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he moved to Rockhampton where he
married Kate (Dunn) and they had two
daughters. Here he began his novel
Tom Hurstbourne,
drawing on his
amazing experiences
BY
in Canberra. Tom is
Stewart Free
the fictional owner
of “Hurstbourne Grange” in England
against which he borrows to buy a
sheep property at Peak Downs in
Queensland.
At this point in our meeting, a
short but very entertaining excerpt
was read by society member, Stuart
Wallace. Gerard had been telling us
that he would finish his talk with a
New Farm connection.
We presumed that
this related to an 1876
Melbourne Cup column,
harking back to the
halcyon days of horseColonial novelist in focus:
racing in New Farm
(Top) The Marche estate
during the 1840s, which
in Shropshire where
was likely to have also
colonial novelist John
been
penned by Mr Wood.
Clavering Wood grew
It was not until the
up. (Above) Gerard
with his sister Christine
very end that Gerard
Camping and mother
revealed that the author,
Vivienne Benjamin—who
John Clavering Wood, was no less than the
is the novelist’s greatgreat-grandfather of Gerard’s mother—who just
granddaughter. (Right)
happened to be in the audience.
Stuart Wallace read an
Truly, it was a most intriguing true tale within a
amusing excerpt from
Tom Hurstbourne.
tale, within a tale. Thank you, Gerard (and Stuart).

Early novel talk has surprise ending

W

ELL, we were treated
to a rare treat... Gerard
Benjamin as speaker... talking
about Queensland’s second
novel, Tom Hurstbourne or A
Squatter’s Life.
The book, written by 27-yearold John Clavering Wood from
Marche Hall near Shrewsbury
in Shropshire, was skilfully
brought to life by Gerard.
We were introduced
to some of the writer’s
forebears including
Lieutenant William Wood,
and watchmaker Isaac
Wood who corresponded
with poet Samuel Taylor
Coleridge on the subject of
preaching at the Shrewsbury
Unitarian chapel where the
Darwin family were members.
In 1860, JC Wood and his
brother Peter left for New
Zealand hoping to join the flax
industry, but both soon came
to Sydney. JC Wood worked on
the Duntroon pastoral station at
Canberra where he encountered
tales of gold escort holdups by
the notorious bushrangers Ben
Hall and Frank Gardiner. In 1864

SEPTEMBER MEETING

Hanworth House restored…

H

ANWORTH House, the gracious
East Brisbane residence built by
retired naval captain Captain George
Poynter Heath and named after his home
village in Norfolk, will be the focus of the Society’s
September meeting.
The guest speaker will be Marisa Vecchio AM who
has devoted enormous energy to restoring the home,

to the point where it has won
several awards.
“I’ll be delighted to tell
the story of this remarkable
house,” said Marisa. “I
promise to be entertaining.”
Come to learn lots
more on Saturday 22
September, 2-4pm, at Merthyr Road Uniting
Church Centre. All are welcome. Afternoon tea will be
provided.

I cannot teach anybody anything, I can only make them think… Socrates
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Ross Garnett

Two doctors in the house…

T

HANK you for once again for expressing your
confidence in electing me as President for
another year. We are pleased to welcome two new
committee members, Dr Austin Adams and Dr
Malcolm Godfrey, who introduced themselves at
the AGM. Special thanks are due to the two retiring
members of the committee, James MacDonald and
Ann Sargeant, for their sterling committee work. Jim
and Ann are still part of our great volunteer pool at
each meeting for which we are very grateful.
The character houses of the inner-city suburbs
are what make them so different from the outer
suburbs. Preserving them is often a ‘labour of
love’ for the owners, and Hanworth House at East
Brisbane is one of those, as it was restored after a
devastating fire.
East Brisbane is one of our close neighbours,
separated only by the river, so we will be keen to

FV FESTIVAL

hear from the owner Marisa
Vecchio about the challenges
of the restoring of this historic
residence.
September has five Saturdays
so I want to remind you that
our meetings are always on the
fourth Saturday, not the last
Saturday of the month.
You won’t want to miss a
Long distance visitor:
Few of our meeting
meeting I am sure.
attendees have come
A number of our
as far as Don Doherty
members live away from
(above). He travelled
Brisbane. We would love to
from the Sunshine Coast
hear from you about your
for the August meeting.
connection to New Farm and Don’s grandmother
why you enjoy receiving our
once kept the shop on
newsletter. Will you pen a
the corner of Merthyr
Road and Hawthorne
line about that for inclusion
Street (See NFDHS
in a coming newsletter? An
Newsletter, March 2018,
accompanying photo would
p. 4).
be much appreciated!

OCTOBER MEETING

The heritage of FV’s charming laneways Italian sanctuary in Newstead

E

C

OMING up on Saturday 13 October is Fortitude
Valley’s Hidden Lanes Festival which will shine a
light on three of the Valley’s charming lesser-known
locations, including the delectable Bakery and Winn
Lanes.
In order to explore the rich historical facets of
these attractive byways, it would be great to hear
from anyone who could assist with memories or
information about the Valley and its buildings, and
who may even be able to help with the heritage trail
on the day of the festival.
If you can offer recollections or even supply
photos which could enhance our appreciation of the
Valley’s laneways, you are invited to email <info@
newfarmhistorical.org.au>.

VEN those of us with no Italian will hazard a
fair guess as to the meaning of: “Associazione
Nazionale Famiglie Emigrati”.
ANFE was
started in
Italy after
WWII to assist
migrants and
their families
who were
often left
back home
when the
breadwinner migrated overseas.
A Brisbane branch was founded in 1962 by New
Farm resident Carmelo Caruso and a clubhouse was
built in 1981 in Wyandra Street, Newstead, when
the area was full of light industry.
Though the locality is now quickly becoming
residential highrise, the ANFE Italian Club
continues as a sanctuary of cultural heritage. It’s
also great place to enjoy Italian cuisine.
It is with pleasure that at the October meeting
we will welcome club president Maria Maruca.
Come and learn lots about this little local slice
of Italy on Saturday, 27 October, 2-4pm, at Merthyr
Road Uniting Church Centre. Everyone is welcome.
Afternoon tea will be provided.

Pleasure in the job puts perfection in the work… Aristotle

NEW FARM & Districts HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC. • SEPTEMBER 2018 • Page 3

EMBROIDERED GEM

Jubilee Bridge stitched into community needlework in 1935

A

MONG the treasures in the archives of the
Embroidery Guild, is this 1935 design for an
apron to commemorate the laying of the foundation
for the new ‘Jubilee Bridge’. Does it remind you of
the Story Bridge?
It seems that the day that the Foundation Stone
was laid, 24 May 1935, was the day set apart for
jubilee celebrations in Queensland in connection
with the 25th anniversary of the accession of King
George to the throne.
By the time the bridge was opened on 6 July
1940 by the Governor of Queensland, the decision
had been made to name it after John Douglas Story
(1869-1966), a senior and influential public servant

who had advocated strongly
for the bridge’s construction.
This particular apron
was part of the “AGM Regal
& Easystytch Needlework
Competition” which offered
£300 in prizes, and closed on
31 May 1935.
Sincere thanks to New
Farm resident Emma Golder
for drawing these artistic
gems to the attention of the
Society.

HISTORICAL PLAQUE

St Michael’s in preparation…

Interesting facts: Though
the historical plaque
for St Michael’s and All
Angels Anglican Church
in Brunswick Street is still
being prepared, research
has uncovered some salient
facts. For instance, before
the present brick church,
there were three structures
on the site, including an
older wooden church (illustrated above, and on the plan at the
bottom) which was set back from Brunswick Street to be closer
to Oxley Lane. Also on the site was the church hall (LHS of the
above plan) and the manse. One of the longest serving pastors
was Rev. Walter Thompson MA, who in 1912, married Mary
Hopkins, stepdaughter of the late Queensland poet, George
Essex Evans.

Become a possibilitarian… and see possibilities... for they are always there.… Peale
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In the driving seat: The eagle-eyed among
you may spot that the photo (left) was
taken in New Farm Park. It appeared in the
Northside Advertiser on 16 January 1986.
Pictured was Miss Surf Girl Quest entrant,
Patricia Radel, 21, who was keen that
holidaymakers “be safety conscious in
the surf and on the roads this summer...
and to take taxis if they have been drinking…”
Black & White Cabs supported the quest, and on hand in the
driving seat was the company’s Insurance Claims Manager, Mr Phillip Evans.
Recognise the name?
“I was cleaning out and came across this cutting,” said Phil (Society Vice
President). “I think that is Bethany on the other side of the river which is a
long-gone nursing home. By the way, like the mo? Shades of Tom Selleck
in ‘Magnum PI’?”
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Live your life and forget your age… Peale
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This article is being reprinted by the Cornwall Family History Society

Empty pockets never held anyone back. Only empty heads and empty hearts can do that… Peale

MONTHLY HISTORY COLUMN from
MY VILLAGE NEWS / September 2018

Membership year is September to August. We invite you to pay
Our Our
your $10 now for the 2018-2019 year
NEW FARM & Districts
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
INC
Membership Form
Annual Membership – 1 September 2018 to 31st August 2019
Renewal

Type of Membership

New

Name:
Residential Address:

P/Code:

Postal Address:
Telephone:

P/Code:
Work/Mobile:

Home:

Email:
Photo permission

Photographs taken at public meetings may be published in newsletters and on social media

I can volunteer in the following ways:
o Welcoming at meetings
o Set up / clear up of room
o IT support at meetings
o Assist with afternoon tea
o Advise on new technology

o
o
o
o

Collect Oral Histories
Assist with archives
Write short historical items for website
Other – please specify

Membership Cost: $10
Signed:........................................................................................... Date:.................................................
Payment method:
Bank Transfer: to New Farm and Districts Historical Society Inc.
BSB 034065 - Account Number 146217 – Reference: MEMB and your surname. Please post
or email completed form
cheque or money order payable to: New Farm & Districts Historical Society Inc.
Cash at public meeting or Society Office
Post to:
PO Box 1141
New Farm QLD 4005
Office Use Only:
Receipt No:
Date Entered on Register:

Date:

Email to: info@newfarmhistorical.org.au

Treasurer:
Secretary:
PO Box 1141, New Farm QLD 4005. ABN: 15-485-028-346

