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No great work is  ever accomplished without joy…

MARCH MEETING  Stewart Free

High calibre talk about Fort Lytton

IN any talk about a military fort, the calibre of 
cannon will have top priority, and this was the case 

when more than 70 attendees enjoyed an address 
by Harry Lynas (pictured left) 
from Fort Lytton.

Named after Edward 
Bulwer Lytton who was 
the Colonial Secretary of 
State during 1858-59, the 
fort was constructed in the 
1880s as defence against a 
possible Russian invasion. 
Harry showed a variety of 
photographs, and we learned 
about the two 64-pound 

cannon first fired in 1881.
The Governor of Queensland, George Ferguson 

Bowen, had arrived in Brisbane and was apparently 
disappointed that he didn’t receive a cannon salute—
so he sent for cannon.

In January 1879 three cannon were mounted in the 
Brisbane Botanic Gardens and were fired in series for 
salutes. On the 15th January, timing was misjudged 
and one man was killed and another lost an arm.

By way of comparison, the cannon which is 
remembered by generations of New Farm kids 
playing near Wilson’s Outlook overlooking the Story 
Bridge, was a 24-pounder.

 Lytton Fort was a typical 19th century garrison 
installation, comprised of a pentagonal fortress 
concealed behind grassy embankments. It was 
surrounded for greater protection by a water-filled 
moat. The designer was military engineer, Lieutenant-
Colonel Peter Scratchley (1835-1885).

By being sited at the mouth of the Brisbane River, 
the aim was to deny enemy vessels access to the 
town. The fort was enhanced by a remote-controlled 
minefield across the mouth of the river, and four 
muzzle-loading heavy guns (two 80-pounders and two 
64-pounders). The minefield was closed in 1908, but 
two six-inch 100-pound breech-loading disappearing 
guns continued in operation until 1938. 

Throughout its life, Fort Lytton has been a major 
training base. Thousands of soldiers trained here 
for the Boer War, World War I and World War II. For 

its first forty years, the fort was 
also the main training base for 
Queensland’s reserve soldiers. 
Each year up to 5000 reservists 
attended training at the “Easter 
Encampment”. 

During World War II, searchlights 
were built into the concrete 
at the Fort. Complementing 
Lytton’s firepower were 155 mm 

guns mounted on Bribie and Moreton Islands in 
emplacements which can still be visited.

Mike McLean from Brisbane Open House (pictured 
above) rounded off the afternoon by pointing 
out that the Fort Lytton Historical Precinct and 
Quarantine Station will be open for “History Alive” on 
10-11 June and then for Brisbane Open House on 7-8 
October 2017. Sincere thanks to both Harry and Mike.

LETTER TO EDITOR 

The house in which I grew up…
I have just finished reading your recent newsletter, and was 
thrilled to see mention of the Rosenskjar house in Brunswick 
Street (“Pre-Village residence”, NFDHS Newsletter, March 
2017). I grew up there, being 
one of the seven children 
of Leo and Lorna Quillinan. 
Leo was Fred Rosenskjar’s 
nephew. 
MY family still has a strong 
connection to New Farm. Two 
of my brothers still live there 
though they are soon leaving. 
WHILE Leo died years ago, 
Lorna Quillinan is still going strong and has lived in New 
Farm for 60 years.
I work at All Hallows’ School as a history teacher where so 
many New Farm girls received their education. 
FATHER Jack, who was also mentioned, passed away only a 
couple of years ago but I know he was passionate about the 
family history and would be as thrilled as I was to read that 
story. Thanks for the trip down memory lane…

NEAL QUILLINAN

Anzac Day Service — 25 April 2017 from 9:00 to 10:00am
Sandakan Cenotaph, New Farm Park
Anzac Day Dawn Service — 25 April 2017 
commencing at 05:30am. Submariners Walk Heritage Trail, Teneriffe 
Boardwalk, opposite Beeston Street.
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The best portion of a good man’s life is his little, nameless, unremembered acts of kindness and love. (Wordsworth)

NFVN: THIS MONTH

Honour board’s 3rd name
THE WWI Honour Board at New Farm 
Bowls Club lists 22 names, the third 
of which is Frank Burdett Scougall. 
Typifying the wealth of history that 
these names represent, it was a 

revelation to discover that (First) Lieutenant Scougall’s 
grandfather was a key figure in opening up the Darling 
Downs almost 70 years before. 
The article received an immediate response from New 
Farm resident Jane Grealy, who wrote: 

I was surprised when I saw the name Scougall in your 
article – not a common name – and I continued to 
read with great interest.
My grandfather was Stuart Seaton Hammond 
Scougall and I believe he was the next younger 
brother of Frank Richard Burdett Scougall, their father 
being Seaton Dun Scougall. 
Of interest is that my uncle, the firstborn of Stuart, was 
called Frank Stuart, no doubt after his brother, this 
earlier Frank. My Uncle Frank died at the age of 21 in 
WW2, whilst serving in the RAF in Britain.
I would be very interested in seeing the Scougall 
residence in Bowen Terrace if you could give me the 
number. I walk down Bowen Terrace most days and I 
am sure to have walked past it – if it is still there. It is a 
small world! 
Thank-you for your article.

Gerard was able to convey 
the happy news that the 
house once known as 
“Duninald” still stands at 
527 Lower Bowen Terrace. 
When Jane was informed, 
she said, “I have walked 
past that house regularly 

over the last 40 years that I have lived in 
New Farm and had no idea. I once even owned a house 
nearby…” 
Read the whole article online at <newfarmvillagenews.
com.au/latest-issue> (p 13).

+

New Farm and Districts Historical Society 

Enquiries: 0409 498 402 

Saturday 22nd April, 2 pm 
Speaker: Julie Martin 

Hear the 
stories of 

men whose 
names 

appear on the 
Booroodabin 

Bowls Club 
Honour 

Board 

WORLD WAR I 
HEROES OF 

THE NEW 
FARM 

PENINSULA 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT Ross Garnett

No shortage of historical records

LAST November, I was invited to attend a function 
at the Booroodabin Bowls Club (‘The Boo’) to 

recognize the restoration of the Honour Board 
found under the building. As well as returning 
the board to a place of honour, historian Julie 
Martin has researched the people named on it and 
developed a significant audio-visual display.

I immediately thought this would be of interest 
to our Society because there were sure to be 
individuals who lived in ‘New Farm and Districts’. 

This is an apt topic for April just ahead of Anzac 
Day. I will represent the Society at the New Farm 
State School’s service and at the Sandakan Memorial 
in New Farm Park, while Denise Buckby will be our 
representative at the Dawn Service on Teneriffe 
Boardwalk.  

We now hold some historical records from New 
Farm State School in our archives, including many 
photos and documents. Many of the latter relate to 
the school’s establishment in 1901. Please contact 
us if you would like to view this material. 

I want to make special mention of our member 
Ron Altmann who established and continues to 
moderate the FaceBook page New Farm History.  It 
is definitely worth a visit and your contribution to 
the shared information is welcome. Connections are 
being made…

newfarmvillagenews.com.au/latest-issue
newfarmvillagenews.com.au/latest-issue
https://www.facebook.com/groups/896121323791936/
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FROM THE NEWSPAPERS 

Cool day in the Park: The attendees looked well rugged-up for the official opening of New Farm Park by the Mayor of 
Brisbane on the occasion of the Peace Day Reception in 1919. — The Queenslander, 26 July, 1919.

MAY MEETING 

The story behind City Hall…

FACTIONALISM, animosity, self-interest, 
professional envy, and suspicion of 

corruption…  in Brisbane? Surely not! 
Unfortunately yes, when it came to the issue 
of planning a more suitable town hall than the 
original one in Queen Street.

“For forty years Council argued about the 
location, whether it should be constructed in the 
commercial heart of the city or much closer to 
Fortitude Valley,” said Denver Beanland, author 
of a recent landmark book about the history of 
the old Town Hall, City Hall, and the Brisbane City 
Council 1985-2013.

Denver, who stode the corridors of ‘The Million 
Pound Town Hall’ as Deputy during Sallyanne 
Atkinson’s Lord Mayoralty, is ideally suited to 
relate this segment of Brisbane history. He is to be 
our guest speaker in May.

Come and appreciate Denver’s wealth of 
knowledge on Saturday 27 May at Merthyr Road 
Uniting Church Centre, 2-4pm. Encourage your 
friends to attend so as to enjoy the input, the 
afternoon tea and the camaraderie. 

APRIL MEETING 

Familiar names on Booroodabin Board

OUR pre-Anzac Day meeting will feature historian 
Julie Martin who will share some local stories 

of the First World War. Julie researched the names 
on the WWI honour board at the Booroodabin 

Bowls Club at Bowen Hills 
for a Centenary Anzac Grant 
Project. 

In the course of this, she 
uncovered some moving and 
fascinating stories of the men 
of Bowen Hills, New Farm, and 
surrounding areas. Among the 
names on the Booroodabin 

Honour Board are Overell, Adsett, Barltrop, Cameron, 
Gallagher, Goward, Harley, Minton, Sykes, Trail, 
Winterbottom, Collin, Campbell and Vaughan. 
Recogise any?

Come and hear Julie on Saturday 22 April at 
Merthyr Road Uniting Church Centre, 2-4pm.

Long gone: Brisbane’s original Town Hall in Queen Street was 
built during1864-66.

CAN YOU HELP? 

Reberger family… 
TED Gleeson from Melbourne 
is attempting to locate the 
family of John Anthony “Tim” 
Reberger ex-RANR, with whom he served during WWII.
THE snapshots, from the 1943-44 class at Flinders Naval 
Depot, show Tim (left) and Ted (right).
TIM died in New Guinea on 17/2/1945, and his family’s 
last known address during the war was 26 Sergeant Road, 
New Farm. 
TED was with Tim when he died and attended his burial 
in the Australian General Cemetery Madang.
IF you can help with further information, please contact 
Mr. E.V. Gleeson by phoning (03) 9827 9321, or writing to 
21 Lambert Road, Toorak, Melbourne, Victoria 3142, or 
emailing: egleeson@tpg.com.au.

What wisdom can you find that is greater than kindness? (Rousseau) 
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New Farm & Districts Historical Society Inc • The Office is located at the front of the Ron Muir Meeting Room,  
New Farm Library, right behind the green bench @ 135 Sydney Street. • Office Open Hours: Every Thursday 2-4pm

Postal Address: PO Box 1141 NEW FARM 4005 • Email: info@newfarmhistorical.org.au

President: Ross Garnett • Phone 3254 1449 • drgarn@bigpond.net.au   
Vice President: Phil Evans
Secretary: Bernie Driessen 
Treasurer: Denise Buckby

Committee: Jim MacDonald, Barry Martin and 
Ann Sargeant
Newsletter Editor: Gerard Benjamin  

• ggerardb@bigpond.net.au

Many Thanks to  
Claire Moore  

Senator for Queensland 1300 301 879  
for photocopying the newsletter

 Poster: Desley Garnett  Design & Layout: Gerard Benjamin Photography: Gayle Martin

Historians tell the story of the past, novelists the story of the present. (de Goncourt)

mailto:  drgarn@bigpond.net.au
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Membership	Form	
Annual	Membership	–	1	September	2016	to	31st	August	2017	

Type	of	Membership	 	 Renewal	 	 New	

Name:	 	

Residential	Address:	
	

	 P/Code:	

Postal	Address:	
	

	 P/Code:	

Telephone:	 Work/Mobile:	 	 Home:	 	

Email:	 	

	
I	can	volunteer	in	the	following	ways:	

o Welcoming	at	meetings	
o Set	up	/	clear	up	of	room	
o IT	support	at	meetings	
o Assist	with	afternoon	tea	
o Advise	on	new	technology	

o Collect	Oral	Histories	
o Assist	with	archives	
o Write	short	historical	items	for	

website	
o Other	–	please	specify	

	

Membership	Cost:	$10	
	

Signed:...........................................................................................	Date:.................................................	
Payment	method:	

Bank	Transfer:	to	New	Farm	and	Districts	Historical	Society	Inc.	
BSB	034065	-	Account	Number	146217	–	Reference:	MEMB	and	your	surname	

	

cheque	or	money	order	payable	to:	New	Farm	&	Districts	Historical	Society	Inc.	
	
Cash	at	public	meeting	or	Society	Office	

Post	to:		 PO	Box	1141	
	 	 New	Farm	QLD	4005	
Email	to:	info@newfarmhistorical.org.au	
	
Office	Use	Only:	
Receipt	No:	 Date:	 Treasurer:	
Date	Entered	on	Register:	 Secretary:	
	

Membership	year	is	September	to	August.	We	invite	you	to	pay	
your	$10	now	for	the	2016-2017	year	

Our	Our	


