or graphics, you’ll relish these
valuable personal recollections and wonderful stories.
PAPERBACK, 2008, 176pp. ISBN: 9780980586800 — $25

Tides of Teneriffe
by Vicki Bridgstock

How Teneriffe has changed—from being a colonial outpost, when its wool
and sugar wharves were the centre of Queensland’s economic boom, to
being a bustling inner city suburb in its own right.
Vicki’s book puts you in the flow of Teneriffe’s past and local memories,
and features historic images and never-before published photos of life in
Teneriffe. Hear the hidden voices and stories behind this choice spot in
Brisbane’s heartland.
PAPERBACK, 2009, 72pp. • ISBN: 9780980586817 — $20

The three books are available from local bookshops in New Farm, as well as from the State Library of Queensland Library Shop.
Alternatively, the books may be purchased from the New Farm & Districts Historical Society Inc. Phone (07) 3254 1449 or email:
info@newfarmhistorical.org.au.• www.newfarmhistorical.org.au

A n o p t i mi s t cou nts b les s i ng s, while a pessimist disc ounts blessings…

Membership
Our Our year is September to August. We invite you to pay
your $10 now for the 2016-2017 year
NEW FARM & Districts
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
INC
Membership Form
Annual Membership – 1 September 2016 to 31st August 2017
Renewal

Type of Membership

New

Name:
Residential Address:

P/Code:

Postal Address:
Telephone:

P/Code:
Work/Mobile:

Home:

Email:
I can volunteer in the following ways:
o Welcoming at meetings
o Set up / clear up of room
o IT support at meetings
o Assist with afternoon tea
o Advise on new technology

o Collect Oral Histories
o Assist with archives
o Write short historical items for
website
o Other – please specify

Membership Cost: $10
Signed:........................................................................................... Date:.................................................
Payment method:
Bank Transfer: to New Farm and Districts Historical Society Inc.
BSB 034065 - Account Number 146217 – Reference: MEMB and your surname
cheque or money order payable to: New Farm & Districts Historical Society Inc.
Cash at public meeting or Society Office
Post to:
PO Box 1141
New Farm QLD 4005
Email to: info@newfarmhistorical.org.au
Office Use Only:
Receipt No:
Date Entered on Register:

Date:

Treasurer:
Secretary:
PO Box 1141, New Farm QLD 4005. ABN: 15-485-028-346

