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JUNE MEETING 

Training has come a long way…

AT our June meeting Dr Bill Metcalf, 
an historian from Griffith University, 

wove a fascinating tale around the way 
early Brisbane residents received what 
we would now call 
professional training. 
We were aghast to 
hear that in the very 
early days almost 
anyone could set 
themselves up as 
a doctor, nurse, 
teacher or engineer, 
gaining acceptance 
through nothing 
more than a claim to 
have worked with or under some already-accepted 
practitioner in that field. As Bill pointed out, “As long 
as you didn’t kill anyone, you were OK.”

Soon this free-for-all gave way to the 
apprenticeship system but it was quite some 
time before formal rules for apprenticeships and 
training, associated with a requirement for external 
assessment, took hold. Initially apprenticeships 
and the like involved only internal assessment 

accompanied by a certificate 
from your “Master” proclaiming 
that you had trained under him—
and they were exclusively male. 

Medicine was the first 
profession to require formal 
training but colleges associated 
with other professions soon 
arose. Yet even in medicine we were saddled 
with some dubiously-trained individuals. Bill 
told us of one obstetrician in the early days 
who claimed it was ridiculous that doctors 
should wash their hands, because “Doctors are 
gentlemen and gentlemen are clean.”

Bill then outlined the development of our 
various universities, mentioning in passing 
some long-gone institutions with which some in 
the audience were familiar, such as the Duporth 
School in Oxley and St Helen’s Hospital, South 
Brisbane. We were royally entertained with 

stories of notable characters such as Nurse Annie 
Miller and of student events and protests of the past. 

Bill ended with some portentous statistics relating 
to the current state of university funding that relies 
unsustainably on foreign student fees. We were 
left with more than a hint that this is yet another 
aspect of our modern world that is likely to undergo 
dramatic change in the future.

Friendship... is born at the moment when one says to another, “What! You too? I thought that no one but myself…” 

BY
Austin Adams

JULY MEETING 

Hear about Hornibrook 
from his granddaughter

THE speaker at the Society’s July 
meeting will be Julie Hornibrook, 

granddaughter of Sir Manuel (1893-
1970), a name synonymous with 
master building in Queensland.

 “It’s remarkable that my grandfather was able 
to contribute to the building of the Story Bridge, 
William Jolly Bridge and Hornibrook Highway 
during the 1930s’ Depression,” said Julie, a 
Research Fellow at the State Library of Queensland.

Stories abound of Sir Manuel’s generosity and 
‘can do’ attitude. Julie might even mention the 
‘Betty Mansion’ (pictured), the doll’s house built for 

his daughter which 
later stood in Bedford 
Park, Spring Hill. 

All are invited to 
attend on Saturday 
28 July, 2-4pm, 
at Merthyr Road 
Uniting Church 
Centre. Afternoon 
tea is included. Be sure to arrive early, 
and all are welcome. For more details, please phone 
0409 498 402.

STOPPRESS: Our Vice-President Phil is pleased to 
announce that Story Bridge Adventure Climb has 
kindly supplied a ticket as a Lucky Door Prize at 
the July talk. What an experience for you or your 
grandchild!
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LOCAL BLAZE  Desley Garnett

Fire affected early Garnett site…

EARLY on Monday 11 June, we awoke to hear on 
the radio a report about a New Farm house fire 

in James Street, between Annie and Browne Streets. 
Alarm bells rang since this meant that the blaze could 
be a little over a block away.

Meanwhile unbeknownst to us, a neighbour across 
the road was awakened by a phone call from a friend 
who lived in the next street but who was interstate 
at the time. He was anxious when he heard the same 
radio report, and asked for details.

Accordingly, our neighbour snapped this dramatic 
photo (right) to text to him.

Back at our house in Browne Street, Ross quickly 
dressed and went to check on the blaze only to find 
that it was completely burnt out. This just happened 
to be the site of the original Garnett family home.

When the properties in Kingsholme 
Estate were up for sale in 1885, we 
believe that Ross’s great-grandfather, 
Yorkshireman Daniel Garnett, purchased 
the James Street properties between 
Annie and Browne Streets, and he 
started a grocery store at what is now 
152 James Street. 

In 1890, the postal records show only 
Daniel Garnett, grocer and fruiterer in 
that section of James Street. 

A large house was built on the site 
of 148-150 James Street to house 
Daniel’s son Earnest with his wife 
Emma. That couple eventually 
had 12 children, several of whom 
worked in the shop at some stage. 

In due course, Earnest and 
Emma became the storekeepers 
at 152 and another family home 
was built on the lower side of the 
shop at 160 James Street.

Ross’s parents eventually 
bought the shop and lived with 
other members of the family at 
160. That is where Ross lived until he was two years 
of age—when a fibrolite residence was built at the 
rear of the shop. The rest of the properties up James 
Street (towards Annie) were sold when the family hit 
difficult times in the depression. 

The Garnetts sold the shop in 1972, and in 2007 
the structure was demolished, heralding the end of 
an era.

The new building, incorporating businesses and 
residences, was erected in 2010. Its top floor was also 
damaged in the recent fire that completely burnt out 
the house at No. 150 and badly damaged the newly 
renovated house at No. 148.

When Ross was 
growing up, he was 

always told that the house (that had been 
converted into six flats) next door to the shop was 
the original Garnett family home. 

Around the mid-1990s, that old rambling home, 
which spread over 148 and 150 James Street, was sold. 
The property was subdivided and we have reason to 
believe that the large house was divided between the 
two properties and renovation took place. 

A search on realestate.com shows that the house 
on 148 James Street, which also sustained damage in 
the fire, was built in 1900—so we think that some of 
our assumptions about the property are correct.

Another trace of the Garnetts in James Street has 
disappeared!

History in the taking: (Above) The 
photo taken from Browne Street 

of the fire in James Street 
with the city skyline in the 
background [Thanks to DDR]. 
(Left) Garnett’s shop in James 
Street, showing Ross on the 
right with his parents Bert 
and May. (Below) The shop 
and attached house being 
demolished in 2007 to make 
way for a new retail and 
residential development.

Guard well  within yoursel f  that  t reasure,  kindness… Dupin
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Every step makes a footprint… Chinese saying

ON THE SPOT #3 

History of 52 Merthyr 
Road in New Farm

AFTER the closure of the hostel 
while the property was vacant, 

a fire damaged much of the 
original timber building Oakleigh. 

In June 1977, the Methodist 
and the Presbyterian 
churches in New Farm 
and Fortitude Valley 
united to become the 
Valley-New Farm Uniting 
Church Parish Mission.

In December 1977 
the property at 52 
Merthyr Road was 
purchased by the 
Parish. The existing 
Methodist and Presbyterian Churches were sold 
and a new complex was built for the Uniting Church 
at this newly-acquired property. Because of the 
extensive damage to Oakleigh, the entire property 
was cleared with the exception of the dining hall, 
kitchen, the manse, the recreation room and 
garages.

The former manse on the property became the 
Parish Office and the Office for the Valley-New Farm 
Family Day Care Service in November 1978. The 
recreation room, at the back of the property, was 
used as a venue for playgroups for mothers with 
young children. The Family Day Care Toy Library 
was housed in the garages and in part of the 
Recreation Room.

The Brunswick Street and Kingsholme Methodist 
Churches were sold to finance the building of 
a new church at Merthyr Road. In 1988, the 
Fortitude Valley Presbyterian Church in Warner 

Street, Fortitude Valley, was also closed and the 
congregation joined with those at the new church at 
52 Merthyr Road.

The existing hall was extended and the kitchen 
was retained. A new multi-purpose building 
incorporating the beautiful stained glass windows 
from the Brunswick Street Methodist Church was 
built. The church was officially opened on 26 March 
1983. Significant renovations were undertaken in 
1999 with the extension of the hall, renovation of 
the kitchen, and the joining of the two buildings 
together by way of a large covered courtyard — 
which is now used by many groups as a place to 
enjoy food and conversation.

The history of the previous churches that 
amalgamated to form the Merthyr Road Uniting 
Church is remembered in the names of different 
parts of the complex: 

Brunswick Street Methodist Church  
— Brunswick Room 

Kingsholme Methodist Church (in James St)  
— Kingsholme Courtyard

Fortitude Valley Presbyterian Church (in Warner 
Street) — Warner Hall

Fortitude Valley Methodist Church (Brookes Street)  
— Brookes Room (a small meeting room)

This is the third 
part of “52 Merthyr 

Road—Ever wondered 
about the history of 
the venue where we 
meet?” prepared by  

Desley Garnett 

Artist’s sketch of the new multi-purpose building at 
52 Merthyr Road opened in 1983.

IN THE NEWS 

Two for Queen’s Honours…

THE Society takes this opportunity to 
congratulate two previous speakers 

to the Society who were recognised 
in the recent Queen’s Birthday 2018 
Honours List. 

Queensland architect Dr Robert 
John Riddel (pictured) has been appointed a Member 
of the Order of Australia (AM) for his significant 
service to architecture as a practitioner, to education, 

and to heritage preservation in Queensland. He 
is the author of Robin Dods: Selected Works, an 
important book which has contributed greatly to a 
better understanding of the architecture of Robin 
Dods (1868-1920). 

In February 2010, Robert spoke at the Society 
meeting about the Dods’ houses in Abbott Street.

Congratulations also to Mr Wallace Bishop, who 
was our first speaker in 2018. For significant service 

to the community through a range of roles, to business, 
and to the retail industry, Wal was also appointed a 
Member of the Order of Australia (AM). 
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MEETING FOOTNOTE 

Mr Little & Miss Weedon — their 
New Farm connections

IN Dr Bill Metcalf’s absorbing 
presentation at the June 

meeting about early training 
methods in Queensland, two 
of the individuals mentioned 
had New Farm connections.

With just two years of 
legal training in Ireland, 
Robert Little’s (1822-90) time 
as a solicitor in Brisbane 
eventually merited his being 
appointed Queensland’s 

Crown Solicitor. Meanwhile, he was the earliest 
holder of a 16-acre block bordered by Merthyr 
Road, and Sydney and Brunswick Streets. He was 
also in partnership with EIC Browne, the solicitor 
who owned Kingsholme House and inspired the 
naming of the eastern end of Brown(e) Street.

Finally, Robert Little’s brother John was 
instrumental in starting horse racing on the New 
Farm course in May 1864.

*  *  *

AFTER being head nurse at the Brisbane 
Hospital, Nurse Mary Weedon (1856-1942) 

[pictured] jointly managed St Clair Private Hospital 
in James Street. The stone building (now flats) still 
stands at No 135 not far from the State School.

In September 1891, Miss Weedon was forced 
to address a letter to the editor in reply to 
a scurrilous rumour that the hospital was 

‘dangerous 
and injurious 
to the 
neighbours’ 
on the 
rumour that 
‘several 
deaths 
had lately 
occurred 
from 
contagious 
diseases’. 

She replied that heart disease caused the only 
death in the past eight months, and that it would 
have been impossible for a contagious case to be 
admitted without the knowledge of the visiting 
medical staff. She was to remain at St Clair until 
the late 1890s.
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If life had a second edition, how I would correct the proofs…  John Clare, poet (1793–1864)

NFP — Visit the New Site: With around 18,000 visitors a week, 
and only three cat-stops from the CBD, New Farm Park is 
a much-loved destination. Chris Derrick is also hoping for 
high visitor numbers to his updated and redesigned online 
destination, Newfarmpark.com.au. Since Chris established 
the NFP site in 2008, it has had countless visitors. Many are 
ex-pat New Farm people who think longingly of the Park’s 
green vistas when in chilly London or New York! See for 
yourself how pleasant NFP looks online...

Peter Phelps discusses The Bulldog Track: Wednesday, 1 August 
2018, 6:00–7:00pm, at Garden City Library, Logan Road, 
Upper Mount Gravatt, QLD 4122 — Award-winning actor 
and writer Peter Phelps will discuss The Bulldog Track, 
the story of his grandfather, and the ‘other Kokoda track’ 
that has never been told. • Tom Phelps would eventually 
make it back to Sydney, half-starved, in rags, suffering from 
malaria and wearing the pith helmet he had kept with him 
the whole way. • Books will be available for purchase.
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT     Ross Garnett 

Superlative effort all around…

YOU have probably heard that the Teneriffe 
Festival was a great success, which was more than 

enhanced by the Society’s presence in the Ethel Street 
historical laneway.

Thanks to all those who volunteered to fill the 
roster for our 
display stand which 
was often filled 
with people. Many 
people engaged 
with volunteers 
and talked about 
the photos. Twelve 
books were sold, 35 
people signed up 
for the newsletter, 
and lots were simply 
entranced by the 
tram film in the 
Merthyr Picture 
Palace. 

Sincere thanks also 
to those who acted 
as tour guides on the 
Historic Teneriffe Bus 
Tour, along with a 
special salute to Phil 
Evans for coordinating 
the bus drivers and 
tour guides. Passengers 
totalled 82, a marked 
increase from previous 
years.

Perhaps you were 
able to attend the impressive opening celebrations 
for the renovated and extended New Farm Library on 
14 July? The Historical Society took up the invitation 
from library staff to mount a display, so sincere thanks 
to those who helped on that occasion. 

Compliments often come from other historical 
societies about the popularity of our monthly 
meetings. I always reply by paying tribute to the many 

wonderful 
volunteers we 

have who give their time and 
expertise because they believe 
in sharing the interesting 
stories and history of the area 
with newcomers. 

Our membership year 
starts again on the first of 
September so I invite you to 
renew your membership at 

the July or August meetings.
The simplest way to 

do that is to complete the 
Membership Form attached to this newsletter, place 
it in an envelope with your $10 and hand it in to the 
membership table. The volunteers there can write 
receipts when there is not a line-up of people and you 
can collect your receipt after the meeting.

The Merthyr Road Uniting Church has informed us 
that the renovation of the toilet block has 
commenced and will take two months. 
Port-a-loos will be available in the car park 
during the renovations.

I’m sure that many of you are keen 
to meet Julie Hornibrook at our coming 
meeting at 2pm on 28 July. Looking 
forward to seeing many of you to hear her 
speak about her grandfather’s engineering 
legacy. Be sure to arrive early!

No one is useless in this world who lightens the burdens of another… Dickens

Library Re-opening: 
The Society’s 
presence at the 
reopening of the 
New Farm Library 
meant many more 
signing up for the 
newsletter and 
being intrigued 
with the historical 
photographs.
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New Farm & Districts Historical Society Inc • The Office is located at the front of the Ron Muir Meeting Room,  
New Farm Library, right behind the green bench @ 135 Sydney Street. • Office Open Hours: Every Thursday 2-4pm

Postal Address: PO Box 1141 NEW FARM 4005 • Email: info@newfarmhistorical.org.au

President: Ross Garnett • Phone 3254 1449 • drgarn@bigpond.net.au   
Vice President: Phil Evans
Secretary: Bernie Driessen 
Treasurer: Denise Buckby

Committee: Bernie Driessen, Jim MacDonald, Ann 
Sargeant and Ben Wieland
Newsletter Editor: Gerard Benjamin  

• ggerardb@bigpond.net.au

Many Thanks to  
Claire Moore  

Senator for Queensland 1300 301 879  
for photocopying the newsletter

 Poster: Desley Garnett  Design & Layout: Gerard Benjamin Photography: Gerard Benjamin, Chris Derrick & Gayle Martin

I light my candle from their torches…  Robert Burton
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NEW FARM & Districts 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
INC  

	
	

PO	Box	1141,	New	Farm	QLD	4005.	ABN:	15-485-028-346	
	

Membership	Form	
Annual	Membership	–	1	September	2018	to	31st	August	2019	

Type	of	Membership	 	 Renewal	 	 New	

Name:	 	

Residential	Address:	
	

	 P/Code:	

Postal	Address:	
	

	 P/Code:	

Telephone:	 Work/Mobile:	 	 Home:	 	

Email:	 	

Photo	permission	 	Photographs	taken	at	public	meetings	may	be	published	in	newsletters	and	on	social	media	

I	can	volunteer	in	the	following	ways:	
o Welcoming	at	meetings	
o Set	up	/	clear	up	of	room	
o IT	support	at	meetings	
o Assist	with	afternoon	tea	
o Advise	on	new	technology	

o Collect	Oral	Histories	
o Assist	with	archives	
o Write	short	historical	items	for	website	
o Other	–	please	specify	

	

Membership	Cost:	$10	
	

Signed:...........................................................................................	Date:.................................................	
Payment	method:	

Bank	Transfer:	to	New	Farm	and	Districts	Historical	Society	Inc.	
BSB	034065	-	Account	Number	146217	–	Reference:	MEMB	and	your	surname.	Please	post										
or	email	completed	form		

	

cheque	or	money	order	payable	to:	New	Farm	&	Districts	Historical	Society	Inc.	
	

	Cash	at	public	meeting	or	Society	Office	
Post	to:		 PO	Box	1141	
	 	 New	Farm	QLD	4005	

Email	to:	info@newfarmhistorical.org.au

	
Office	Use	Only:	
Receipt	No:	 Date:	 Treasurer:	
Date	Entered	on	Register:	 Secretary:	
	

2

Membership	year	is	September	to	August.	We	invite	you	to	pay	
your	$10	now	for	the	2018-2019	year	

1

Our	Our	


