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FEBRUARY MEETING 

Sub-lino secrets…

CAYLIE Jeffrey, writer, 
nurse, counsellor and 

educator, captivated a very 
large audience at the recent 
meeting of the New Farm & 
Districts Historical Society.

Her story had mystery, 
murder and mayhem, and 
more can be learned in her 
engrossing book, Under the 
Lino. 

It all began in 1996 when she and her husband 
bought the worst house in Heussler Terrace, Milton. 

Caylie recounted an astonishing tale as we 
followed her through her investigations.

Under five layers of lino she found three bank 
books spanning 1943–58, a cache of florins and 
four £5 notes—but she was too busy at the time to 
do anything about them. Twenty years later, she 
began puzzling over the items. By then Facebook 
was available, the perfect medium for posing the 
conundrum to a wider audience. 

The enthusiastic reaction of strangers led to 
her setting up the “Under the Lino Project” which 
has uncovered a wonderful history, not just about 
the house and its occupants, but also touching on 
notable people in Brisbane.

The bank books had three different owners: 
Arthur and Eleanor Webster, and a mysterious Muriel 
White. Already feeling curious?

Arthur, aka Jumbo, was an engine 
driver with a reputedly 
unpleasant nature. His 
account totalled £500, as did 
Eleanor’s—whereas Muriel’s 
bank book showed £1,000. 

What to make of all of this? 
Well, there were only deposits 
in Muriel’s account. Maybe 
it was a fictitious name, but 
perhaps she was a cousin of 
Eleanor’s? 

It has been estimated that £2,000 in the 1950s 
would be worth about $168,000 today. 

Eleanor died suddenly and the bank books were 

not activated after 
her death. Mmm... 
Curiouser and 
curiouser.

You really do 
need to read Caylie’s 
book to fully enjoy 
all the discoveries 
that she and her 
band of investigators made—and 
yes, there was a murder.  In fact, 
there is more, much, much more…

Because of the remarkable 
findings that came to light, the decision was made to 
put it all into a book, and this was financed by crowd-
funding. Indeed, interest has been shown in turning 
the story into a film. Paul Kelly’s song “From Little 
Things Big Things Grow” surely echoes what Caylie 
has achieved.

Journalists Hugh Lunn and Matthew Condon 
have given their support to the project and Caylie is 
certain that it will continue to grow.

One attendee at the meeting (JG) reported the 
next day: “I bought Caylie’s book, and went home and 
devoured it at a sitting. I finished in the early hours of 
this morning.”

So many links have been made with the history 
of Brisbane and its people, and it seems that more 
will be discovered through further investigation. 
For instance, the name Webster in the bank books 
proved to be connected with the family which began 
Websters Biscuits and the Shingle Inn. Indeed, who 
knew that Websters’ first factory was on the site of the 

Judith Wright Centre in Brunswick Street?
Even earlier connections with Milton 

involve Patrick Leslie, the famous Darling 
Downs settler, and his association with 
Ludwig Leichhardt.

In short, it was proof once more that 
there is a whole world to discover with 
the benefit of tools such as Google and 
Trove which offer so much assistance in 
unearthing the past. 

The online links which Caylie 
has established have given rise to friendships, 

community-building and most of all, joy in the 
serendipity of all their efforts. Many thanks, Caylie, 
for a most informative and lively address.

  It’s never crowded along the extra mile… Wayne Dyer

BY
Ann Sargeant

http://www.newfarmhistorical.org.au
https://twitter.com/NewFarmHistoric
https://www.facebook.com/newfarmhistorical/
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT  Ross Garnett    

It seems like only yesterday…

YOU may have viewed approvingly the four 
beautiful architecturally-matched houses 

in Moreton Street and wondered about the 
stories that they could tell. 

Our March meeting is the time to hear 
more about one of those lovingly restored 
homes. 

Why, this residence even has stained glass 
windows subtly incorporated into its garage so as 
to bring more light. It’s yet another indication of the 
thought that has gone into this renovation.

Be sure to come along on 23 March 
and hear Emma Golder tell the story 
of her home in Moreton Street. 

If you were among the 122 
present at our February meeting, 
you’ll understand why speaker 
Caylie Jeffery wrote in response: 
“What an amazing experience 
to speak to such a big group of 
engaged people!” 

“I loved every minute of it, 
and could have stayed talking to 
people for the rest of the weekend 
about their related stories…”

 Caylie has generously 
donated several copies 
of Under the Lino as lucky 
door prizes for our March 
meeting. Will you be lucky? 
Got to be there to win!

In June we will 
celebrate 25 years since 
the first meeting of the 
NFDHS. We have already 
launched our 25 years 

project about Corner Shops and we are looking 
for you to share your memories about where you 
shopped over the various decades for this research 

project. 
We have come a long way in 

25 years from the small band 
of pioneers who established 
this Society. How should we 
celebrate in June?

I look forward to your ideas 
and to receiving your stories 
about corner stores. 

You can never get enough of what you don’t want…

In the beginning: Thanks to NFDHS 
Member No. 4, Tony Cavallaro, for 
searching through his papers for this 
wonderful souvenir from the Society’s 
beginnings. Remarkable: Annual 
membership is still $10!  

UK VISITOR     

Treading the ancestral 
territory…

COMING the furthest to our 
February meeting was 18-year-old 

Sophie Gibbon (pictured). If the name 
rings a bell, then you’re thinking of 
James Gibbon (‘Street corner Jimmy’), 
Sophie’s 5g-granduncle who was a 
local politician and property magnate 
during the 1850-1880s.

On her post-school gap year, 
Sophie’s two-day visit to Brisbane 
offered her time enough to attend 
the Society’s monthly meeting. After 
that, it was off to Gibbon and James 
Streets for snapshots to email to 
her parents back home.

A highlight of the afternoon 
was standing on the verandah of 

Teneriffe House which her famous ancestor built in 1865.
“The history really is very interesting and I’m excited to look 

into it more when I reach England. I can’t say how welcomed I 
felt!” said Sophie.

Pointing the way: Sophie 
Gibbon on ground once 
owned by her ancestor.
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ONLY KIDDING     

President’s Report for 
2218: Early concept 
of ‘volunteer’ under 
scrutiny… 

IT gives me great pleasure to 
submit this report to the NFDHS 

which comprises some 1,500 
paid-up members. During the 
year we have found it necessary to 
make a modest rise in the annual 
membership fee to $2,000, whilst 
the afternoon tea charge has risen to 
$200 per person.

During the year the Society 
moved into its new auditorium 
and offices on the 75th floor of the 
Uniting Church Centre on Merthyr 
Road. This move was necessary with 
the average meeting attendance 
reaching 1,000 persons. 

Of great benefit has been the 
completion of the Automated 
Aerial Transport System (AATS), the 
co-operative venture connecting 
New Farm, the Brisbane CBD and 
Newstead’s Gasworks Precinct. 

This remarkable facility has 
brought many new faces into our 
society. For those of you who have 
not used it as yet, you will find it easy 
to negotiate.

Standing some 10m above the 
old road alignment, the system 
allows the capsule to travel on a 

laser beam. This 
means that no poles 
or hard wires are 
required. 

The other service 
connecting with 
our headquarters 
is the Uber-Drone. 
It offers a personal 
pickup service at 
your front door. 
You are seated and 
strapped into a 
lounge chair unit 
which delivers you to the destination 
of choice.

All of this has come about since 
the total ban on the ownership and 
operation of what used to be known 
as ‘cars’ in the whole of south-east 
Queensland.

Catering for our expanded 
afternoon teas has necessitated 
our increasing the full-time staff 
in this area to 100 people who 
are responsible for procurement, 
preparation, presentation and final 
clean-up at the end of the function. 

It is worth noting that this group 
has won the ‘Michelin Afternoon 
Tea Innovation Trophy’ for the fourth 
year running. Each team member 
now wears the well-earned Golden 
Spoon Badge. 

Our membership lists have finally 
been resolved with the introduction 
of digital HeadSpace Profiling and 
the soon-to-be-introduced Smile 
Recognition System.

Despite all of these 
innovative changes we 
still remain a happy, 
friendly group. We 
find that some of the 
members attending 
quite often actually 
know and speak to 
several others during the 
afternoon’s activities.

The president’s 
yearly salary is now set 
at $4.75M, a figure that 
attracts the best in its 
class. The president’s full 

time staff numbers 25. Unfortunately, 
those in the IT section still suffer 
from the DTs.

The last item to record is our 
research project for 2219. We have 
engaged international consultants 
Dice, Waterhut & Dooper at a fee of 
$1.1M to research how the society in 
2019 conducted its affairs. 

Initial enquiries have established 
that they used what were known 
as ‘volunteers’. These were unpaid 
persons who set up the meeting 
venue, prepared the afternoon tea 
and cleaned up afterwards. 

There was also a puzzling figure 
known as ‘the editor’ who put 
together a ‘monthly newsletter’ 
using primitive technology in 
comparison with today’s digital 
broadcast messaging. 

If any member has any records 
relating to those strange activities from 
200 years ago, please communicate 
telepathically with DW&D.

Jim 
MacDonald 
applies his 
imaginative 
telescope 
to the state 
of NFDHS 
200 years 
hence…

MARCH MEETING     

Intriguing story of a heritage home

WHO was the architect? What’s known 
about the residents during the last 124 

years? What gems of social history have been 
uncovered? Any tantalizing discoveries behind 
the wallpaper or in the cellar?

These are some of the many questions which 
have been asked of Emma and husband Andrew 
in the years that they’ve been living in one of 
those exquisite houses in Moreton Street.

Come to meet Emma (leadlighter, artist 
and antique collector) on Saturday 23 March, 
2-4pm, at Merthyr Road Uniting Church Centre. 
Afterwards, enjoy the sumptuous afternoon 
tea. Bring your friends and make new ones!

APRIL MEETING     

Coming home after war 

FOR our meeting closest to Anzac 
Day, we have invited Associate 

Professor Martin Crotty to talk about  
those returning home from war. 

We often hear about the battles 
fought and lives lost in the great 
wars, but we do not often think 
about how returnees adjusted to life 
at home.

Come to meet Martin on 
Saturday 27 April, 2-4pm, at Merthyr 
Road Uniting Church Centre. Be sure 
to arrive early! Afternoon tea will be 
provided. For more details, please 
phone 0409 498 402.

If I can’t make it through one door, I’ll go through another door — or indeed I’ll make a door!
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New Farm & Districts Historical Society Inc • The Office is located at the front of the Ron Muir Meeting Room,  
New Farm Library, right behind the green bench @ 135 Sydney Street. • Office Open Hours: Every Thursday 2-4pm

Postal Address: PO Box 1141 NEW FARM 4005 • Email: info@newfarmhistorical.org.au

President: Ross Garnett • Phone 3254 1449 • drgarn@bigpond.net.au   
Vice President: Phil Evans
Secretary: Phil Evans • Phone: 3254 0839 • pje1959@bigpond.net.au 
Treasurer: Denise Buckby

Committee: Austin Adams, Bernie Driessen,  
Malcolm Godfrey and Ben Wieland
Newsletter Editor: Gerard Benjamin  

• ggerardb@bigpond.net.au

Many Thanks to  
Claire Moore  

Senator for Queensland 1300 301 879  
for photocopying the newsletter

 Poster: Desley Garnett  Design & Layout: Gerard Benjamin Photography: Gerard Benjamin & Gayle Martin

The future depends on what we do in the present... – Ghandi

http://newfarmpark.com.au
mailto:  drgarn@bigpond.net.au
https://www.facebook.com/myvillagenewsbris/


Our	25	years	project!	

History	of	Shops	&	Businesses	in	New	Farm.	
How	did	the	many	corner	shops	and	businesses	in	New	Farm	(pre-
Supermarkets)	survive?		

It	was	a	very	different	time	when	people	walked	to	the	
shop,	the	butcher,	the	chemist,	the	doctor,	the	church	…….	
To	keep	this	project	manageable,	we	will	concentrate	on	
corner	stores	and	butcher	shops,	but	if	you	have	other	
relevant	stories	to	share,	we	can	keep	your	memories	in	our	
archives	until	this	part	of	the	project	is	completed	and	we	
move	onto	another	subject.		

We	are	enlisting	your	support	for	this	project.	

What	recollections	and	photos	do	you	have	of	shops	and	
businesses	in	New	Farm?	

Information	we	would	like	for	our	research	project	includes:	

• What	sort	of	business?	
• What	did	it	sell?	
• Was	it	family	run?	
• Where	was	it	located?	
• When	did	it	start?	
• When	did	it	finish?	
• Why	did	it	close?	
• Were	home	deliveries	offered?	
• How	were	stocks	replenished?	
• How	many	staff	and	who	were	they?	
• Family	or	employees?	
• Did	it	advertise?	
• Do	you	have	any	relevant	photos?	

We	will	confine	our	area	of	interest	to	the	4005	postcode	area	
bounded	by	Harcourt	St,	Chester	St,	Kingsholme	St	and	the	River,	
and	the	intention	is	to	gather	this	information	and	put	it	together	in	
a	presentation.	It	will	take	time	but	we	are	aiming	to	finalise	it	early	next	year.	We	will	
keep	you	informed	of	progress	along	the	way.	

What	should	you	do?		

• write	down	your	memories	and	bring	to	the	next	meeting	
• send	an	email	with	your	story	–	info@newfarmhistorical.org.au	
• ask	for	someone	to	interview	you	and	write	your	story	
• look	through	your	photos	for	anything	that	relates	to	corner	stores	–	it	might	

be	a	photo	of	the	store,	or	there	may	be	something	relevant	in	the	background	
(such	as	the	stack	of	goods	on	the	shelves	of	the	photo	here).	
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