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to expand into supporting the war
effort.
The shipyard at Kangaroo Point
UR September meeting, attended by well
was created from a cold start, and
over 100 people, welcomed Jane Deakin
completed more than 40 vessels—but
who acquainted us with useful details about the
before this, the firm played a key
BY
personalities behind that great Queensland icon,
role in the construction of the Story
Jim MacDonald
Evans Deakin Industries.
Bridge which opened in 1940.
The late Arthur Joseph Deakin was Jane’s
It was AJ Deakin who was the guiding light
grandfather and, via an
behind the firm’s management and
illuminating set of slides,
financial affairs. He also cared
she gave us an insight into
passionately for the welfare
his role in his remarkable
of the workers— and this is
partnership with the late
why the year 1925 saw the
Colonel Daniel Evans.
establishment of the EDCO
The firm commenced
Welfare Club, which supported
operations in Brisbane in 1910,
employees in times of stress
selling engineering tools and
and sickness. It also provided
supplies, and it gradually
bursaries for workers’ children to
expanded its operations.
continue onto higher education.
The firm created a huge
Colonel Evans passed
operation at Rocklea (now
away in 1951 and AJ Deakin
Salisbury, adjacent to Evans
continued to manage the
Road) where all manner
group until his death in 1961.
of structural steel was
Jane pointed out that the
fabricated. Here, they built
firm
supported an impressive
railway rolling stock, wagons,
number of apprentices, and
fuel tankers—and steam
that those trained at ED
engines were used to haul
were much sought-after in
components on railway lines
engineering industries.
within the plant.
Thank you, Jane, for
All this took place through
providing us with an
the difficult Depression era,
Man of steel: (clockwise) Speaker Jane Deakin; her
informative insight into the
and right up to the outbreak
mother Patricia Deakin (left); The William Jolly, one
impressive achievements of
of World War II when the
of many bridges for which ED supplied the steel;
company was called upon
Jane’s grandfather, Arthur Joseph Deakin (d. 1961). your grandfather.

Mr Deakin of Evans Deakin…
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OCTOBER MEETING

RBWH’s Anniversary in focus

ASSOCIATE Professor Cliff Pollard is our guest speaker in
October to mark 150 years of nursing and midwifery at
the RBWH (pictured right ca 1938).
The first public hospital in Brisbane was established on
12 January 1849 near the site of the recently-demolished
Supreme Court buildings in George Street. It served
a vast area including the Darling Downs, Wide Bay,
Burnett and Maranoa districts. In its first year, it treated 94
patients.

A new hospital was built
on the RBWH’s present site
at Herston, and patients
were moved in from the
George Street hospital on
8th January 1867. The first
nurses graduated from the
hospital in 1888.
Mark your diary to enjoy this talk on Saturday 28 October
at Merthyr Road Uniting Church Centre, 2-4pm. All are
welcome, so be sure to bring your acquaintances. For
more details, please phone 0409 498 402.

The palest ink is better than the best memor y.…
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Ross Garnett

Maxwell Street’s
proposed development

I

T would be safe to say that
there will not be a single
person among our membership
who has not been a patient in,
worked in, or visited someone
at the Royal Brisbane and
Women’s Hospital. We are
surely grateful for the medical
care given there over the past 150 years
and it will be interesting to hear more about its
history at our October meeting when Dr Cliff
Pollard will share that story.
We have recently received information about
a proposed development at the end of Maxwell

Street that our correspondent believes will
irreparably damage the heritage building at 42
Maxwell Street, New Farm. Normally the Historical
Society does not of itself get involved in making
comments, but is happy to facilitate others in
making comment should they wish to. If you are
interested in knowing more about this proposed
development, please speak to me and I can give
you more information.
There is only one more meeting for 2017 after
the October meeting. You are invited to contribute
nonperishable food items at the meeting to place
under the Empty Christmas Tree. I will be able
to tell you more about the charity that we will
support this year in the November newsletter.
Meantime, why not add an extra item or two to
your grocery list each week to prepare for your
donation to the Empty Christmas Tree Appeal?

Brookfield District Museum
& Historical Society

OPEN DAY
Saturday 21 October
8am-12 noon
In conjunction with the Brookfield Markets
at the Brookfield Showgrounds.

ALL ABOARD for New Farm Wharf! The period is the 1920s. This is the calibre of photo
which appears regularly on Facebook sites such as “New Farm History”, “Fortitude Valley
Revisited”, and “New Farm & Districts Historical Society”. The contributions certainly
generate discussion among big groups of interested visitors. Why not visit soon and
enjoy the historical surprises that can be found. – SLQ 18793

NOVEMBER MEETING

1864 was such a terrible
year for Brisbane

I

F you could ask a Brisbane oldtimer
about 1864, he would tell you that
it was a dreadful year: “The town
endured a cyclone and flood, then an
outbreak of typhoid, not forgetting
three major fires that destroyed
most of Queen Street.”
Oxley part-time teacher with an interest in
history, Duncan Richardson, stumbled upon this
calamitous chronicle and decided to write a book

***************
Discover the story of local landmark
Ballards Hill
and the fate of the Pellatt cottage.
Handle farm implements retrieved from sheds
and rescued from back paddocks.

about it. Year of Disaster: Brisbane 1864 is the
result, and it will be the topic of his talk at the
Society’s November meeting.
“There’s no official recognition of any of
those events ... and I think it’s because there
weren’t any prominent people who were
heroes,” Duncan said.
If you have forebears who were in Brisbane
in 1864, you’ll be particularly interested to
understand what they may have endured.
Be prepared for a talk featuring some amazing
facts, on Saturday 25 November at Merthyr Road
Uniting Church Centre, 2-4pm. All are welcome, so
be sure to bring your friends and neighbours. For
more details, please phone 0409 498 402.

A merr y heart makes a cheerful countenance…
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PAPAW TREASURE

A snapshot of Vera on Moray Street

D

URING the late 1880s and early 1900s, New
Farm, and especially the area around Moray
Street, was the place to be—a sort of semi-rural
retreat for politicians, lawyers, wealthy merchants,
and property
speculators.
Of the
many fine
residences
that once
graced
leafy Moray
Street in
those days, only a handful have survived including
the recently restored Inglenook (GFS House) on the
corner of Moray and Sydney Streets.
Diagonally across from Inglenook was Vera
(pictured above), best-known as Dr Thomas Lucas’s
‘Vera Papaw Hospital’, which appears as the logo
on the tube or jar of Lucas Papaw ointment.
Vera was designed by a young architect (who
had already helped design the grand Moana at 86-
88 Moray Street) for a wealthy civil servant who
had started life in Australia as a German immigrant
and had amassed considerable wealth through gold
mining and land speculation.
Vera’s near neighbours were Sir Samuel Griffith’s
Merthyr and the Hon. John S Turner’s Kinellan, both
of which were demolished years ago.
Vera was luckier, mainly because it was
purchased in the 1920s by the Salvation Army
and was run as an Eventide home until the late
1970s. The Salvos added a range of structures—
dormitories, laundries, etc.—but eventually the
property proved too expensive and impractical to
maintain, so it was sold off.
That was by no means the end of Vera, as
archaeologist and historian Dr Greg Wightman
explains in his recently-completed study of the
house, ‘The Lives and Times of Vera, a Colonial
Home in New Farm’. The house was long thought
to have disappeared entirely, but the truth is rather
more interesting.
This project has been a pleasant departure
for someone whose research has focused on life
thousands of years in the past. Dr Wightman, who
has lived in the New Farm area for many years, is
also a keen local historian, and has studied the
urban geography of the part of New Farm south of
Brunswick Street. His monograph makes fascinating
reading for anyone interested in New Farm’s
history, and may be viewed at the NFDHS office.

BOOK IDEA

Memories of old
Kangaroo Point

S

OME years ago, the Kangaroo
Point Neighbourhood Watch
group produced a
Heritage Walk booklet
detailing a trail around
Kangaroo Point visiting
the many existing
heritage locations. The
cover and page one
are shown here. The
booklet is available for a
gold-coin donation. Try
the Medley Café, next
to Yungaba on the east
side of Kangaroo Point
(incidentally a great
place for coffee or
lunch).
A follow-up
volume is proposed
in the same style
but this time with
vignettes of past
businesses and
people showing the
exact location of
the business or of
the person’s home.
A criterion for an
entry will be that a
relevant photograph
is available.
There were pubs,
butchers, grocers,
tilers, chemists—even a car assembly plant
in a thriving community. We hope to bring the
community alive in a short attractive volume.
If you would like to know more, please
contact Austin Adams (pictured top) from the
Kangaroo Point Neighbourhood Watch group —
rasadams@gmail.com.

Quiet thoughts mend the body…

NEW FARM & Districts HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC. • OCTOBER 2017 • Page 4
BRAGG FAMILY

Putting bread on the table in
the Valley, against all the odds

Doughy Dynasty: In 1909, Kate Bragg’s
photo appeared in The Queenslander
as one of Brisbane’s Fifty Years of Living
Colonists.

A

T 694 Ann Street, Joseph’s widow Kate
had made it plain that she wished to
By 1888, Kate had built the
carry on the bakery and catering business.
business up to produce at its
The 1880s were a boom time in early
peak 700 loaves a day. She
Brisbane and apparently Kate was advised to
employed five hands and a small
borrow money on her property and have a
goods man. She also conducted
new building constructed.
a catering business.
Her trustees, James Lloyd and David
In 1891, Kate faced a
Keating, employed architect George W.
Royal Commission enquiring
Campbell Wilson to draw up plans for the
into conditions in shops,
present building (he was to design
factories and workshops in
the ‘new’ Brunswick Hotel in 1889).
Queensland. She testified
As you learned in last month’s
A neighbour, Nathaniel
that her ovens held 350
instalment, Kate Bragg’s youngest
Corrigan, who had a liquor shop
loaves and at that time she
child was but an infant when her
next door to the bakery, advanced
was employing two men at
husband died in 1883. Could she
Mrs Bragg a £1,200 mortgage
night and one in the day, with
possibly succeed with the Ann Street
at 10% over her property and
casual help on Friday nights.
bakery? Read on from this account
he paid Isodore Danglade £400
She said, “The smallgoods
by Beres McCallum OAM.
to construct it. Later, in 1888,
man commences work at 8.30
Corrigan built the palatial Empire
in the morning and works
Hotel at 339 Brunswick Street.
until 4.30pm. The others come in at 8 at night and
The new Apothecaries Hall next door to the
work until 4.30 in the morning. It is a union shop.
bakery had been built in 1882 by James Henley
The foreman was paid £8 a week and the second
Fitzgibbon and BCC Heritage states that a new
hand £2/10/-. The smallgoods man Alexander
bakery building was designed to be in keeping with
Chalmers was paid 32/6 a week and board.”
it. The bakehouse and stables at the rear of Bragg’s
Asked how long she had been at the trade, she
premises were accessed by a lane way reserved
replied, “27 years”. She did not add that during that
by Charles Bragg when he sub-divided the original
time since 1864 she had produced 12 children to a
property in 1864.
drunken husband, lost three of them in infancy and
Kate Bragg’s family were growing up around
had run the business as well. The commissioners
her. Her eldest daughter, the red-haired 18-year-old
should have awarded her a medal!
Amelia fell in love with a young baker named Robert
The upper floor of the new building was leased
Whittred who worked for her mother. He moved
to Frederick Karrasch, a tailor, during 1891–96. Then
to Bundaberg around 1884 and Amelia followed
came the bank crash and depression of the 1890s
him. They were married there in 1885 and, like her
and Kate found herself in financial difficulties again.
mother before her, Amelia was to have 12 children.
An inspector reported that the bakery was in the
Kate’s eldest son Charles William (known as Tom)
backyard next to where three horses were stabled.
was said to be a good hard worker. Sons William
It was very small and dirty and a worker slept in
born July 1873 and Joseph Fitzgibbon Bragg born
the room above, accessible by a small and dirty
January 1878 proved to be a great support to their
staircase. Karrasch’s workshop on the upper floor of
mother. They both became Master Bakers.
the main building was well lighted with three glass
Kate herself became a Master Baker, a rare
windows and had about 200 cubic feet of space for
achievement for a woman at that time.
each of the fifteen workers, but the floors and stairs
Viv Wilson, only daughter of Joseph Fitzgibbon
were very dirty. It appears that the weatherboard
Bragg, added a few memories of her grandmother,
bakery in the backyard was in one of the original
Kate Bragg: At the back was the bakery factory facing
buildings bought by Charles Bragg from Thomas
Warner Street. The factory was once stables. The
Smith in 1861.
Bragg family lived on top of the shop. The quarters
Although, like so many others at that time, Kate
had a lounge room and seven bedrooms. One time
was faced again with insolvency with liabilities of
there was such a long queue for hot cross buns, people
more than £3000, somehow
CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
thought there had been an accident.
the Bakery and catering

A smile will gain you ten more years of life…
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business survived into
the 20th century, still
operating from the Ann Street premises.
In 1908, Kate and her sons William and Joseph
Fitzgibbon Bragg built a new bakery across Warner
Street where the Valley Car Park now stands. A
descendant recalled that at Easter the queue of
people waiting for hot cross buns reached right
down to the Valley Presbyterian Church. It was on
an L-shaped block where John McMaster’s stables
had once stood and also had an entry from Ann
Street.
The café the family had bought in Brunswick
Street, which had a ballroom on the first floor,
brought in more finances. It was between Overells
(the present day Waltons Building) and the railway
station. Kate also took in gentleman boarders.
An article in Queensland Figaro on 23 December
1914 read: – BRAGGS CAFÉ: The popularity of Bragg’s
Café in the Valley is clearly demonstrated by the
crowds always to be found in the well-appointed
luncheon and tea-rooms, where the daintiest cakes
and pastry and delicious tea are quickly served
by willing attendants. Every kind of cake can be
obtained at Braggs, from the most elaborate wedding,
Christmas, and birthday cakes, artistically iced and
decorated, to the plain and simple varieties, but all
alike are of the best and most wholesome quality. All
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

SPEAKER: DR CLIFF POLLARD

Learn about the people and events that have
shaped Royal Brisbane and Women’s Hospital

New Farm and Districts Historical Society
www.newfarmhistorical.org.au
Enquiries: 0409 498 402

the small dainty cakes are baked in the new hygienic
paper cooking cases, and absolute cleanliness is thus
guaranteed.
* * *
KATE’S CONTRIBUTION to the early history of
Brisbane is recorded in the Aldine History of
Queensland. In 1909, her photo appeared in The
Queenslander as one of Brisbane’s Fifty Years of
Living Colonists.
In 1911 this energetic and resourceful lady
finally retired to spend her last years in a roomy
Queenslander named Innisfail on the corner of
Morgan and McLachlan Streets, the Valley, close to
her beloved St Patrick’s Church. It was on her way
to St Patrick’s Hall to vote in a 1916 referendum that
Dr Crowe and his mother found her looking very
unwell. They took her to her home in their motor
car and her good friend Rev Father M O’Flynn was
called to administer the last rites.
At her funeral Mass, conducted by Archbishop
Duhig and several clergy, there was a very large
congregation, before she was buried in Toowong
Cemetery.
* * *
IN RECENT TIMES, I was able to arrange a visit
with family history author Beris Gaal of Bundaberg
to the two old shops in Ann Street. The Bakery
building had a bedroom wing at the back which had
once opened onto a verandah overlooking Bakery
Lane. It had been boarded in with fibro but was still
intact. It was undergoing renovations by Leanne
Kempf, the proprietor of Fabrik Hair.
We also visited the Apothecaries Hall where
we were shown over the entire building by the
owner of Doc Martens’ Shoes. He told us that at
one time that building also had a bedroom wing at
the back similar to the bakery. That section of the
Apothecaries Hall was gutted by fire while being
used as a coffee shop and demolished. The two
shops are remarkably similar in design.
The Apothecaries Hall still had evidence of a
tasteful fireplace in the upstairs living room and the
internal staircase was still intact.
The Bakery had an external but very nice timber
staircase between the main two-storey building and
the bedroom section at the back. We both felt it was
amazing to stand where our pioneer ancestors had
stood and worked so many years before.
The Bakery building at 694 Ann Street was sold
to Mary Tressa Maloney on 1 November 1921, and
on 11 November 1953 it passed on to G E Adams
Pty Ltd, the well-known Brisbane firm of cake and
pastry makers. In August 1961 it was bought by
John Arthur Black and Peter Black. At the present
time it is owned by the Apostolos family.

A bird does not sing because it has an answer. It sings because it has a song… Chinese Proverb

A book holds a house of gold… Chinese proverb
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Better a diamond with a flaw than a pebble without one… Chinese Proverb
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BOOKS published by the New Farm & Districts Historical Society Inc.
Homes with History — on the New Farm Peninsula
by Gerard Benjamin

This enthralling snapshot of more than 20 local homes notes architectural
details, but its main focus is on people—those who built the houses, the
architects who designed them, and the successive residents and families
who occupied and adapted them.
When launching the book, the former Governor of Queensland Penelope
Wensley said, “The individual stories are absorbing… All who take the
time to read the book will enjoy the parade of personalities that passes
through its pages…”
160pp, illustrated in colour; includes five letters (1848-52) of James Gibbon
PAPERBACK, $35; HARDBACK, $59.50.

Reflections on New Farm
compiled by Gerard Benjamin & Gloria Grant

This book has sold more than 3,000 copies, and is an indispensable
reference about New Farm’s past, with enlightening insights about the
suburb’s notable places, people, landmarks and events — particularly
through the eyes of long-time residents who remember how it used to
be… With 35 chapters and over 150 photos or graphics, you’ll relish these
valuable personal recollections and wonderful stories.
PAPERBACK, 2008, 176pp. ISBN: 9780980586800 — $25

Tides of Teneriffe
by Vicki Bridgstock

How Teneriffe has changed—from being a colonial outpost, when its wool
and sugar wharves were the centre of Queensland’s economic boom, to
being a bustling inner city suburb in its own right.
Vicki’s book puts you in the flow of Teneriffe’s past and local memories,
and features historic images and never-before published photos of life in
Teneriffe. Hear the hidden voices and stories behind this choice spot in
Brisbane’s heartland.
PAPERBACK, 2009, 72pp. • ISBN: 9780980586817 — $20

The three books are available from local bookshops in New Farm, as well as from the State Library of Queensland Library Shop.
Alternatively, the books may be purchased from the New Farm & Districts Historical Society Inc. Phone (07) 3254 1449 or email:
info@newfarmhistorical.org.au.• www.newfarmhistorical.org.au

It’s not a shame to ask. It’s a shame not to know…

