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AUGUST MEETING

A glimpse of an amazing stevedore
and activist…

M

ORE than 80
attendees enjoyed
author Lesley Synge’s
lively presentation
about how she had
the privilege of sifting
through the extensive
material collected by
Wal Stubbings (19132014) in order to do
justice to it via a book
Tool of the trade: Author
about him entitled Wharfie.
Lesley Synge displays Wal
In her talk, Lesley
Stubbings’ cargo hook,
provided glimpses of the
illustrating just how much
human face of Wal. He had
physical strength was
been born in Tasmania’s
required of wharfies.
rugged west, one of five
children to an axeman father. The remoteness and
hardness of life meant that he was largely denied
normal schooling opportunities.
This, however, was no barrier to his reading—
which brought him into contact with the principles
of socialism and communism. As the speaker pointed
out, it may seem strange to us today to support
such ideas, but these were the 1940s (by then Wal
had moved to Brisbane) when Australia was fighting
alongside the USSR to defeat fascism.
To Wal Stubbings, “communal wellbeing” was
uppermost, so his modest Moorooka home became a
meeting place for organising campaigns such having
the sewerage system extended, helping flood-ravaged
Inglewood with other WWF members who were on
strike together, as well as entertaining visitors such
as US actor, singer and civil rights activist, Paul
Robeson.
Wal was a passionate and committed member
of the Waterside Workers Union and spent three
years as vigilance officer (1959-63) looking after the
interests of its members. The speaker also reminded
listeners just how much physical strength it took to
be a wharfie…
Within the stevedoring industry, Wal had to
contend with and adapt to profound changes such
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as increased mechanisation, the
introduction of palletisation and
ultimately containerisation.
Having visited the USSR, no
wonder he had an ASIO file. The
speaker commented that if she chose
BY
to follow up the many tantalizing lines
Peter Smith
of enquiry arising from this file, there
would be work enough for the rest of her life.
Wal retired in 1978, after which this energetic
character took up competitive running.
It’s worth noting that in 1853, Wal’s grandmother
from Dublin was sentenced to Van Diemen’s Land
for stealing a cow. Perhaps the man’s dogged
determination to combat injustice arose from
the hardship his ancestors endured—and isn’t it
astonishing that a man who died as recently as 2013
had a convict grandmother, one of Australia’s earliest
settlers?
Thank you, Lesley, for a most thought-provoking
address, and to Senator Claire Moore for kindly
introducing the speaker.

WEBSITE

New look
on-line for
Society
The Society
is happy to
announce that
a long-awaited
redesign of
the website — that includes
feeds from Twitter and Facebook — has been
achieved.
Pivotal with this project has been the work of Mark
Bulley (pictured front) who coordinated the process
with Desley and Ross Garnett (also pictured).
Ongoing roles relating to the Society’s web presence
will be filled by Gerard Benjamin, Chris Derrick and
Stuart Wallace.
You’re more than welcome to visit newfarmhistorical.
org.au, or contribute to the Society’s Facebook site at
newfarmhistorical. If you are a Twitter aficionado, then
go to @NewFarmHistoric. You might even see society
goings-on on Instagram!

Faith is the bird that feels the light when the dawn is still dark…
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Ross Garnett

Your office holders for another year

M

ANY thanks to those who attended the Annual
General Meeting in August. I have listed below
the new committee for the 2017-2018 year.
Special thanks to Barry Martin as he retires
from the committee. Barry has meticulously kept
the membership list up to date for several years—
however, you will be pleased to know that he is
not retiring from being the coffee man behind the
counter at our monthly meetings.
We welcome Ben Wieland to the
committee. Ben was a great supporter
of the historical section at the Teneriffe
Festival and he recently discovered that his
grandfather was a postman in the Teneriffe
area where he and his wife have purchased
a unit.
The following were elected to the
committee for the next 12 months: Ross
Garnett (President), Phil Evans (Vice
president), Bernadette Driessen (Secretary),
Denise Buckby (Treasurer), along with James
MacDonald, Ann Sargeant and Ben Wieland
(committee members).
We look forward to another interesting year,
and your suggestions to choosing speakers for our
meetings are always welcome.
I grew up being very familiar with the Evans

Deakin shipyard across the river at Kangaroo
Point, and I well remember seeing the flashes of
light from the welding machines at night. I think
it will be fascinating to hear more about Evans
Deakin, and in particular about one of the men
in the very successful partnership—A J Deakin—
grandfather of Jane Deakin, our speaker at the
September meeting.
Evans Deakin were responsible for many iconic
structures in Brisbane with which you will be
familiar. Be sure to remind your engineering friends
in particular to arrive early to secure their seats.

Community representatives: Our August meeting was a perfect
illustration of how marvellously well the Society is supported
by our representatives at the various levels of government.
Sincere thanks to Councillor Vicki Howard (left), the Hon.
Grace Grace (centre) and Senator Claire Moore (right).

Fortitude Valley State School Honour Board
STAYING on the theme of WWI honour boards established in
recent newsletters, do you recognise any names on the Fortitude
Valley Honour Board which is now located at the Limbless Soldiers
Association Qld Branch at 42 Oxlade Drive? Thanks to Chris Derrick
for obtaining the photographs in a very narrow spot. If you can offer

biographical details about any of the above men, kindly
forward them to the editor, so that they might appear
in a future issue of the newsletter.

If you are irritated by ever y rub, how will your mirror be polished?― Rumi
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BRAGG FAMILY

Long-established Valley
bakery – how it all began…

C

HARLES Bragg is listed in the roll of
voters for Fortitude Valley on 7 April
1860. Title to the whole property named
Sub 11 of Lot 72 (measuring almost 30
perches with all its hereditaments) was
sold by Thomas Smith to Charles Bragg for
£200 on 7 August 1861.
This size measures exactly the land
on which the Apothecaries Hall and the
Bakery building stand today. There was a
Daily bread: The entrance to Ann
baker’s oven at the rear.
Street’s newly-invigorated Bakery
BCC Heritage research states:
James Delahunty’s recent talk
Lane is flanked by Apothecaries
“Bragg appears to have leased a
Hall (left) and, on the right,
about
Moses
Ward,
the
chemist
of
shop to a grocer named Charles
what used to be the venerable
Apothecaries Hall in Ann Street,
Baker from the time of purchase
institution of Braggs’ Bakery.
calls to mind Kate Bragg and Bakery
until 1864.”
Lane. In this first instalment of
It is not known at this time
He retained the other 12.5
a quintessential Fortitude Valley
but it seems that Moses Ward,
perches on which the bakery
story, Beres McCallum, great-greatchemist, who had arrived with
building sits today. He also
granddaughter of Charles Bragg,
his family in November 1862,
retained the right of way to
takes up the compelling narrative…
announced in December 1862
the land at the rear which is
his purchase of Thomas Codner
today’s Bakery Lane.
Drew’s Ann Street chemist and
Obviously, Moses Ward moved across Ann Street
druggist’s business in Ann Street, Fortitude Valley.
to better premises at 690 Ann Street next to the
Drew had opened this Valley branch of his Queen
Braggs. Strangely, the Certificate of Title to Moses
Street business in 1861. This was across Ann Street
Ward notes that he bought 14.5 perches next door
from the present site adjoining the Foresters’ Arms
to the bakery—but Council Heritage research claims
Hotel which was also the site of the primary school.
that he bought this land from Thomas Smith. There
One can only assume that, with three buildings
could be an anomaly here. Thomas Smith, by that
on the property at 690 and 694 Ann Street, the
time, would have returned to England, and Charles
Braggs lived in one of them.
Bragg sold that portion of Lot 72 in 1864.
At that time, 12 years of age was considered
Joseph and his wonderful wife Kate continued to
old enough to go out and earn a living, and young
run the bakery at 694 Ann Street.
Joseph Bragg was apprenticed to a baker operating
He advertised for bread and biscuit makers and
from one of the buildings on the site.
by 1865/66 had become a fancy bread and biscuit
By 1860, after five years’ apprenticeship, he
baker. He was also seeking a small goods man and
would have attained the status of a journeyman and
pursuing customers in court for the recovery of
was importing bags of flour and hence able to start
bad debts. Family history mentions that the original
a business of his own. In the financial downturn of
bakery was in a wooden building at the rear of the
the 1860s, he was having trouble with customers not
Ann Street shop. By 1866, he was under distress for
being able to pay their accounts.
rent and was declared insolvent. He became, like
In 1864, Joseph married a young Irish girl,
Kate’s father, an abusive alcoholic.
Catherine Mary Fitzgibbon, a dressmaker, who had
As his father, Charles Bragg, had retained the
arrived with her parents on the Caroline in 1853.
ownership of the bakery property, Joseph could only
Her shoemaker father was an abusive drunk and
be pursued for his household furniture and his stock
in trade as a baker—including horses, spring vans,
her mother had to have him bound over to keep the
shop fittings and fixtures, etc.—and so the bakery
peace. The only amusement for men in the Valley
continued to trade under Kate’s management.
in those earliest days was to visit the taverns after
By this time, Kate had given birth to the first of
work and drunkenness was a big problem.
her family of what was to be
In 1864, Charles Bragg sub-divided his 29 perch
twelve children, while coping CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
4.5 yards property, and sold 14.5 perches of his lot.

Respond to ever y call that excites your spirit… Rumi
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with a husband who had a
drinking problem and was
battling to prevent the business failing.
In 1873, accounts appeared in the daily papers
of Joseph’s arrests by the police for disorderly
conduct and drunkenness.
In 1875, Charles Bragg handed over to Joseph a
half share of the 42 acres he had purchased jointly
with his son- in-law Robert Pashen at Stafford. It
was sold. It appears that he was trying to give his
son a chance to revive the bakery business and to
give Kate and the children the home they deserved.
Joseph and Catherine suffered the heartache of
losing two children in 1876, four-year-old Frances
Mary on 13 November 1876, and infant Joseph,
born 4 October, died on 22 November 1876. Another
daughter, Emily Mary, had died at 12 months on 7
October 1869.
Joseph advertised again for a first class bread
maker and his address was Ann Street, Fortitude
Valley.
His abstinence did not last long and after
another assault and his arrest by the police, Kate
asked for him to be bound over to keep the peace.
He was sentenced to a month’s hard labour.
Obviously, he was beyond help. His father,
Charles, was unwell with heart trouble and realising
that he did not have long to live, he handed over
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

EVANS DEAKIN INDUSTRIES
A J DEAKIN – MAN OF STEEL
Saturday 23rd Sept, 2 pm
Speaker: Jane Deakin
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ownership of the twelve and a half perch property
with the shop at Ann Street to Joseph in April 1883.
No money changed hands.
Of course, at that time, women could not
own property but Charles knew that Kate would
eventually benefit. Joseph died a few months later
in August 1883 of an epileptic fit due to drink, and
Charles lived long enough to see Kate take over the
bakery.
Her youngest child John (Jack) Bragg was only
eight months old when Joseph died. What was to
become of Kate and her children?
TO BE CONTINUED NEXT MONTH

OCTOBER MEETING

The Brisbane Hospital (RBWH):
150 years at Herston

T

HIS year,
the Royal
Brisbane and
Women’s
Hospital
(pictured
left in 1893)
celebrates
150 years of
nursing and
midwifery, so
the timing is perfect for Dr Cliff Pollard to
recount some of the highlights of this venerable
institution.
The first public hospital in Brisbane was
established on 12 January 1849 near the site
of the recently-demolished Supreme Court
buildings in George Street. It served a vast area
including the Darling Downs, Wide Bay, Burnett
and Maranoa districts. In its first year, it treated
94 patients.
A new hospital was built on the RBWH’s
present site at Herston, and patients were
moved in from the George Street hospital on 8th
January 1867. The first nurses graduated from
the hospital in 1888.
There’s so much more to this story, so we
are honoured to have Associate Professor Cliff
Pollard, a retired general surgeon and RBWH
Foundation board member, to relate the stories
behind the historical highlights.
Mark this appointment in your diary to enjoy
this captivating talk on Saturday 28 October at
Merthyr Road Uniting Church Centre, 2-4pm.
All are welcome, so be sure to bring your
acquaintances. For more details, please phone
0409 498 402.

Muddy water, let stand, becomes clear… Lao Tzu
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MONTHLY
HISTORY
COLUMN
FROM
VILLAGE
NEWS
Michael Hawke,
editor of the new-look
local publication,
Village News, has
kindly agreed to
our reproducing
Gerard Benjamin’s
history column in
this newsletter each
month, following its
publication in
Village News.
This will be
particularly
appreciated by
those on the Society
mailing list who live
away from New Farm,
and yet still wish to
receive regular input
about the locality’s
fascinating history.
Village News can also
be viewed online.
— Ross Garnett

When I walk along with two others, from at least one I will be able to learn. Confucius
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Many Thanks to
Claire Moore
Senator for Queensland 1300 301 879
for photocopying the newsletter
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• ggerardb@bigpond.net.au

He who knows that enough is enough will always have enough… Lao Tzu

Membership year is September to August. We invite you to pay
Our Our
your $10 now for the 2017-2018 year
NEW FARM & Districts
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
INC
Membership Form
Annual Membership – 1 September 2017 to 31st August 2018
Renewal

Type of Membership

New

Name:
Residential Address:

P/Code:

Postal Address:
Telephone:

P/Code:
Work/Mobile:

Home:

Email:
I can volunteer in the following ways:
o Welcoming at meetings
o Set up / clear up of room
o IT support at meetings
o Assist with afternoon tea
o Advise on new technology

o Collect Oral Histories
o Assist with archives
o Write short historical items for
website
o Other – please specify

Membership Cost: $10
Signed:........................................................................................... Date:.................................................
Payment method:
Bank Transfer: to New Farm and Districts Historical Society Inc.
BSB 034065 - Account Number 146217 – Reference: MEMB and your surname. Please post
or email completed form
cheque or money order payable to: New Farm & Districts Historical Society Inc.
Cash at public meeting or Society Office
Post to:
PO Box 1141
New Farm QLD 4005
Email to: info@newfarmhistorical.org.au
Office Use Only:
Receipt No:
Date Entered on Register:

Date:

Treasurer:
Secretary:
PO Box 1141, New Farm QLD 4005. ABN: 15-485-028-346

