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Everything you wanted to
know about Wool…

T

HE suburbs of New Farm,
Teneriffe and Hamilton have a
long history with the wool trade as
evidenced by the wool stores, wool
dumping facilities and the many
wharves. Wool made up almost twothirds of Queensland’s exports in the 1950s. What
is probably not as well known is the story behind
getting the wool from the sheep’s back to the wharf.
Duncan Davis and Warren Zernike (pictured
above) who collectively have more than 90 years’
experience in the wool industry informed and
entertained us at the June meeting with a mixture
of history, facts and anecdotes. Duncan and Warren
provided samples of the different types of fleece so
that we could see and feel differences.
Most of Australia’s flock can be traced back to
the merino brought to Australia by John Macarthur
in 1797 but cross-breeding has been ongoing.
Sheep numbers in Queensland in recent years have
dropped from some 20 million to 5 million for various
reasons. Drought, economic conditions, competition

Vol. X X III, N o. 6

from man-made
materials, switching
to cattle production
and even damage
inflicted by wild
dogs are some of
the factors.
Back on the
station, the mobs of
sheep are mustered
and taken to the
shearing sheds where they are penned. Shearers take
sheep from the pen to the shearing stand. Shearers
originally used blade shears but in the late 1800s,
shearing was revolutionised by the introduction of
mechanical shears powered by steam or internal
combustion engines. Innovation in machinery was
ongoing with electricity being used to power the
handpieces. The last improvement was the use of
wide combs. Australia was the last country in the
world to use wide combs (1984) due to union rules.
Typically, sheep are shorn once a year except
for the ones who manage to escape the muster –
sometimes for years. Warren reckoned that the
ewes were good at this and showed us a piece of
fleece that was about 40cm
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
long. Once the entire fleece

Great acts are made up of small deeds… (Lao Tzu)
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is removed from the
sheep, it is thrown on
to a wool table where all the tatty pieces are
removed. These are the bits around the edges as
well as bits with seeds, burrs, dirt and dust, and
from the neck, belly and skirtings.
A skilled wool classer then inspects the
fleece and, after considering a whole range of
attributes, gives the fleece a rating. The fleece
is put into the appropriate bin. When that
particular bin is full, its contents are transferred
into a wool pack sitting in a wool press. The
wool press squeezes the wool pack and contents, Returning Wool to Teneriffe: Duncan and Warren were joined by
their confreres at the Teneriffe Festival where their stand was very
and produces a bale that has to meet a number of popular, providing an eye-opener to the many who had never
regulations in terms of length, weight, etc. Details understood the significance of wool in the history of Teneriffe.
are stencilled on to the bale. Bales weigh between
Baa-rilliant Outfit!: Stuart
170kg and 200kg.
Wallace clearly relished his
Originally, the woolpack was made of jute which
nouveau chic pure wool
in itself was quite heavy. Polyethylene took over
costume at the June meeting.
but bits of the pack kept getting caught up in the
The suit was originally tailored
by society member Chris
fleece causing contamination issues, so packs are
Derrick who made a much
now made from nylon. By whatever means, they are
photographed hit in it at the
transported to the wool stores.
first Teneriffe Festival in 2010.
The traditional selling method was for a number
of bales from each lot to be laid out on the store
After purchase, the
floor together with fleece samples. The wool buyers
bales were sent to the
used their skills in assessing the quality of the wool,
wool dump for squeezing
looking at colour, crimp, condition and strength.
down into smaller and
tighter packages to
save transport costs.
Then they were off to
the wharf where they
were shipped on the
last leg of their journey
Entrepreneurial Chemist
to the spinning mills
and weaving sheds
Moses Ward (1828 – 1914)
• Brisbane’s third chemist
where the fleece was
• Built Apothecaries Hall in
transformed into yarn and then woven into cloth.
Fortitude Valley
Technology and economics have transformed
the industry in recent years and removed a lot of
Saturda
y 22 nd
the romance and skill from the handling process.
July, 2 p
m
Sales are now only held in Sydney, Melbourne and
Speaker
Perth. Independent testing facilities provide a test
:
James D
certificate for each bale showing all the relevant
elahunty
details so that computerised sales can be held.
All through the talk, Duncan and Warren were
peppered with questions such as: What happens
to the black wool? What caused the 1891 shearers’
strike? Why do moths like wool? How is the lanoline
collected? What about the scratchiness of wool
underclothes? and, Are all the parts of the fleece
New Farm and Districts Historical Society
used?
www.newfarmhistorical.org.au
If you missed the meeting you missed a great talk.
Enquiries: 0409 498 402
To Duncan and Warren goes a very big thank you!
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

R e sp o nd i ntelli g ently even to unintelligent treatment… (Lao Tzu)
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Ross Garnett

Teneriffe’s gala day in the sun…

B

RISBANE’S perfect winter weather with clear
blue skies enticed many thousands of people
to venture to Skyring Terrace for the 8th Teneriffe
Festival – and
Teneriffe history has
been a clear focus
of the organising
board for each of
those festivals.
This year, a new
attraction was
Duncan Davis and
his staff displaying
and talking about
wool classing and how
wool has been handled
from the early days of the
woolstores to the
present day.
It’s quite possible
that many who
currently live in
Woolstore apartments
know little of what
happened in those
buildings early this
century. Thanks to
Duncan and his staff
for being part of the
festival.
Roger and Jenny
Marks again displayed
their photos of
significant activity
at the wharves area
during the war. Along
with the army vehicles
on display, they let
people know why
Teneriffe was a totally
different place during World
War II. Thank you, Jenny and Roger.
I also wish to say a special thanks to our
members who assisted on the day. About 60
people enjoyed the Teneriffe Historical Bus
Tours, thanks to Stuart Wallace and his team of
tour guides: Ann Sargeant, Ray Thurlow and Phil
Evans.
Our Historical Society stand was busy all day
as the visitors enjoyed the old photos and the
stories relayed by our volunteers, Paul Sneddon,

Tammy Sneddon, Lois Kennedy, Margaret King,
Barry Martin, Gayle Martin, David McKee and
Peter Petersen. Thanks to all of these dedicated
volunteers. The Merthyr Picture Palace showing the
film of the 1959 tram ride from South Brisbane to
New Farm Park was very popular. We all go home
from a day like this rather tired, but happy that we
have enriched the festival experience by ensuring
that the history of the area is kept alive.
With the Annual General
Meeting being held at our
26th August meeting, now
it is time for everyone to
consider offering to be a
member of the committee.
Nomination forms will
be available at our July
meeting.
If you feel that
committee work is not
your cup of tea at the
moment, perhaps you’d
relish the opportunity
to volunteer your skills for the
myriad behind-the-scenes tasks
that are required to make our
society and its meetings such
a success. Naturally, the byproduct of this is that you get to
meet such wonderful people!
I hope to see you at the
next meeting. I
have no doubt that
there will be much
interest in hearing
about Brisbane’s third
chemist who also did
some dentistry. Be
sure to arrive early to
view the display of old
pharmacy items and to
reserve your seat.

Wh e n t h e bes t lead er ’s w or k i s done the people say, ‘We did it ourselv e s . ’
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AUGUST MEETING
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Come to hear about early
pharmacist Moses Ward and meet
his descendants

J

AMES Delahunty’s talk
next month about early
Brisbane chemist and
dentist Moses Ward is not
to be missed. Not only
will you be hearing from a
modern pharmacist about
a pioneering chemist,
but James (pictured above) will be
bringing a range of exhibits, from a pill-making
machine and glass-stoppered bottles with glass
labels, to framed Faulding’s posters proclaiming
the merits of antiseptic soap and flavouring
essence.
Is it possible that there are descendants of
Moses Ward (1828-1914) still living in Brisbane?
The answer is an emphatic YES, and it’s likely
that five members of the Ward family will be
present on the day.
As if that were not compelling enough,
John Moubarak, owner of the APO bar and
restaurant, also expects to attend. John’s
modern venue occupies “Apothecaries Hall”,
Moses Ward’s original 1862 dispensary in
Ann Street, Fortitude Valley. APO exhorts
its customers to ‘soak in the past’ while it
‘dispenses contemporary food and drink.’
Apparently the guest speaker has also
arranged for some exciting lucky door prizes.
Some elements of Mr Ward’s character
were touched on in the History Column in the
current July issue of New Farm Village News
(online here, p 16). Attendees at the society
meeting are likely to learn that there were many
more facets to the entrepreneurial Moses Ward.
Be sure to keep your appointment to enjoy
James’s engrossing talk, as well as to meet the
Wards, on Saturday 22 July at Merthyr Road
Uniting Church Centre, 2-4pm. All are welcome,
so why not bring your friends. For more details,
please phone 0409 498 402.

Insight into the life of a wharf labourer

C

ONSIDERING that so many waterside workers
were once employed in New Farm—from
Circular Quay under the Story Bridge down to
Newstead and beyond—the title of August’s talk to
the Society will resonate
with the many whose
forebears worked on
local wharves.
“Wharfie” is the title
of Lesley Synge’s profile
of Wal Stubbings (19132014) who was born in
Tasmania in 1913 and
moved to Brisbane in
A long way from Tassie:
the war years and worked
Wal Stubbings (centre)
addressing a stop-work
on the wharves. Militant
meeting in the 1960s. In
workers like him were
demonised and accused of 1963 he met Khrushchev,
Yuri Gagarin and Castro.
wrecking the country.
“What was it like to be a wharfie… especially
one who visited the USSR, was involved in street
marches, was under constant surveillance by ASIO
and yet survived to the ripe old age of 101?” asks
Lesley.
Come and find out on Saturday 26 August when
Lesley addresses the Society’s monthly meeting at
Merthyr Road Uniting Church Centre, 2-4pm.

FAREWELL

Gerard Benjamin

Vale Rod Fisher

I

T is with sadness that we
report the unexpected death
of Dr. Rod Fisher in Brazil after
a short illness. A well-known
Brisbane historian, founder of
the Brisbane History Group
and sometime member of this
society, Rod’s personable authority on Brisbane
history was relished by many.
After moving to Brazil some years ago, Rod
continued to publish elements of his prodigious
research. It was a pleasure to work with him
on his books Boosting Brisbane and Sites of
Separation, and in turn, I was enormously
grateful for his encouragement (through the
BHG) with the publication and launch of my
forebear’s 1864 manuscript Tom Hurstbourne
(Queensland’s second novel) in 2010.
The many books and articles bearing Rod’s
name will ensure that his work as an historian is
long remembered. Vale Rod.

Life and death are one thread, the same line viewed from different sides. (Lao Tzu)
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A n ant on the move d oes more than a dozing ox… (Lao Tzu)

Membership year is September to August. We invite you to pay
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