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OCTOBER MEETING

was meals, travel fares, clothing, legal
and financial advice or just providing
any friendly gesture, it allowed the
emigrants to be in a position to send
HE Movietone clip was well received by almost
assistance back home.
120 attendees. It focussed on the 1950s with
ANFE’s first AGM was in January
references to the RNA Show, Diane Cilento and
BY
1964
at Carrington Lodge in New
Malcolm Godfrey
her parents Sir Raphael and Lady Phyllis, and
Farm and, as now, the members and
the centenary reenactment of the proclamation
supporters were the Who’s Who of the local Italian
of Brisbane as new colony, attended by the then
community.
Governor Sir Henry AbelThe outreach has remained
Smith and Lady May, the
focussed on assisting the families
Queen’s cousin.
practically
as in the first days.
The October meeting’s
There are many well known social
keynote speaker was
occasions such as Charity Queen
Signora Maria Maruca
pageants and dances, banquets, car
representing the Italian
rallies, and boat trips (to Bishop
ANFE organisation
Island) which the group is famous
(National Association for
for, and the venues have been
Emigrant Families).
iconic Brisbane landmarks such as
As her father Carmelo
Carrington Lodge, Cloudland, Orana
Caruso (89 years old
Hall, City Hall, etc.
Family paramount: Keynote speaker Signora
on 27/10/18) was the
Maria Maruca (left) with her daughter Alessia, and
The longest-serving president
founding president of
her father, Carmello Caruso, who founded ANFE in was the late Annibale Boccabella.
ANFE in March 1962, Maria Queensland in 1964.
There have been many changes of
conveyed a very personal
guard since then and Maria Maruca
message about this great socially-outreaching, Italian
has been on the Committee, firstly as treasurer,
community group, which is a not-for-profit registered
since 2011. She has overseen a ‘generational change’
charity, under the auspices of the Italian Government. initiative, seeking to attract younger members of the
In the 1940s with so many Italian men seeking work Italian community.
overseas, ANFE was founded in Italy to look after the
The focus remains on providing help and
wives and children left behind.
assistance of those in need, e.g. flood and drought
Carmelo Caruso, already active in assisting
relief, financial assistance in times of unemployment,
migrants, was asked by the Italian Consul, Francesco
and also sponsoring Italian Language Scholarships,
Oliveri, to start ANFE in Brisbane. He has overseen
or Italian sporting teams, and bringing out Italian
the assistance of families back in Italy, when the
entertainers, and social
CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
outreach in general.
primary breadwinner had emigrated here. Whether it

Newstead’s Italian connection…

T

NOVEMBER MEETING

Time’s forgotten school…

T

HE topic for November’s meeting
is both local and personal. Stuart
Wallace will talk about ‘The little
school that time forgot: New Farm
Private School’.
Stuart’s family connection to the
owners and teachers Misses Stevenson

and their niece Miss Wallace makes him the
perfect person to offer the benefits of his
research about this institution which was part
of New Farm’s educational fabric.
Maybe you also have stories or photos
that you can share at the meeting?
Come to learn lots more on Saturday
24 November, 2-4pm, at Merthyr Road Uniting
Church Centre. All are welcome at this, our last
meeting for 2018.

Is it true that ‘the past is significantly present’?
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT Ross Garnett

It’s almost farewell to 2018…

H

ERE we are, six weeks to Christmas, and
preparing for our last meeting for 2018.
Thank you for your support of the Society
for this year and a special thank you to the
volunteers who help to ensure the smooth
running of the meetings. The remarkable
attendance totals over the last nine meetings
this year (91 to 124) have created a new record.
At the October meeting, we sang ‘Happy
Birthday’ to Carmelo Caruso, founder of Brisbane’s
ANFE Italian Club. Mr Caruso has made a significant
contribution to Brisbane and has generously
donated a copy of his autobiography as well as a
biography written by Italian journalist, Ms Irene
Sampognaro, to the Society. He has also made the
generous offer of free copies of these books in
English or Italian to any member of the Society who
would like one. If you wish to have a copy of either
of these books, please talk to Phil Evans.
Maybe you did not know before that meeting that
the ANFE Club serves authentic Italian food every
Friday and Saturday night. It is a great place to dine,
so I hope you will make your way to Wyandra Street,
Newstead, to patronise their establishment.

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

Bulimba Unveiling: NFDHS
President Ross Garnett
(left), with his counterpart
Norman Love of Bulimba
District Historical Society
Inc. Ross represented
our society at the official
dedication of the new
Honour Board and
Commemorative Plaques
in Bulimba Memorial Park
in October 2018. (See page 3 for more details).

As you are aware, Margaret King, Stuart Wallace
and I open our office every Thursday afternoon to
allow public access to our archives—however, the
office will be closed for December and January. The
last day at the office will be 29 November and it will
reopen on Thursday, 7 February 2019.
I look forward to seeing you at our meeting on 24
November to hear all about the New Farm Private
School. Since this is our last meeting for the year,
maybe you would like to bring a share plate of
Christmas goodies for afternoon tea.
I take this opportunity to wish everyone a
Christmas Season filled with love and an inner sense
of peace. I trust that 2019 will be gentle on you and
enable you will find the resources to meet every
eventuality that presents itself.

LEADLIGHTS

ANFE’s ‘home’ in Wyandra Street, Newstead, was
officially opened 37 years ago by Lord Mayor Frank
Sleeman in January 1981.
The Sunday night banquets had become famous
and local families undertook cooking and serving the
classic food and wines. These days, there are official
Italian chefs from Milano and Venezia. A rebranding
from ANFE House to ANFE Italian Club looks toward
reaching a younger demographic, thus ensuring the
grand continuation of this important Brisbane and
Queensland icon. Buon proseguimento, Casa ANFE!

NOVEL APPROACH

It’s hard settling into a new country

MICHELLE SAFTICH (left) introduced
her new novel Wanderers No More,
which was based on many true stories
related by her father about the trials of
Italian migrants in this state, which she
described as ‘the fight to belong’.
Michelle explained that her family
originally found the climate and culture
here quite “bleak”, but they gradually adapted to
this new environment, helped by a skill at soccer!

My default position is simply happiness…

Where is this?

THE owner of a New Farm
house which was originally
named Kent has applied her
leadlighting talent to restoring
the transom over the front
door which had been missing
for over 30 years.
Those with an eye to
leadlight consider that the
result is eminently impressive.
Mind you, the whole house
exudes charm. It gave the
owner the giggles when a
young woman walked past
while she was watering the
front garden, and opined:
“This house is so random in the
best way…”
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WWI CENTENARY

information from the local community.
The work was greatly assisted by funding under
the Australian Government’s ANZAC Centenary
Local Grants Program, administered by the
FTER World War I, memorials to Bulimba locals
Department of Veterans’ Affairs.
who served were established in the park in
This is why the unveiling ceremony on 12
Oxford Street. Name
October 2018 was so well
plates were attached to
attended by local families
the alternate plantings
and by representatives
of fig and palm trees in
from all levels of
honour of those who
government.
served in either the
NFDHS President Ross
desert or European
Garnett and newsletter
campaigns.
editor Gerard Benjamin
Over the years, all
were invited since several
of the original plaques
NFDHS members had
from the trees at
family members honoured
Bulimba Memorial Park
100 Years on: NFDHS President Ross Garnett (right) with
in the Memorial Park.
disappeared, and a
Wanda Davis (left) and Tammy and Paul Sneddon. Paul’s two
Wanda and Mike
number of trees did not uncles did not return from WWI—but Wanda’s grandfather
Davis were present since
did. He is pictured below (back left) as his wife plants the tree
survive.
Wanda’s grandfather,
With the approach of in Bulimba Memorial Park in 1919.
William Davis, a law clerk,
the centenary of the
was an enlistee. Luckily
end of World War I,
he returned from the conflict
the Bulimba District
and was present in 1919 at the
Historical Society
park to see a tree planted as a
Inc. spearheaded a
memorial of his service.
campaign to update
Also attending was Paul
the memorials and
Sneddon, and his children
to find the names of
Tammy and Mark. Paul’s uncles,
all of the locals who
brothers Alex and George
served.
Imber both died in France in
The result
1918, four months apart. They
has been BDHS’s
too are commemorated
impressive new
in Bulimba Memorial
Honour Board
Park.
and interpretative
Congratulations
plaques, a project
to Norman Love and
aimed to improve
the Bulimba District
local community
Historical Society Inc.
understanding
for their exemplary
and awareness of
effort.
wartime history,
particularly for
younger Australians.
Significance of the trees: (Above) The
The BDHS’s prodigious
new plaques in Bulimba Memorial Park
research efforts enlisted
will be an enduring reminder of the
locality’s contribution to WWI. (Right)
help from the Australian
In 1919 palms and figs were planted
War Memorial, Queensland
State Archives, Queensland alternately, to represent desert and
European campaigns. Some original
State Library, National
trees remain. (Far right) Wanda Davis
Archives of Australia and
holding the same umbrella which
the Brisbane City Council
her grandfather held in the 1919
photo (second from the top).
Archives, as well as

Bulimba unveils war memorials

A

I always like to have an inner world to be working on…
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EARLY DAYS # 2

EXCURSION

All aboard please for a ‘tram’ ride…

C

ALLING all tram
enthusiasts! The
Brisbane Tramway
Museum and the
Queensland Omnibus
& Coach Society
will be running
a bus tour along
some former tram
routes on Sunday
2 December 2018
to commemorate
the closure of the
Adelaide Street
tram services 50
years ago.
You have until Wednesday 28
November to secure a seat. For bookings or
more information, please email <bnetramway@
gmail.com> or phone 0457 853 102.

GIVE GENEROUSLY

Empty Christmas Tree

E

ACH year, our members give
very generously to our Empty
Christmas Tree to support those
in our community who are finding
the going tough.
This year we have chosen the Holy
Spirit St Vincent de Paul Society Conference
who support the disadvantaged and vulnerable
people in our community. They provide
emergency relief, a ‘hand-up’, by attempting to
discern the underlying causes of their situations
and addressing these. Let’s help to make this
Christmas an uplifting one for everyone in our
community.
Please bring your gifts to the November
meeting. The ones most appreciated include:
•	non-perishable food—tinned ham, tinned
fruit or vegetables, long life milk or custard,
Christmas puddings, party food.
• Toiletries (male and female)
•	Coles gift cards, or Cash (envelopes will be
available at the meeting)
Clayton Mitchell will be at the meeting to tell us
more about SVDP’s valuable work and to receive
our gifts.

Another peek at the early days: Recalling the ‘early days’ photo
from the last newsletter, the view above is another section of
that wide shot of Teneriffe during the 1893 flood. The large
house in the foreground is Moreland which in 1909 was
the home of Thomas Wilson, mayor of the City of Brisbane.
The house faced Harcourt Street, and the empty allotments
opposite that house (where the label ‘Gasworks’ appears) was
soon to be occupied by the Atherton family’s grand house
Eroica, complete with tennis court. In 1928, the tennis court
became the site of Mareeba Flats, which still stand.

What does a pessimist do when opportunity knocks? Complains about the noise…

NEW FARM & Districts HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC. • NOVEMBER 2018 • Page 5

Poster: Desley Garnett

Design & Layout: Gerard Benjamin

Photography: Gerard Benjamin, Chris Derrick & Gayle Martin

Many Thanks to
Claire Moore
Senator for Queensland 1300 301 879
for photocopying the newsletter
New Farm & Districts Historical Society Inc • The Office is located at the front of the Ron Muir Meeting Room,
New Farm Library, right behind the green bench @ 135 Sydney Street. • Office Open Hours: Every Thursday 2-4pm
Postal Address: PO Box 1141 NEW FARM 4005 • Email: info@newfarmhistorical.org.au

President: Ross Garnett • Phone 3254 1449 • drgarn@bigpond.net.au
Vice President: Phil Evans
Secretary: Phil Evans • Phone: 3254 0839 • pje1959@bigpond.net.au
Treasurer: Denise Buckby

Committee: Austin Adams, Bernie Driessen,
Malcolm Godfrey and Ben Wieland
Newsletter Editor: Gerard Benjamin
• ggerardb@bigpond.net.au

There is more to life than increasing its speed... – Ghandi

Tension is who you think you should be. Relaxation is who you are… (Chinese proverb)
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MONTHLY HISTORY COLUMN from
MY VILLAGE NEWS / November 2018
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BOOKS published by the New Farm & Districts Historical Society Inc.
Homes with History — on the New Farm Peninsula
by Gerard Benjamin

This enthralling snapshot of more than 20 local homes notes architectural
details, but its main focus is on people—those who built the houses, the
architects who designed them, and the successive residents and families
who occupied and adapted them.
When launching the book, the former Governor of Queensland Penelope
Wensley said, “The individual stories are absorbing… All who take the
time to read the book will enjoy the parade of personalities that passes
through its pages…”
160pp, illustrated in colour; includes five letters (1848-52) of James Gibbon
PAPERBACK, $35; HARDBACK, $59.50.
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Reflections on New Farm
compiled by Gerard Benjamin & Gloria Grant

This book has sold more than 3,000 copies, and is an indispensable
reference about New Farm’s past, with enlightening insights about the
suburb’s notable places, people, landmarks and events — particularly
through the eyes of long-time residents who remember how it used to
be… With 35 chapters and over 150 photos or graphics, you’ll relish these
valuable personal recollections and wonderful stories.
PAPERBACK, 2008, 176pp. ISBN: 9780980586800 — $25

Tides of Teneriffe
by Vicki Bridgstock

How Teneriffe has changed—from being a colonial outpost, when its wool
and sugar wharves were the centre of Queensland’s economic boom, to
being a bustling inner city suburb in its own right.
Vicki’s book puts you in the flow of Teneriffe’s past and local memories,
and features historic images and never-before published photos of life in
Teneriffe. Hear the hidden voices and stories behind this choice spot in
Brisbane’s heartland.
PAPERBACK, 2009, 72pp. • ISBN: 9780980586817 — $20

The three books are available from local bookshops in New Farm, as well as from the State Library of Queensland Library Shop.
Alternatively, the books may be purchased from the New Farm & Districts Historical Society Inc. Phone (07) 3254 1449 or email:
info@newfarmhistorical.org.au.• www.newfarmhistorical.org.au

Buddhist saying: Wisdom can transform prison into medicine…

