
NEW FARM & Districts
HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC.
www.newfarmhistor ical.org.au

 NEWSLETTER  MARCH 2018 Vol.  XXIV,  No.  2 

FEBRUARY MEETING 

Polished stories, sparkling afternoon…

A CAPACITY crowd enjoyed another delightful 
afternoon learning about prominent Brisbane 

family, Wallace Bishop Jewellers.
Third generation, Wallace, and his 

daughter, Virginia, indulged our thirst for 
more local Brisbane history. The story 
began in Birmingham in the 19th century, 
the world centre for jewellery making.

Wallace’s grandfather 
and his wife migrated to 
Australia in 1907 with the 
intention of farming in 
Rockhampton, however, 
they were persuaded 
to settle in Brisbane to 
continue their craft. This 
they did, but they also 
bought land at Kenmore to 
graze horses and cattle.

Wallace, the founder, opened his first store in 
1917 and was duly robbed on that first day. He was 
required for the war effort and also did badge-making 
and enamelling. This first store was near the current 
Brisbane Arcade, with the factory nearby in George 
Street. Eventually, the flagship store was situated at 
the corner of Adelaide and Albert streets, where it 
remained until the 1990s. 

On 1st September 1939, the war 
began and the Wallace Bishop Arcade 
opened. Once again they survived 
the war by making enamelled 
badges. Wallace recalled his father 
entertaining Macarthur at the 
Brisbane Club through the war. 

Wallace also fondly recalled 
his school days at BBC, eagerly terminating his 

studies in grade 10 to begin work immediately in 
the family business. He 
studied gemology and 
jewellery making, and 
travelled to Switzerland 
for further education. 
He took over the family 
business, and expanded 
rapidly during the 60s 
and 70s as shopping 
complexes opened, 
eventually numbering 56 

stores. Along the way, WB absorbed Hardy Brothers 
and finally the factory moved to Doggett Street in 
1997. Wallace also discussed the association with 
Argyle Diamonds, and the design of the Melbourne 
Cup. Now, the fifth generation runs the business, 
employing 18 jewellers in the largest jewellery 
factory in the Southern hemisphere.

All agreed that it was a most entertaining 
afternoon, hosted by a charming father and daughter.

Opportunities multiply as they are seized…

BY
Joanna Phillips

MARCH MEETING 

Time for retail therapy!

V IRTUALLY everybody is a shopper, 
and there is no commercial 

transaction more everyday than 
shopping—but how often do you stop to 
ask: How did things get to be this way? 

Dr Ellen McArthur, who has spent 
years researching retail archives, will be 
‘Talking Shop’ at the March meeting of 
the New Farm and Districts Historical 
Society. 

“McWhirters, TC Beirne and 
Overells in the Valley are long gone—

and now it’s all changing 
again with the arrival 
of online shopping and 
Amazon,” said Ellen.

Come and hear more 
from Ellen about this 
fascinating subject on 
Saturday 24 March, 2-4pm, 
at Merthyr Road Uniting 
Church Centre. All are 
welcome. Afternoon tea will 
be provided. Why not bring a 
friend or two…

For more details, please 
phone 0409 498 402.

http://www.newfarmhistorical.org.au
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CAN YOU HELP? 

In search of Dr Kelly of Mona  
at 793 Brunswick Street

IN 1902, Dr. William Ryton Kelly MB BS 
was registered to practise medicine in 

Queensland, and took up an appointment at 
the General Hospital, Brisbane.

He had earlier graduated from the 
University of Melbourne. Soon after, on 24 
May 1904, he married Stella Woodley and they 
had two sons.

With the advent of World War I, Dr Kelly 
served as an army doctor in Egypt, Gallipoli 
(30 Apr to 15 November 1915), then in France 
and Belgium from April 1916 to June 1917.

By 1922, he was in private practice at a 
house named Mona at 793 Brunswick Street. 

Examination with a magnifying glass of an 
early photograph of the house reveals a sign 
above the entrance with the doctor’s name, 
plus a brass plaque on the front fence beside 
the gate.

Dr Kelly was the son of Robert & Mary 
(Steer) and died in December 1940 aged 62.

His great-granddaughter, Melissa Eggins, is 
hoping to discover more details about the family.

“In particular, we are trying to find information 
about the family of Dr Kelly’s son, Robert Blake 
Kelly, who is my grandfather. He died in Darwin in 

1972 and had been married to Vera Olive Kelly (my 
grandmother),” said Melissa.

Dr Kelly still appears to have been practising in 
New Farm during the 1930s. If you could provide 
Melissa with any assistance, please contact her by 
emailing: <melissa.eggins@gmail.com>.

A friend is worth all the hazards we can run…

OUR NEWSLETTER FAN CLUB  

LOVE GETTING YOUR NEWSLETTER… Your 
local history story is very different from ours 
in inner suburban Melbourne. You certainly 
sound like an enthusiastic bunch!

— Jane Nigro, Vice-president,  
Malvern Historical Society

THANK YOU for your always welcome 
Newsletter which I find most interesting. 
Good old New Farm—I miss it more as each 
year passes. Great and good memories. 

— Kenneth O’Connell

IT’S ONE OF THE BEST QUALITY Newsletters 
of any community organisation I’ve seen—
full of interesting and varied news items, and 
a bright and colourful production to boot.—
BTW, I shared the latest newsletter of yours 
with my sister Helen, and her spontaneous 
email reaction was: “I agree. The first thing I 
noticed was its excellent quality.” 

— Don Doherty, Brisbane

ACROSS THE WATER  

Making the link with Kangaroo Point history

CHRISTA Gerard from the Kangaroo Point & Districts 
Historical Society is keen that New Farm Society members 

know that history is alive and well just across the river.
“Our goal is to share, study and preserve the rich history of 

Kangaroo Point, East Brisbane, Woolloongabba and surrounding 
suburbs on the inner-south side,” said Christa.

 Can you contribute memories, stories or photos of life in 
the early days of these suburbs? Like to share your expertise 
in research or technology, or even assist in the setting up of 
this organisation? If so, visit their Facebook site, or contact the 
KP&DHS on: kangaroopoint.districtshistsoc@gmail.com.

Kelly family: (Top) Mona was 
previously occupied by the Brayden 
family. (Above) Dr Kelly and his wife 
Stella May (Woodley) and their two 
boys William Hume Kelly (left) and 
Robert Blake Kelly. Their daughter 
Sheila Grace Kelly was born later.

mailto:kangaroopoint.districtshistsoc%40gmail.com?subject=Enquiry%20to%20Kangaroo%20Point%20History
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT Ross Garnett

The pleasures of shopping…

RETAILING is “in my blood” since 
along with myself, my father, 

grandfather and great grandfather 
were all in the family grocery 
business which was established 
in 1888. On the other hand, we 
all need to shop! For some, it’s a 

refreshing pastime, while others of 
us deal with it simply as necessity 
demands. 

Several coming meetings this 
year are featuring ‘names’ of 
businesses well-known to those 
who grew up in Brisbane. Even if 

you, like me, don’t enjoy ‘just browsing’, you are 
likely to be intrigued by the coming meeting.

Remember when your mother put on a ‘good 
dress’, hat and gloves and took you to ‘The 
Valley’ or to ‘The City’ to shop— which might 
have included inspecting McWhirters’ windows 
decorated with an animated Christmas story, and 
maybe lunch afterwards at Coles Cafeteria? 

Dr Ellen McArthur’s talk on Saturday 24th March 
is sure to bring back happy memories. Maybe you 
have some photos featuring the shops or shopping 
memorabilia? You are most welcome to bring them 
along for display at the meeting.

Pioneering days: This early plan of New Farm shows original 
landholders such as William Barker and W.A. Brown, and 
provides clues to the later naming of streets and properties. 
Since large allotments on Brunswick Street ran back to the 
river, only later was ‘lower’ Bowen Terrace surveyed. The red 
dot marks the present day Moreton Club on Moray Street.

It does not matter how slowly you go as long as you do not stop…

New Farm and Districts Historical Society 
www.newfarmhistorical.org.au  

Enquiries: 0409 498 402 

TALKING	SHOP	
A	history	of	shopping	in	the	
New	Farm/FV	area	
Speaker:	Dr	Ellen	McArthur	

Photos:	Qld	State	Library	

Overells	

McWhirters	
TC	Beirne	

APRIL MEETING 

George’s yarns sure  
to suit you…

WHILE the George 
Symons family business 

manufactured uniforms for the 
Queensland Police, Railways, 
Ambulance, Fire Brigade and the 
RAAF, as well as lots of school 
wear, the name is most famously 
associated with men’s fashion 
garments and suits.

George Symons himself will be 
the speaker at our April meeting. 
Applying all of his charming raconteurial skills, 
he’ll stitch together the family generational story, 
starting from the small Greek island of Castellorizo, 
and he’ll mark out the seam that continues through 
Egypt, Gallipoli during WWI with the Aussies, 
Adelaide, Melbourne, and finally Brisbane, and not 
forgetting exports to Hong Kong and four shops in 
Sydney.

“Yes, there are even New Farm connections,” 
says George, a well known local resident.

Come and hear George’s skilfully-tailored yarns 
on Saturday 28 April, 2-4pm, at Merthyr Road 
Uniting Church Centre. Arrive early, and bring a 
friend since all are welcome. Afternoon tea will be 
provided. 

Inspiring words: 
Councillor 
Vicki Howard 
introduces Young 
Citizen of the 
Year, Selena 
Ferguson.
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WAY BACK WHEN 

Merthyr Road shopkeeper…

MY grandmother Lillian Emma Humphreys 
was a woman with ‘itchy feet’, and from 

the time when she and her husband with the 
first four of their six children arrived from the 
UK in 1908 to go to Mount Morgan, to the time 
when my newly widowed grandmother moved 
into a small house in Highgate Hill in 1949, she 
had lived at seven different addresses. 

My grandfather, John Miller Humphreys, 
was a master printer, stationer, journalist and 
editor. Two of my second cousins collaborated 
in writing a family history, and all that I know 
about my grandparents’ time in New Farm is 
contained in that account, as per the following 
extract:  

WHEN Lillian returned, she did not like the 
Tweed Heads business and the family moved 
back to Brisbane. The family again went into 
a shop — at the corner of Merthyr Road and 
Hawthorne Street, New Farm, near the wharf. 
That shop was a newsagency and sold stationery 
and fancy goods as well as serving food at tables, 
mainly to seafarers. 

Kit (Lillian’s sister) helped in the shop. Lillian 
hated the food side of the business. In January 
1932, Lillian had to give evidence at the inquest 

into the death of a night watchman whose body 
had been found in the Brisbane River near the 
Hawthorne ferry. She had served the man in the 
shop the night before and helped him out. The 
inquest determined in the light of police evidence 
that the man had probably fallen from the bank 
and hit his head on sharp stones at the bottom. 
Kit and some of the family members went to 
church at St Andrew’s, South Brisbane, while they 
were living at New Farm.

FASHION BOOK 

Remember Keri Craig?

OUR inaugural speaker for 
2017 was Brisbane’s first 

woman Lord Mayor, Sallyanne 
Atkinson—and one of the stories 
she might have told was that 
when she took office in 1992, a 
royal visit was imminent.

In answer to the question, 
“What to wear?”, she immediately 
thought of Keri Craig, the young 
designer who had won so many RAQ fashion awards. 

Many of you will be familiar with the name. Keri 
still has the Emporium in the Brisbane Arcade in the 
city. For the last four years she has been working on 
a weighty coffee table book entitled The Lady, The 
Label, The Lifestyle. 

Gerard was involved in the last two years of the 
book’s production, working on the layout.

Keri has kindly donated a copy to the Society, and 
when it was put on display at the February meeting, it 

was eagerly perused. 
It will continue to be 
displayed at coming 
monthly meetings.

Please feel free 
to leaf through this 
book of sumptuous 
photography which tells the story of how this classy 
designer played a key role in the blossoming of 
Queensland Fashion. Why, those among you with an 
eye to style might even spot some ideas that suit you.

Fashion wears out more apparel than the man… Shakespeare

Sunshine Coast resident Don Doherty fondly 
remembers New Farm, and has kindly forwarded these 

details of the time when his Grandmother kept the shop 
on the corner of Merthyr Road and Hawthorne Street. 
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New Farm & Districts Historical Society Inc • The Office is located at the front of the Ron Muir Meeting Room,  
New Farm Library, right behind the green bench @ 135 Sydney Street. • Office Open Hours: Every Thursday 2-4pm

Postal Address: PO Box 1141 NEW FARM 4005 • Email: info@newfarmhistorical.org.au

President: Ross Garnett • Phone 3254 1449 • drgarn@bigpond.net.au   
Vice President: Phil Evans
Secretary: Bernie Driessen 
Treasurer: Denise Buckby

Committee: Bernie Driessen, Jim MacDonald, Ann 
Sargeant and Ben Wieland
Newsletter Editor: Gerard Benjamin  

• ggerardb@bigpond.net.au

Many Thanks to  
Claire Moore  

Senator for Queensland 1300 301 879  
for photocopying the newsletter

 Poster: Desley Garnett  Design & Layout: Gerard Benjamin Photography: Gerard Benjamin, Chris Derrick

Wherever you go, go with all your heart…

mailto:info%40newfarmhistorical.org.au?subject=Enquiry%20to%20New%20Farm%20and%20Districts%20Historical%20Society
mailto:  drgarn@bigpond.net.au
mailto:ggerardb%40bigpond.net.au?subject=Enquiry%20to%20NFDHS%20Newsletter%20Editor
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Reflections on New Farm
compiled by Gerard Benjamin & Gloria Grant

This book has sold more than 3,000 copies, and is an indispensable 
reference about New Farm’s past, with enlightening insights about the 
suburb’s notable places, people, landmarks and events — particularly 
through the eyes of long-time residents who remember how it used to 
be… With 35 chapters and over 150 photos or graphics, you’ll relish these 
valuable personal recollections and wonderful stories.
PAPERBACK, 2008, 176pp.  ISBN: 9780980586800 — $25

Homes with History — on the New Farm Peninsula
by Gerard Benjamin

This enthralling snapshot of more than 20 local homes notes architectural 
details, but its main focus is on people—those who built the houses, the 
architects who designed them, and the successive residents and families 
who occupied and adapted them.

When launching the book, the former Governor of Queensland Penelope 
Wensley said, “The individual stories are absorbing… All who take the 
time to read the book will enjoy the parade of personalities that passes 
through its pages…”
160pp, illustrated in colour; includes five letters (1848-52) of James Gibbon 
PAPERBACK, $35; HARDBACK, $59.50. 

Tides of Teneriffe
by Vicki Bridgstock

How Teneriffe has changed—from being a colonial outpost, when its wool 
and sugar wharves were the centre of Queensland’s economic boom, to 
being a bustling inner city suburb in its own right.

Vicki’s book puts you in the flow of Teneriffe’s past and local memories, 
and features historic images and never-before published photos of life in 
Teneriffe. Hear the hidden voices and stories behind this choice spot in 
Brisbane’s heartland.

PAPERBACK, 2009, 72pp.  • ISBN: 9780980586817 — $20

BOOKS published by the New Farm & Districts Historical Society Inc.

The three books are available from local bookshops in New Farm, as well as from the State Library of Queensland Library Shop. 
Alternatively, the books may be purchased from the New Farm & Districts Historical Society Inc. Phone (07) 3254 1449 or email: 
info@newfarmhistorical.org.au.• www.newfarmhistorical.org.au

A person who won’t read, has no advantage over one who can’t read… Mark Twain

OVER
 4,000 SO

LD
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PO	Box	1141,	New	Farm	QLD	4005.	ABN:	15-485-028-346	
	

Membership	Form	
Annual	Membership	–	1	September	2017	to	31st	August	2018	

Type	of	Membership	 	 Renewal	 	 New	

Name:	 	

Residential	Address:	
	

	 P/Code:	

Postal	Address:	
	

	 P/Code:	

Telephone:	 Work/Mobile:	 	 Home:	 	

Email:	 	

Photo	permission	 	Photographs	taken	at	public	meetings	may	be	published	in	newsletters	and	on	social	media	

I	can	volunteer	in	the	following	ways:	
o Welcoming	at	meetings	
o Set	up	/	clear	up	of	room	
o IT	support	at	meetings	
o Assist	with	afternoon	tea	
o Advise	on	new	technology	

o Collect	Oral	Histories	
o Assist	with	archives	
o Write	short	historical	items	for	website	
o Other	–	please	specify	

	

Membership	Cost:	$10	
	

Signed:...........................................................................................	Date:.................................................	
Payment	method:	

Bank	Transfer:	to	New	Farm	and	Districts	Historical	Society	Inc.	
BSB	034065	-	Account	Number	146217	–	Reference:	MEMB	and	your	surname.	Please	post										
or	email	completed	form		

	

cheque	or	money	order	payable	to:	New	Farm	&	Districts	Historical	Society	Inc.	
	

	Cash	at	public	meeting	or	Society	Office	
Post	to:		 PO	Box	1141	
	 	 New	Farm	QLD	4005	

Email	to:	info@newfarmhistorical.org.au

	
Office	Use	Only:	
Receipt	No:	 Date:	 Treasurer:	
Date	Entered	on	Register:	 Secretary:	
	

2

Membership	year	is	September	to	August.	We	invite	you	to	pay	
your	$10	now	for	the	2017-2018	year	

1

Our	Our	


