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FEBRUARY MEETING  Lois Kennedy

Sallyanne certainly made the most 
of jobs ‘not meant for women’…

DAVID Hinchliffe, a 
very familiar political 

figure and artist in New 
Farm, and also Life 
Member of the Historical 
Society, introduced 
our speaker, former 
Lord Mayor Sallyanne 
Atkinson, as a friend 
and a hero.

David described 
Sallyanne as a breath 

of fresh air in a City Hall which was 
seen as “the preserve of boring old men”. David 
said that she brought quality ideas, a plan, and the 
energy to deliver that plan. 

One of the early dilemmas was what to call 
women on council, since there had been so few of 
them: ‘Alderperson’?    

Sallyanne served as Lord Mayor from 1985 to 
1991. Thirty years ago, she was the most powerful 
woman in Brisbane, if not Queensland, but Sallyanne 
Atkinson says she still struggled to gain the respect 
of some of the state’s powerbrokers. From a 
journalist with the Brisbane Telegraph, to serving 
as an alderman and, eventually, Lord Mayor in 
Brisbane City Council, to overseas trade posts and 
ASX-listed company board positions, Ms Atkinson 
opened many doors previously closed to women. 
In short, she went from writing the news to making 
news.

Sallyanne talked about the importance of history, 
collecting the events of our past, and the worry of 
the loss of information, the lack of 
letter writing, and keeping these 
personal and civic memories. In 
her view, to go back and reminisce 
is particularly important for our 
Historical Society and for our 
cities. “History gives our cities their 
personalities,” she said.

During her term as Lord Mayor 
she realised how the inner suburbs, 

the Valley, and New Farm were changing, and 
what was important that needed to be preserved. 
During this period the State Powerhouse was to be 
demolished, but the high cost of over $1M was too 
expensive so it was handed over to the Council. This 
decision gave the State, Brisbane and our suburbs 
an incredible centre for arts and entertainments.

After leaving Southport where she grew up, 
Sallyanne moved to Brisbane as a journalist and 
began her connection with New Farm, where 
she shared a one-bedroom flat in Lower Bowen 
Terrace. She recounted a brush with mortality 
running across the Merthyr Rd- Brunswick Street 
intersection when one of her expensive stiletto 
heels jammed in the tram track. In the face of an 
oncoming tram, it was either herself or the shoe!

 In discussing her recently published book, 
Sallyanne explained that she wanted to call it, 
“An Unexpected Life”. On the other hand, after 
recounting stories such as: “When I was 17 and said 
that I wanted to be a journalist, my grandfather 
said, ‘that’s no job for a woman’,” it was clear that 
here was the appropriate title. As a result, Sallyanne 
explained that her memoir No Job for a Woman is 
“a personal history written to encourage people to 
record their lives and to add to the history of not 
just their families but also their cities.” 

Sallyanne’s achievements, at a personal, 
community and political level, demonstrate how, 
with commitment, an incredible work ethic, and a 
wonderful sense of humour, huge changes can be 
made, bringing the community along to appreciate 
and enjoy the benefits to our cities and our citizens. 

Looking back, Sallyanne reflected on the current 
generation of women and how they certainly ‘don’t 
put up with what we did and would have a quick  
response at being told that’s no job for a woman’. 

“My generation was probably 
the trailblazer of it all,” she 
concluded. Sallyanne Atkinson 
certainly made the most of her 
choices.

Sincere thanks to Sallyanne 
for her engaging address which 
attracted interesting questions 
from among the bumper 
attendance.

Psalm people have all the luck…
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FAREWELL 

Vale to Isabelle of Abbott St

IT is with great sorrow that we 
remember one of the founding 

members of the New Farm and Districts 
Historical Society, Isabelle Davis, who 
died at her home, on 14 February 2017. 

Isabelle was born in 1930 in South Grafton, 
New South Wales, and moved to the family home 
at 22 Abbott Street at the age of seven after the 
death of her father. Following temporary relocation  
to Goondiwindi in the 1940s during the war years, 
Isabelle and her mother returned to Yarrawonga, 
the family home in Abbott Street, New Farm.

Isabelle attended the Miss Stevenson’s New 
Farm Private School, New Farm State School, 
Somerville House and Brisbane Girls Grammar, and 
on graduating from school worked in a clerical role 
at IBC where she met her husband Ken. 

Isabelle and Ken not only shared their lives, but 

also the same day of 
birth: 24 February 1930. 
They were married 
on 16 June 1956 at the 
Valley Presbyterian 
Church, these days a 
nightclub. 

Isabelle was a 
volunteer with a range 
of local community 

organisations including Archibald House and Lady 
Musgrave Lodge, refuges and safe hostels for single 
women, and she was actively involved with Meals 
on Wheels. Her financial expertise included acting 
as auditor for a number of voluntary organisations 
and as the first Treasurer for the New Farm 
Historical Society.

Isabelle had a phenomenal memory and was the 
‘go to’ person for historical details about people, 
places, houses and events on the New Farm 
peninsular. Her reminiscences added invaluable 
detail to the Society’s two books about New Farm.
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT Ross Garnett

Baseball in NF Park... Really?

THE attendance of 130 people at the February 
public meeting was close to a record. Quite 

apart from the speaker’s popularity, it possibly also 
indicates a strong interest in oral history, the stories 
of people’s lives in relation to their community. 

Maybe you have a story that you would like to 
share about your relationship with New Farm or 
the nearby locality, either as a speaker, by giving us 
information or photos for our archives, or by writing 
a short article for our very informative newsletter? If 
so, we would be delighted to hear from you.

Did you know that baseball was played in New 
Farm Park during the 1930-60s? An enquirer is 
seeking photos, etc. to complement the many 
newspaper references in Trove <trove.nla.gov.au/
newspaper/>. Perhaps can you help?

Years ago our grandchildren enjoyed engaging 
school holiday activities at Fort Lytton, marching 
around the site and pretending to load and fire the 
cannon. They had great fun, but there is so much 
more to know about Fort Lytton. We are grateful 
to Harry Lynas, the secretary of the Fort Lytton 
Historical Association, for agreeing to address our 
March meeting. 

Our friend and great supporter Isabelle Davis, 
who passed away on Valentine’s Day, will be greatly 
missed as a source of such historical information. 
The Society offers sincere condolences to her family.

To spread light, either be the candle, or the mirror that reflects it… (Wharton)
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A man wrapped up in himself makes a pretty small package… (Ruskin)

FROM THE ALBUM 

Pre-Village residence…

DESIREE was the Rosenskjar residence in 
Brunswick Street in 1921. These days the spot 

is occupied by the Brunswick Street entrance to the 
Merthyr Village carpark. 

The house was bought in 1921 by Fred Rosenskjar 
and his wife Kit (Quillinan). Earlier they had rented at 
Yarrum, 515 Brunswick Street. Shown on the verandah 
of Desiree are Mrs Rosenskjar and son Jack aged four. 
Eighty-seven years later, Jack, then a retired Catholic 

Priest, was interviewed for Reflections on New Farm. 
He recalled details such as: “Mrs Jessie Gill would 
keep the little shop on the corner with Merthyr Road. 
Her grown daughter was with her and she owned a 
koala bear. All the kids would turn up to nurse the 
koala,” and, “I used to save all the newspapers and 
sell them to Rayner’s [butchers] to wrap the meat.”

Thanks to Mary de Jabrun (nee O’Neill) for kindly 
supplying the image. Her mother May Mezger, Kit’s 
sister, would have been staying at the house when 
the photo was taken.

Neighbours: Thanks 
to Ron Altmann, 
convenor of the “New 
Farm History” Facebook 
site, who sent this 
photo, and wrote: 
“My family rented 
898 Brunswick Street 
(pictured left) from 
Mrs Quillinan during 
the 1950s. She lived 
next door with her 
adult daughter 
at 900 Brunswick 
Street.”

NFVN: THIS MONTH

Star born almost locally
JOHN McCallum and wife Googie 
Withers were well-known actors 
from an earlier era. Later on, it was 
John McCallum who came up with 
the TV show “Skippy”. 

DID you know that this famous performer spent 
part of his childhood in New Farm, and that several 
homes linked with the McCallums still stand? 
Read about this fascinating piece of New Farm 
social history in the latest Village News (p 13). 
<newfarmvillagenews.com.au/latest-issue>. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/896121323791936/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/896121323791936/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/896121323791936/
http://newfarmvillagenews.com.au/latest-issue
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FROM THE NEWSPAPERS 

Park might have arrived 
25 years earlier…

A ccording to this newspaper extract 
(Brisbane Courier, 21 October 

1887, p 5), New Farm Park may have 
come into existence around 25 years 
earlier that its actual establishment 
in 1913. In 1887, six years before the 
CSR Refinery was built, Premier Griffith 
sought unanimity about the proposal. 
Unfortunately, he was opposed by 
soon-to-become-Premier, Mr Boyd 
Morehead.

The land known as the Old Racecourse 

at New Farm, which is to be offered for 
sale on Saturday next, was brought 
under notice in the Assembly yesterday 
by Mr. M’Master, who asked the 
Government to take steps to purchase 
it for the benefit of the people. The 
Premier gave a hopeful reply for a 
Treasurer, agreeing that it would be a 
wise purchase, and offering practically 
on behalf of the Government to 
complete the purchase if the House 
unanimously expressed the opinion 
that it should be done. 

Mr. Morehead put his foot down 
at once, and refused to jump to the 
Premier’s bidding, declaring that the 
money was not available for such 

luxuries as park purchasing, and that, 
if the plan was acceded to in this 
instance, it must be applied all over the 
colony. 

Mr. Morehead thought an equally 
suitable piece of land could be got 
a little further away from Brisbane, 
accessible by rail, at a much less cost 
than this; and that the willingness of 
the Government to make this purchase 
was very inconsistent when compared 
with their past conduct in selling 
reserves all over the colony. Mr. Dutton 
rather warmly denied having done this, 
but the unanimity which the Premier 
courted not being forthcoming, the 
purchase was not authorised.

New Farm from Norman Park: Bulimba Reach of the Brisbane River showing the CSR Refinery, Norris Point (where the 
Powerhouse was later to be built), and the river flats which became New Farm Park from 1913. The photograph was taken 
from the Swanwick home ‘Terangara’ at Norman Park. — SLQ 46023

MARCH MEETING 

Lytton key to Brisbane’s defence…

FORT Lytton is Queensland’s foremost military 
exhibit, with extensive historic fortifications, 

the state’s largest military museum and regular 
military re-enactments.

This intriguing installation will be the topic 
of the next New Farm and Districts Historical 
Society’s meeting.

Harry Lynas, Honorary Secretary of the Fort 
Lytton Historical Association, will explain how this 
extensive defence facility served Brisbane for 
so long. 

All are 
welcome 
on Saturday 
25 March at 
Merthyr Road 
Uniting Church 
Centre, 2-4pm.

APRIL MEETING 

Booroodabin project yields WWI stories

AS a prelude to Anzac Day, the April meeting of 
the New Farm and Districts Historical Society 

will feature historian Julie Martin (pictured) who will 
share some local stories of the First World War. 

Julie played a key role in 
researching the names on the 
First World War honour board 
at the Booroodabin Bowls Club 
at Bowen Hills for a Centenary 
Anzac Grant Project. 

In the course of this, she 
uncovered some surprising, 
moving and fascinating 

stories of the men of New Farm, Bowen Hills and 
surrounding areas. Some were accounts of great 
success and others tragically less so, but all reveal 
the intimate human side of The Great War. 

Come and hear Julie on Saturday 22 April at 
Merthyr Road Uniting Church Centre, 2-4pm.

The great thing about getting older is that you don’t lose all the other ages you’ve been. (L’Engle)
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New Farm & Districts Historical Society Inc • The Office is located at the front of the Ron Muir Meeting Room,  
New Farm Library, right behind the green bench @ 135 Sydney Street. • Office Open Hours: Every Thursday 2-4pm

Postal Address: PO Box 1141 NEW FARM 4005 • Email: info@newfarmhistorical.org.au

President: Ross Garnett • Phone 3254 1449 • drgarn@bigpond.net.au   
Vice President: Phil Evans
Secretary: Bernie Driessen 
Treasurer: Denise Buckby

Committee: Jim MacDonald, Barry Martin and 
Ann Sargeant
Newsletter Editor: Gerard Benjamin  

• ggerardb@bigpond.net.au

Many Thanks to  
Claire Moore  

Senator for Queensland 1300 301 879  
for photocopying the newsletter

 Poster: Desley Garnett  Design & Layout: Gerard Benjamin Photography: Chris Derrick, Gayle Martin

Feel compassion for those who seem to have lost the things that money can’t buy…

mailto:  drgarn@bigpond.net.au
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Membership	Form	
Annual	Membership	–	1	September	2016	to	31st	August	2017	

Type	of	Membership	 	 Renewal	 	 New	

Name:	 	
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I	can	volunteer	in	the	following	ways:	

o Welcoming	at	meetings	
o Set	up	/	clear	up	of	room	
o IT	support	at	meetings	
o Assist	with	afternoon	tea	
o Advise	on	new	technology	

o Collect	Oral	Histories	
o Assist	with	archives	
o Write	short	historical	items	for	

website	
o Other	–	please	specify	

	

Membership	Cost:	$10	
	

Signed:...........................................................................................	Date:.................................................	
Payment	method:	

Bank	Transfer:	to	New	Farm	and	Districts	Historical	Society	Inc.	
BSB	034065	-	Account	Number	146217	–	Reference:	MEMB	and	your	surname	

	

cheque	or	money	order	payable	to:	New	Farm	&	Districts	Historical	Society	Inc.	
	
Cash	at	public	meeting	or	Society	Office	
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your	$10	now	for	the	2016-2017	year	
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