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NOVEMBER MEETING

Insightful snapshot of 1864’s dramas

T

HE rain attending our November meeting didn’t
dampen the spirits of the more than 70
people present, and seemed fitting given the
topic—a presentation by Duncan Richardson
based on his book, Year of Disaster: Brisbane
1864.
Duncan began by reminding us how we
easily forget disasters—perhaps we’ve already
forgotten the flood of 2011. Real estate prices in
flood-prone areas would suggest so.
That aside, we have
certainly lost any
institutional memory of
the events of 1864. What
events, you ask? Duncan
discussed major ones
of that year: disease,
cyclone, flood and fire.
Life then in Brisbane
was basic, without
any infrastructure
for sanitation, waste
collection, water
purification, fire
protection, and indeed
health.
The first disaster
of 1864 was typhoid,
introduced when sick
passengers on the Flying
Cloud were permitted

FEBRUARY MEETING

Wallace Bishop’s 100th

W

ALLACE BISHOP and his wife
May began as manufacturing
jewellers to the trade, in Elizabeth
Street in 1917. This was the start
of an enduring family business
now in its fifth generation.
Come and hear the founder’s
grandson, Wal Bishop (aged 83)
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ashore without quarantine.
Flooded, muddy streets in the
colonial town of Brisbane were a
familiar happening, making life a
misery—a far cry
from the idyll British
BY
immigrants expected.
Austin Adams
Then there was fire,
some were small but one consumed
almost all of Queen Street. There
were some water tanks for
firefighting, but fire brigades? No
such luck—a meagre horse-drawn
tank was the most that could be
expected.
Thank you, Duncan, for providing
such graphic insights into life in the
Brisbane of 1864. We recommend his
book: Richardson, D. (2017). Year of
Disaster: Brisbane 1864. Corinda: Pula
Press.
Year of setbacks galore: (Left) Queen Street near
the corner with Edward Street in Brisbane
in September 1864.
This was known as
Bulcock’s Fire. (Left
bottom) An extract
from the inquiry into
the Flying Cloud and
whether it brought
typhoid to Brisbane.
The ship’s surgeon
Dr Sandiford was
defensive. Dr Hobbs’s
answer to the last
question was “No!”

relating the story of the family
firm, with the help of his daughter
Virginia.
This will be the first meeting
in 2018 for the New Farm and
Districts Historical Society. All
are welcome to attend at 2-4pm
on Saturday 24 February at
Merthyr Road Uniting Church
Centre. Afternoon tea will be
provided. For more details,
please phone 0409 498 402.

Wisdom can transform prison into medicine… (Buddhist saying)
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Later incarnation: Ed Rosenstengel’s furniture factory at 542
Brunswick Street (ca 1920s). In all likelihood, the building was
originally the 1888 New Farm Skating Rink.

concept that never came to pass. By 1891, New Farm
Skating Rink was on the market, along with about ten
dozen pairs of skates, as well as sundry chairs and
couches.
It appears that the site languished through the
1890s until 1898 when it was briefly the premises of
the clothier, Sun Manufacturing Company.
Advertisements during 1898-99 offered places for
Vestmakers and Coat Finishers, as well as Machinists
(including for ‘white work, dressmaking, tailoring’),
Improvers and Apprentices, not forgetting Pressers
for trousers and seams.
In 1914, came the announcement: The large
building in Brunswick street, originally known as the
New Farm skating rink, will be thoroughly renovated, a
new floor laid, and the interior decorated on the lines
of leading southern rinks. The whole management will
be in the hands of a southern expert…
This was to be the start of the Colosseum…

ALL BUT FORGOTTEN

Come skate with me… in New Farm

A

SKATING Rink at New Farm was about to become
a possibility when architect John Beauchamp
Nicholson called for tenders in June 1888. The
location was to be on Brunswick Street’s northern
side, just above the Harcourt Street intersection. The
191 x 61ft building was to be larger than the popular
Columbia Rink (corner of Albert and Adelaide
Streets).
Investors were assured that it would prove an
excellent place of amusement, and that the open
skating space would be free of pillars.
Despite concern that there were not enough exits
in case of fire, the opening took place on Monday 13
August 1888, with a profusion of flags, lanterns and
bannerettes.
“Falls were not frequent, the majority of skaters
feeling quite at home on the rollers, while several
indulged in fancy skating,” reported the Brisbane
Courier. “Over the front entrance is a comfortable
little gallery, and at the northern end the band
balcony. A small but efficient body of instructors and
attendants, for the cloakroom and refreshment bar,
helped to make the evening thoroughly enjoyable.”
Skating wasn’t the building’s sole use. The venue
lent itself to a variety of activities such as fancy dress
parties and, in June 1889, an innovative “three-mile
race for a £10 trophy between a cyclist and a skater”.
Who won? The skater by a few yards.
Alas, skating wasn’t as prosperous as expected.
Just over a year after its opening, someone had
a bright idea for an alternative use. Well-known
architect FDG Stanley was asked to redesign the
site as a ‘natatorium’ (enclosed swimming baths), a

Good humour is one of the best articles of dress one can wear in society… (Thackeray)
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

A big welcome to 2018…

A

Ross Garnett

who was very thankful for the Society’s generous
support.
There are many new residents moving into
the Newstead area so I would particularly like
to welcome them to become part of our History
Society community. If you live in one of the new
apartments and would like to let your fellow
residents know about our monthly events then
please email me on drgarn@bigpond.net.au,
and I will be happy to send you information for
newsletters or flyers for notice boards.
I take this opportunity to offer our condolences
to Geraint Gregory, husband of Justeen who
passed away in December. Justeen was originally
from Allora and so was farewelled at Drayton. For
many years, she and Geraint have been stalwarts
of the East Brisbane Neighbourhood Watch Group,
and were strong supporters of this society. Vale
Justeen.
Our kindest wishes also go to our neighbour
and society member, Margaret Gilmour, on the
death of her sister, Florence Bjelke-Petersen aged
97, in December. Margaret and Flo grew up in the
family home in Mark Street, New Farm. As one
newspaper reported: “In the weeks leading up to
her death, Flo was still playing Scrabble, attending
the Bible study group and playing the organ during
church services at her nursing home.”
On a happier note, sincere thanks to all those
well-wishers who contacted me following my
receiving an Achievement Award as part of the
2018 Lord Mayor’s Australia Day Awards. It was
a real surprise and a privilege! Needless to say,
Desley has played an essential role in all that has
been achieved…
Finally, congratulations to Grace Grace for
being returned as our local MLA in McConnel.

FTER a couple of months’ break we are ready
to recommence the Historical Society activities
and we will do that with a sparkle
as we hear about well known
business Wallace Bishop, “quality
jewellers since 1917”.
That is just the start—there
will be another nine interesting
speakers throughout 2018, so
read your newsletter carefully
each month to recap on the past
meeting and be informed about
“Thanks from Trinit
the next.
y
Pantry…” — Marina
The Lord Mayor Graham
McMinn
Quirk recently reminded us how
many hundreds of thousands
of volunteer hours support our community—and
this society has some 20 people who actively
contribute to the smooth running of the society
and the monthly meetings, and we are grateful for
all they do. Would more volunteers be welcome?
Yes, of course!
In particular, we would love it if two people
could be at our office on Thursday afternoons
to open it for two hours, so as to allow inquirers
to access our archives. If you can help with this,
maybe on a roster system, please chat with me.
It would also give you the opportunity to see the
wealth of material in our archives.
Maybe you are someone who reads newspapers
and magazines regularly and would be willing to
clip out articles relevant to New Farm, Newstead,
Teneriffe, Bowen Hills and Fortitude Valley? What
we collect today becomes history tomorrow.
Maybe you like doing research and could assist
people who enquire
about the history
of their house—or
maybe you have
another idea about
how you can assist
to keep the history
of this wonderful
peninsula alive and
available. I am keen to
hear your ideas.
Thanks to all of you
who supported our
Empty Christmas Tree
at the last meeting
for 2017. The work of
the Trinity Pantry was Achievement plus: At the City Hall presentation, Ross was joined by (from left) daughter Anita
explained by Marina
and wife Desley, as well as their guest homestay from Korea (right). Also pictured with the Lord
McMinn (pictured)
Mayor and his wife was local councillor Vicki Howard (second from right).

It is not so much our friends’ help that helps us, as the confident knowledge that they will help us. (Epicurus)
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REVIEW OF 2017

Jim MacD

Quick thinking paid off

T

he November meeting was all nicely
planned for the fourth Saturday of
the month as usual, when Bang! Boom!
— the Queensland Premier calls a snap
election on our Saturday—with the
hall already booked by the Electoral
Commission.
President Ross is faced with a
dilemma: cancel everything for the rest
of the year—or set up a meeting at an
alternative time. What about the earlier
Saturday? The hall is not available, so
what about on the Saturday morning?
Unheard of! Will the guest speaker still
be available? Will people come?
Ross decides to try Saturday AM for
our meeting. Guest speaker can still
come… Phew! Success! Our ladies in the
catering department cleverly change
over from afternoon tea to morning tea.
History reveals that nations have
fallen due to their inability to accept this

degree of change — not so our
ladies or the rest of the crew. The
digital devils, the chair arrangers,
the cup washer-uppers, even the
coffee and tea makers were able
to persuade their crews to accept
a morning timetable.
Even Santa in full winter gear
rescheduled plans to visit us.
The meeting was a 110%
success, just as the year’s earlier
meetings were, thanks to the
‘somebody’ family which arranges and
does all of this for us members.
* * *
By the way, it can’t be said that we
let grass grow under our feet on the
Election Day. The Society’s display and
book-selling benefitted from a high
visibility position in front of those
queuing to vote.
“It was particularly useful to have
Gerard on hand to inscribe copies of
Reflections and Homes with History,”
said organiser Ross.
As a result, 39 books were sold,

several joined as members, and
many more signed up to receive the free
online newsletter. The display of historic
photos mesmerised many.
“You’re doing a great job of
preserving the past,” was a recurrent
response. Sincere thanks go to the
election day helpers including Desley,
Ellen, Marina, Robyn and Stuart.
It’s with optimism that we begin the
2018 program. We have many of the
speakers already in place. All that we
most need is your loyal attendance.

REMEMBERING WWI

moved between sectors of the front on the Somme
and in Belgian Flanders, fighting in the battles of
Pozières, Mouquet Farm, First Bullecourt, Messines
and the Third Battle of Ypres. On returning from
RANCIS (Frank) Nathaniel Day was born
leave in London in June 1917, Frank was
at Lawes Gully near Stanthorpe
transferred to the Battalion Orderly
on 3 August 1895, eldest of the eight
Room. The battalion spent most of the
children of Nathaniel and Jessie Day.
rest of the war in the Somme area.
Soon afterwards the family moved
Frank had leave in Paris in November
to Brisbane, where Nat became
1918, and was among the crowds
manager of the Times Cash Store
celebrating in the streets on Armistice
in Breakfast Creek Road, Newstead,
Day. Before embarking for Australia in
opposite Newstead House.
June 1919, he had the responsibility of
The Days lived in the shop-house
handing over the battalion records to AIF
until around 1907, then moved to Jeays
Headquarters in London.
Street, Bowen Hills, and in 1913 to Ross
Frank was awarded the Meritorious
Street, Newstead.
Service Medal for “conspicuous good
Frank’s schooling was at Fortitude
Responding to last
work and devotion to duty” as Battalion
Valley Boys’ School. He was a keen
Orderly Room corporal, keeping “the
September’s article
member of the Scouts and became a
Battalion records in a most efficient
about the New Farm
scoutmaster of the New Farm troop.
manner frequently under fire and very
State School honour
Frank was a 19-year-old clerk when he
adverse conditions”.
board, Carolyn
enlisted in the AIF in July 1915.
Frank moved to Stanthorpe in 1921
Fitz-Gerald has kindly
After training at Enoggera, Frank
contributed this article because of his “weak chest”, attributed
joined the 15th Battalion in Egypt. The
about Frank Day (last to his being gassed during the war. He
battalion sailed to Marseilles in early
column on the board) returned to Brisbane after the family
June, and by 6 August he was in the
moved to Albion Heights.
who was her father’s
front-line trenches at Pozières.
Frank married long-term friend Lettie
eldest brother.
Three days later he was reported
Anderton in February 1931. He died of
wounded in action (“shellshock”) but
pulmonary tuberculosis on 7 November
returned to his unit after a week in rest camp. In
of that year. His grave is in the War Service section of
the course of the following 18 months, the battalion
the Toowong Cemetery.

Newstead shopkeeper kept the records

F

A faithful friend is the medicine of life…
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MARCH MEETING

Dr. Ellen McArthur who has been
researching the retail archives for
years.
Ellen will be ‘Talking Shop’ at the
F it’s true that shopping is cheaper
March meeting of the New Farm and
than therapy, then New Farm citizens
Districts Historical Society.
had it made in the good old days with
Do you have any shopping dockets
the retail mecca of the Valley on their
from
that era, or perhaps a garment
doorstep.
bought
at McWhirters or TCB? You’re
How many of us shopped regularly at
welcome to bring them along.
McWhirters, TC Beirne or Overells, plus
All are invited to attend at 2-4pm on
the co-operatives and the chain stores?
Saturday 24 March at Merthyr Road
Many of us even worked as students in
Fifties chic: Model Cherry Walker Uniting Church Centre. Afternoon
department stores during vacations.
striking a stylish pose in a T. C.
tea will be provided.
Now it’s all changing—and who
For more details, please phone
better to chart for us the history of the Beirne advert in Brisbane in
1952 — SLQ 30706-0001-0018
0409 498 402.
everyday experience of shopping than

Talking shops and shopping

I

YOUNG CITIZEN

BOOK NOW

One act of kindness after another…

S

ELENA Ferguson (left) was
named Young Citizen of
the Year at the recent Lord
Mayor’s Australia Day Awards,
in recogition of her remarkable
community-minded disposition.
Why, among her many
initiatives, was making more than
150 Christmas cards for BCC bus
drivers. She has put her energies
into many projects, and believes in approaching the
world via one act of kindness after another.
Selena has been invited to say a few words at
our February meeting in order to set the year’s ball
rolling on a youthful, positive note!

CALLING WRITERS

1919 flu centenary approaches…

A

NDALSO BOOKS is looking for Queensland writers interested
in contributing creative non-fiction short stories to an
anthology about the ‘Spanish Flu’ epidemic of 1919.
The centenary
of this disease—the
deadliest pandemic
in history—is an
opportunity to publish
compelling and
dramatic stories about
our state’s worst natural
disaster.
They are keen to
hear from regional
writers who can tell
local stories (and also Brisbane writers).
Expressions of interest (due 24 February) and relevant queries
should be directed to: info@andalsobooks.com.

When you turn 80, it’s time to
have a ball…

Y

OU are
invited to
join the RBWH
Alumni for a
special evening
of good food, fine
wine, amazing
friends and
colleagues, and
plenty of reminiscing, as this year they celebrate
yet another milestone in the history of the RBWH,
the 80th anniversary of the Brisbane Women’s
Hospital.
Special guest speaker on the night will be
Emeritus Professor John Pearn AO RFD. Professor
Pearn is a renowned Brisbane paediatrician,
Honorary Consultant at Royal Women’s Hospital,
former staff member at Royal Brisbane Hospital,
and Senior Clinician at Royal Children’s Hospital for
46 years.
The dinner is being held on Friday 23 March at
Royal on the Park, Brisbane. Tickets for the dinner
are $150 each and include a three-course meal and
drinks.
Buy your tickets securely by phoning the RBWH
Foundation on 07 3646 7588 to purchase tickets
over the phone—or download a booking form and
return it to RBWH Foundation via mail, email or fax.

A novel is a mirror walking along a main road… (Stendal)
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New Farm & Districts Historical Society Inc • The Office is located at the front of the Ron Muir Meeting Room,
New Farm Library, right behind the green bench @ 135 Sydney Street. • Office Open Hours: Every Thursday 2-4pm
Postal Address: PO Box 1141 NEW FARM 4005 • Email: info@newfarmhistorical.org.au

President: Ross Garnett • Phone 3254 1449 • drgarn@bigpond.net.au
Vice President: Phil Evans
Secretary: Bernie Driessen
Treasurer: Denise Buckby

Committee: Bernie Driessen, Jim MacDonald, Ann
Sargeant and Ben Wieland
Newsletter Editor: Gerard Benjamin
• ggerardb@bigpond.net.au

All books are divisible into two classes: the books of the hour, and the books of all time… (Ruskin)
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MONTHLY HISTORY COLUMN from
MY VILLAGE NEWS — JANUARY 2018
A book must be the axe for the frozen sea inside us. (Kafka)
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BOOKS published by the New Farm & Districts Historical Society Inc.
Homes with History — on the New Farm Peninsula
by Gerard Benjamin

This enthralling snapshot of more than 20 local homes notes architectural
details, but its main focus is on people—those who built the houses, the
architects who designed them, and the successive residents and families
who occupied and adapted them.
When launching the book, the former Governor of Queensland Penelope
Wensley said, “The individual stories are absorbing… All who take the
time to read the book will enjoy the parade of personalities that passes
through its pages…”
160pp, illustrated in colour; includes five letters (1848-52) of James Gibbon
PAPERBACK, $35; HARDBACK, $59.50.

Reflections on New Farm
compiled by Gerard Benjamin & Gloria Grant

This book has sold more than 3,000 copies, and is an indispensable
reference about New Farm’s past, with enlightening insights about the
suburb’s notable places, people, landmarks and events — particularly
through the eyes of long-time residents who remember how it used to
be… With 35 chapters and over 150 photos or graphics, you’ll relish these
valuable personal recollections and wonderful stories.
PAPERBACK, 2008, 176pp. ISBN: 9780980586800 — $25

Tides of Teneriffe
by Vicki Bridgstock

How Teneriffe has changed—from being a colonial outpost, when its wool
and sugar wharves were the centre of Queensland’s economic boom, to
being a bustling inner city suburb in its own right.
Vicki’s book puts you in the flow of Teneriffe’s past and local memories,
and features historic images and never-before published photos of life in
Teneriffe. Hear the hidden voices and stories behind this choice spot in
Brisbane’s heartland.
PAPERBACK, 2009, 72pp. • ISBN: 9780980586817 — $20

The three books are available from local bookshops in New Farm, as well as from the State Library of Queensland Library Shop.
Alternatively, the books may be purchased from the New Farm & Districts Historical Society Inc. Phone (07) 3254 1449 or email:
info@newfarmhistorical.org.au.• www.newfarmhistorical.org.au

Hanging is too good for a man who makes puns. He should be drawn and quoted…

