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NOVEMBER MEETING

Forgotten school remembered…

S

PEAKING at the last meeting of 2018 was our own
member Stuart Wallace (pictured) who addressed
himself to ‘The School that Time Forgot’, namely Miss
Stevenson’s New Farm Private School.
Stuart’s added authority on the subject arose from
the fact that among the school’s teachers was his
great-aunt Miss Biddy Wallace, a niece of the Miss
Stevensons.
Stuart’s immense research was obvious from the
detailed presentation which included reproductions
of brochures and plans which identified many of the
activities that took place during the school’s more
than 60 years of operation.

Class of 1936: NFDHS member Margaret Corley (nee Bott)
kindly supplied this NFPS class photo from September 1936.
Her brother Ron Bott is second from left in the front row.

Attendees found photos of staff and pupils
particularly interesting, both from the antique
clothing styles and the fact that big hats were in
fashion even before the contemporary ‘sun smart’
campaigns. No wonder the women on staff in their
long ankle-length black dresses earned the title of
‘black crows’. Likewise it was quaint to note that fees
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were around two guineas per term,
payable in advance.
Whilst I had no personal
involvement with the schools, my
late siblings, brother Donald and
sister Velyian, both attended for one
BY
year each while they grew streetwise
Jim MacDonald
enough to walk the mile from Oxlade
Drive to NFSS.
My late wife Lilian and I did however visit the
schoolhouse in the late 1950s to register our vote
when the school was a designated polling booth.
The building was just as it would
have been when Miss Stevenson’s
father finished constructing it.
Unpainted pine VJs and walling
fixed vertically was still in place,
but covered with a multitude of
pictures, graphs and other school
work of 50-plus years’ instruction
by the ladies.
Stuart exhibited letters and
photos, some from our late past
member Isabelle Davis. Stuart
also identified the ‘modern
cladded’ house at 174 Moray
Street as the likely home of the
Misses Roberts’ late 1890s school
at which Miss Stevenson was
possibly a ‘pupil teacher’.
There was a poignant
moment when Stuart explained
that NFPS children sent items
to England for the war effort.
An appreciative letter in reply
not only offered thanks for
the items, but also expressed
amazement at reading the local newspaper in which
the goods were wrapped—thereby learning that we
in Brisbane could obtain so many luxurious basics
without rationing coupons!
At question time, the happy, joyful discussion was
momentarily interrupted by a naughty male student
who, on putting up his hand, cried, “Please, teacher,
may I leave the room?”
Sincere thanks to Stuart for his prodigious
research, well planned slides and superlative
presentation. Evaluation: 10/10.

Nobody made a greater mistake than he who did nothing because he could do only a little.
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Ross Garnett

Christmas Offering & New Keyboard:
President Ross Garnett (left)
with Clayton Mitchell from the
local St Vincent de Paul Society.
Clayton appreciated the warm
welcome at the November
2018 meeting, along with the
generous offering of $215 plus
$50 of Myer vouchers and many
hamper goods.
(Left) Stewart
Free entertains
attendees for the
first time playing
the stylish new
Roland keyboard,
the cost of which
was magnanimously
underwritten by a very
generous anonymous
donor. Thanks
sincerely to “Ms. J”.

Leaping into 2019…

R

ENOVATING an old house can present
many challenges and surprises. When we
renovated some 30 years back, our ‘surprise’
was the amount of oily soot
that fell when we removed
the sheeting off the ceiling –
soot from many years of the
Powerhouse billowing out
smoke! However, we didn’t
find anything interesting as
Caylie Jeffery did when she
lifted the lino in her house.
Caylie will tell us all about
that and to where that
discovery has led at our first
meeting on 23 February.
Our March meeting will also focus on renovating
as Emma Golder talks about the history of her
house in Moreton Street and about the process of
renovating it.
We have a fascinating line-up of speakers for the
rest of 2019. Here is a taster for you:
• Assoc Professor Martin Crotty will talk about
those returning home from war. We often hear
about the battles fought and lives lost in the
great wars, but we do not often think about how
returnees adjusted to life at home.
• You pass Cathedral Square on your way to the city
– Father Denis Martin will talk about the Holy

CHINA ARTEFACTS

Heirlooms from former
Methodist Church

W

HEN Rev. P. Ashton returned to
England at the conclusion of his
ministry at the Methodist Church in
Brunswick Street, he took with him a
photograph of the church.
This image appeared on the
crockery that he arranged and sent
back from Burslem in Staffordshire
with the hallmark “John Maddock &
Sons, England, Royal Vitreous”. This
complete set included plates, bowls,
cups, saucers and water jugs.
During the war years, the crockery
was carefully packed into wooden
boxes and buried for safe keeping.
Later it was brought out and used for

Name Cathedral that was planned for that site,
hence the name of that development.
• Journalist Matt Condon will review some Crimes
in New Farm. That should be interesting!
• Raconteur George Symons returns to entertain
with more stories of his migrant forebears.
• Our member, Ben Pritchard, who worked on the
Urban Renewal of this area, will tell us more
about how the transformation of our suburbs
was planned.
I look forward to your continued support of the
history of New Farm and surrounding areas.

special occasions at the church.
With the closure of Brunswick
Street Church in 1982, a number
of pieces of this very old set,
then 90 years old, were made
available to families closely
associated with the Church
in its earlier years.
Representative
sets for display
were made
available to the
Uniting Church
Historical Society,
Queensland
Potters’
Association and
Newstead House.
A set will be on
display at the
February meeting.

Our patience will achieve more than our force… Edmund Burke
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FEBRUARY MEETING

Guess what else is
under the lino…

Y

OU’RE renovating your old
New Farm Queenslander and
after you pull up the lino, you
can’t help taking a closer look
at the newspaper underneath
which is in remarkably good condition. Suddenly,
you’re shocked to see a photo of your parents’
wedding from 50 years ago!
That’s the kind of thing that happened to
Brisbane writer Caylie Jeffery, except it was old
bank books and money that she discovered under

the antique lino of her 1912 Queenslander in Milton.
After she posted a photo of the items on Facebook
in 2017, she couldn’t have predicted the seismic
response from people with similar experiences.
You’ve probably heard her on ABC Radio.
These days Caylie has more than 1,000 members
in a Facebook group—and a book: Under the Lino:
The Mystery, the History and the Community. Caylie
will be our speaker to start off our 2019 season. It
will be your chance to show us what you have found
under the lino!
Come to compare notes with Caylie on Saturday
23 February, 2-4pm, at Merthyr Road Uniting Church
Centre. Arrive early! Afternoon tea will be provided,
and all are welcome. For more details, please phone
0409 498 402.

NEW FARM SCHOOLS

Learning from Miss Palmer in Harcourt St

M

ISS Mary Palmer, daughter of the Irish-Australian
politician Sir Arthur Hunter Palmer (pictured),
once a Premier of Queensland, conducted a school
from a house named Wiralla at a location in Harcourt
Street (near James Street) during 1891-1895.
In June 1891, the Brisbane Courier reported on the
school’s term break-up party in the grounds. “The
afternoon consisted of games, races, and sports of
various descriptions, with intervals for refreshments,
finishing 5.30pm.”
In the previous month, Miss Palmer advertised
for a girl of about 15 to teach “in the lower school in
return for accomplishments.”
“Mary’s interest in education may have come
from Sir A’s progressive Education Bill when he was
Premier [1870–74],” wrote a contemporary Palmer
descendant, also Arthur, from Brisbane. Miss Palmer
was his father’s maiden aunt.
After 1895, there is no further mention of the
school, and this likely coincided with Sir AH Palmer’s
appointment as Lieutenant-Governor, his daughter
Mary becoming his private secretary.
Later Miss Palmer offered home schooling to
Style plus: Have
you noticed the
Courtyard’s new
furnishings? The
last 25 or so years
took their toll on
the previous batch.
These new ones are
far more comfortable
for enjoying
afternoon tea…

family members from
the family residence,
Easton Gray, near
Bywong Street,
Toowong, which was
Book plate: The view from Easton
later demolished to
make way for what is Gray, the Palmer family home at
Toowong, once enhanced the
now the Queensland
books owned by Miss Mary Palmer
Academy for Science, (1873-1933). Image: AB Palmer.
Mathematics &
Technology (QASMT).
The contemporary Mr Arthur Palmer adds, “She
was by all account a fairly formidable presence for
many years in the family and in local affairs.”
Miss Mary Jessie Hunter Palmer died in 1933 aged
59 years, and was buried at Toowong Cemetery.

SOCIAL MEDIA

There’s lots more history online

FOR those tuned into history with access to
Facebook, there are many useful sites showing
remarkable photos from the earlier days of the
locality, which in turn attract amazing reminiscences from
near and far. Be sure to visit New Farm History, Fortitude
Valley Revisited, as well as Old Brisbane Album and Lost
Brisbane, and of course, not forgetting New Farm & Districts
Historical Society.

We’re all unique, just never in the ways we imagine… Kate Morton
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ENDURING MEMORIES

The house at 10 Hawthorne Street…

W

HEN your last parent dies and you have to
sell the family home of 55 years, this highly
emotional time prompted me to write this poem.
Years after selling No 10, which is heritage-listed,
one of the descendants was driving past and noticed
a sign on it: Hemsworth Cottage. When I was told, I
went in search of the new owner who had lived with
her parents up the road from us. She had rented
No. 10 out with a view to eventually moving in to be
near her ageing parents.
I asked why she called it Hemsworth Cottage, not
her name. She said, “Our family watched your family
grow up there, Mum and Dad and seven children.” To
her it was the only name it could be. To me that was a
heartfelt gift to our family—a love gift, a tear-shedding
gift, beyond human love, a God gift.
No. 10 still stands immaculately looked-after today,
dressed in the same clothes that she wore when we
were children running free.

No. 10
No. 10, our house’s endearingly called
Not to be compared with the other
But equally or more so treasured.
For fifty-five years a home to Nellie and Reg
And their lovable joys
In eleven years, three girls and four boys.
What a start for Mum and Dad
Other eyes were on No. 10
A family of squatters had moved in
But Dad showed them who was boss
He evicted them — no arguing the toss.
In those days cars were few and far between
And vendors regularly did their calls
The prop-man for the essential clothes-line prop
[No Hills Hoist then]
Fruit and bread also on the spot
And for a treat the ice-cream cart –
An era proceeding Mr Whippy’s start.

Time moves on — school two minutes up the road
Butcher, grocer, fruiterer around the corner
Sunday School a long walk up the hill.
Every Sunday to St Michael’s we would go.
Mum standing on the front verandah
Waving to us each time we left the nest.
These many memories — to us are the best.
To us under the house meant —
Hospitals, shops and whole villages.
In the ground underneath the verandah
Treasures to be found too —
Old pots and pans from an era gone by.
Rain, hail or shine our imaginations would fly.
The back-fence corner — walls of a cubby-house
The yard itself, a circuit for the billy-cart
And a home for Dad’s prized garden —
Gerberas, sweet-peas, ranunculus, phlox and
poppies too.
And the crooked tree outside, held us all
[not all at once]
And beckoned all who came —
No other house had one the same.
We look back now.
No 10 seems so small.
Two bedrooms and a sleep-out
But to US SEVEN, it was the grandest abode of all
Held together with tears and laughter
But most of all — L-O-V-E.
PS – We wish the new owner more of the same.
By Elly Seymour (nee Hemsworth), eldest of THE SEVEN.
© Elly Seymour 08/03/2001

PLAQUE TOUR

Teneriffe Village

Next time you’re in Macquarie Street
near Florence Street, take a moment to
read the historical plaque which explains
that a brewery once occupied the spot.
This was long before the contemporary
building—originally a wool store—became
Paddy’s Market. Keeping walking north
where you’ll discover more plaques. Your
Historical Society has been busy!

Travel far enough and you meet yourself… David Mitchell
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MARCH MEETING

Heritage joys, heritage discoveries…

H

OW many ghosts does your house have? What
kind of characters owned your property since it
was built in 1895? Your house was once divided up
into how many flats?!
These are some of the many questions which
have been asked of Emma and husband Andrew in
the years that they’ve been living in one of those
exquisite houses in Moreton Street.
An accomplished leadlighter, artist and antique
collector, Emma will take you on a guided digital
tour of many of the
home’s charming
features when
she addresses
the Society at the
March meeting.
Come to meet
Emma on Saturday
23 March, 2-4pm,
at Merthyr Road
Uniting Church Centre. Arrive
early! Afternoon tea will be provided. For more
details, please phone 0409 498 402.

DISCOVERING RBWH HISTORY
Part 7

New Farm and Districts Historical Society presents:

Saturday
23 rd Feb
2 pm

Under the lino
Speaker: Caylie Jeffery
• What did she find?
• What did she do?
• Where did it lead?
Uniting Church
Centre,
52 Merthyr Rd,
New Farm

www.newfarmhistorical.org.au
Enquiries: 0409 498 402
PROGRESS

Breakfast Creek Road on the move…

Topics: History of Pharmacy and the Herston Redevelopment
Guest Speakers: Associate Professor Ian Coombes and Mr Shaun Drummond
Learn about the history of Pharmacy - from potions to patient care.
MN32 Project – what is happening between now and 2032.

Tuesday 26 February 2019
5.30pm – 7.30pm
RBWH Education Centre
Tickets $10
BOOK TICKETS NOW
Phone 3646 7588
www.rbwhfoundation.com.au
Proudly support by RBWH Foundation

Proud Platinum Sponsors

Changes in site: A lot can change in 11 years (2008-19), and
this stretch of Breakfast Creek Road is a classic example.
Many will remember car dealers Annand & Thompson before
the site was taken over by Mitsubishi. After that building was
demolished, the vacant site languished for almost a decade
before plans for Bunnings were approved. The site’s new
lease on life is expected to commence in March 2019.

A book you finish reading is not the same book it was before you read it… David Mitchell
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MONTHLY HISTORY
COLUMN from
MY VILLAGE NEWS
January 2019

SWEET TOOTH: The Village Cake Shop in Merthyr
Road pictured in 2008. It had been a New Farm
institution since the days of World War II.

It is never too late to be what you might have been… George Eliot
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New Brunswick
Street plaque tells the
story: At Saint Michael & All Angel’s
Anglican Church, Fr Olaf Anderson (far right) gathered
parishioners in December to inaugurate their new
informative installation. Thanks to the BCC and Gerard
for their input.

Poster: Desley Garnett

Design & Layout: Gerard Benjamin

Photography: Austin Adams, Gerard Benjamin, Chris Derrick & Gayle Martin

Many Thanks to
Claire Moore
Senator for Queensland 1300 301 879
for photocopying the newsletter
New Farm & Districts Historical Society Inc • The Office is located at the front of the Ron Muir Meeting Room,
New Farm Library, right behind the green bench @ 135 Sydney Street. • Office Open Hours: Every Thursday 2-4pm
Postal Address: PO Box 1141 NEW FARM 4005 • Email: info@newfarmhistorical.org.au

President: Ross Garnett • Phone 3254 1449 • drgarn@bigpond.net.au
Vice President: Phil Evans
Secretary: Phil Evans • Phone: 3254 0839 • pje1959@bigpond.net.au
Treasurer: Denise Buckby

Committee: Austin Adams, Bernie Driessen,
Malcolm Godfrey and Ben Wieland
Newsletter Editor: Gerard Benjamin
• ggerardb@bigpond.net.au

Walking is also an ambulation of mind…

Membership year is September to August. We invite you to pay
Our Our
your $10 now for the 2018-2019 year
NEW FARM & Districts
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
INC
Membership Form
Annual Membership – 1 September 2018 to 31st August 2019
Renewal

Type of Membership

New

Name:
Residential Address:

P/Code:

Postal Address:
Telephone:

P/Code:
Work/Mobile:

Home:

Email:
Photo permission

Photographs taken at public meetings may be published in newsletters and on social media

I can volunteer in the following ways:
o Welcoming at meetings
o Set up / clear up of room
o IT support at meetings
o Assist with afternoon tea
o Advise on new technology

o
o
o
o

Collect Oral Histories
Assist with archives
Write short historical items for website
Other – please specify

Membership Cost: $10
Signed:........................................................................................... Date:.................................................
Payment method:
Bank Transfer: to New Farm and Districts Historical Society Inc.
BSB 034065 - Account Number 146217 – Reference: MEMB and your surname. Please post
or email completed form
cheque or money order payable to: New Farm & Districts Historical Society Inc.
Cash at public meeting or Society Office
Post to:
PO Box 1141
New Farm QLD 4005
Office Use Only:
Receipt No:
Date Entered on Register:

Date:

Email to: info@newfarmhistorical.org.au

Treasurer:
Secretary:
PO Box 1141, New Farm QLD 4005. ABN: 15-485-028-346

