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April meeting: THE RAG TRADE
George Symons: Brisbane tailor
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George promised to thread together some
yarns, but ended up leaving us in stitches!

In a delightful sequel
to last month’s talk on
the history of retailing we were treated this
month to a witty and highly entertaining
account of one of them, the George
Symons Men’s Suits tailoring business.
George Symons, grandson of the founding
George Symons, began by explaining that
he might have to refer occasionally to his
notes because, well, “You’ve all heard of Alzheimer’s. There’s only one thing worse
than that,” he said, “it’s called Georgezheimer’s.” The talk continued in much the
same vein.
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They didn’t have
much money but
George remembers he always had
sixpence (5c) for the Odeon theatre on
Saturdays —threepence to get in and
threepence for lollies.
From Ipswich they rented a property first in
Charlotte Street then in Elizabeth Street
making suits and selling them all the way
up the coast to Cairns. They made clothing
for groups such as the police, fire brigade,
corrective services, RAAF and railways,
even exporting dinner suits to Hong Kong.
A marketing highlight was their decision to
give a suit to each football Player of the
Week thus making George Symons Suits
one of the first sponsors of the Broncos.
The last of these suits went to Darren
Lockyer.

The tailor George Symons Senior changed
his surname from Alexis when he migrated
from a small Greek island to Adelaide in
1922 where he obtained tailoring work
wherever he could. He soon set up shop in
Melbourne where one of his customers was
the gangster Squizzy Taylor. George raised
a laugh recounting that his granddad said of
Squizzy, “He was a very good customer—
he paid cash.”

The business closed in 2013 after 90 years.
George’s talk ended with a pithy saying
from his grandfather; “It doesn’t matter if
you’re rich or poor, so long as you have
money.” George has written a book about
his experiences, The Six-Week Deadline.
It’s somewhat naughty, he says, but for the
adventurous is obtainable from Mary
Ryan’s Books.

George’s father and family moved to
Brisbane when George was 5 years old,
opening their first factory in Ipswich.

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

You will notice that this edition of the newsletter is a little different layout
from the usual. Our expert newsletter editor, Gerard Benjamin, is travelling
overseas for a month and the job of producing the newsletter has fallen to
Desley. Thanks for taking it on, Desley, and happy holidaying, Gerard!
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We are getting close to the Teneriffe Festival (7th July this year) and so it is time to call for
volunteers to represent the Historical Society at our tent again. The Tram Ride Video and the
historical photos are always of interest to the patrons of the festival, but we do need to put
human faces to that history – people who will share a little of their knowledge of the area
and/or their enthusiasm for the purpose of the Historical Society – Gathering information from
the past …. Preserving it for the future. Please put your name on the volunteer list on the
membership table and indicate the best couple of hours for you to be on the roster. We
appreciate the support of members at public activities such as this.
52 Merthyr Rd – Ever wondered about the history of the venue
where we meet?
prepared by Desley Garnett
Unfortunately, little is recorded about the
indigenous people on whose land the
Merthyr Road Uniting Church now stands.
The New Farm area was known as Binkinba, the place of the land tortoise and the
Turrbal people lived in the area. Sometime
between 1827 and 1828, around 240 acres
at the lower end of the New Farm Peninsula
was established as a ‘new farm’ to supply
corn and a variety of fruit and vegetables to
the growing settlement. Merthyr Road was
part of the Moraybank estate, first made
available by auction in 1881.

verandahs on three sides and a double
staircase at the
front.
In the 1920’s, Oakleigh was the home of Dr
Harry Windsor and his family. Newspaper
reports in the mid 1930’s indicate that it
became a guest house and a private hotel
called Oakleigh. During World War II this
home was used for the Union Jack Nurses
Club that provided support for servicemen
in the form of accommodation and meal.

Duchesne College.

A Brisbane Courier newspaper of the day
described it as “Most of the lots command
charming views of the Brisbane River, and
the grounds and residences on both banks
of same. The sea breeze reaches all
without check, the flat open land to northeast extending to the river, formerly the
Racecourse, permitting its free approach.”
(note that Merthyr Rd was previously called
Racecourse St)

In 1947, Oakleigh was acquired by the
Roman Catholic Church to house
Duchesne College, a Catholic Women’s
College attached to the Queensland
University. Another building named “The
Acorn” was erected at the back of the main
house and later an adjoining property was
purchased on which “Little Oak” was built.

From the late 1880’s several families called

The College moved to the new University of
Queensland St. Lucia campus on 12th
December 1958.
Oakleigh home - a
magnificent Queenslander house with

To be continued ….
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FRESHWATER APARTMENTS FRAME 2018 HISTORY
Told by Freshwater Apartments manager, Denise Buckby

Freshwater
Apartments at 1
Gray St, New
Farm, has
unveiled a
wonderful story
of New Farm by
capturing a
collection of 18
neo-historical photographs of the
neighbourhood. Freshwater has a rich
history itself, being the site of the home of
the Ruddle and Maloney families followed
by the Australian Navy’s base HMAS
Moreton. From a storehouse for uniforms
and supplies for the Navy in WW2 through
to the home of the Navy Reserve and the
heavy landing vehicles, the site was
decommissioned by the navy and the
base moved to Bulimba. All this history is
shared in text and picture with the
community on the historic plaques
displayed at Freshwater along the
boardwalk and their front garden.

shots around the
area. From the green
spaces of New Farm
Park including the Bandstand, picnic
shelters and the Jacarandas to the classic
shots of the Powerhouse, Coronet Flats,
the Sugar Refinery, the Wool stores and
the River Boardwalk, it is an impressive
display. Lauren shortlisted the best shots
and apartment owners were given an
opportunity to
vote on what
images were
chosen for the
final collection.
All the photos
tell a story, but
the photo of
Coronet Flats
is the most symbolic at Freshwater as it
provides a precious link from the past to
the present. Tamsin O’Çonnor, a wellknown member of NFDHS and the owner
of Coronet Flats is a descendent of the
Maloney Family mentioned previously as
original residents living where the South
Tower of Freshwater is situated today!

The Freshwater Body Corporate also
recognizes the history of the wider
neighbourhood around them. More iconic
landmarks of New Farm and Teneriffe
have been captured in an impressive
collection of neo-historical photographs
that now adorn the foyers of the lifts on
each level of the building.

The Building Manager, Denise Buckby
has provided tours of the photo collection
for interested residents. The Body
Corporate also invited President Ross
Garnett and his wife, Desley to view the
historic images. Ross said “in years to
come, these images will be a significant
record of New Farm in 2018”.

It is so exciting to view our history through
the camera lens and admire the beauty
that surrounds us. Lauren Panrucker from
Tide Productions snapped a thousand

Lauren
supervising
the hanging
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rs were early ad
opters
of these remedie
s.
Helen Gregory w
ill tell us more ab
out
these home-spun
remedies at the
May
meeting.
Which is your fa
vourite cure-all?
Did the Rawleigh’
s man call at your
place?

ANZAC services 2018
Ross and Jim represented the
society at the service at New
Farm State School which was led
totally by students – “very
competently” said Jim.
Do you recognise any of the
names of any of the “boys”
mentioned on this memorial? Do
you have a story to share?
Please write it down and give to
one of the Committee Members.

Phil laid the wreath at
Sandakan Memorial in New
Farm Park.
Denise represented the
society at the dawn service
at Submariners Place on the
Teneriffe Boardwalk.
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New Farm & Districts Historical Society Inc Office located at front of Ron Muir Meeting Room, NF Library, right behind the green
bench@ 135 Sydney Street.
Office Open Hours: Every Thursday 2 – 4 pm
Postal Address: PO Box 1141 NEW FARM 4005
Email: info@newfarmhistorical.org.au
President: Ross Garnett Phone 0409 498 402 drgarn@bigpond.net.au
Vice President: Phil Evans
Secretary: Bernadette Driessen
Treasurer: Denise Buckby
Committee Members: Jim MacDonald, Ann Sargeant, Ben Wieland
Editor of this newsletter: Desley Garnett
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Article
published
in May
edition of
Village
News

Thanks to Senator Claire Moore for printing this newsletter
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Many thanks to the Village News for its ongoing support for the Society and its ongoing interest
in historical aspects of the peninsula suburbs. Details of all regular Society events appear in this
much sought after monthly publication. Distributed to an increasing local readership, the Village
News plays a very important role in the development of matters historical, throughout this area.

