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MARCH MEETING

Renovation on Moreton Street

E

MMA Golder spoke to over a
hundred attendees at our meeting
on Saturday 23 March. The power of her
professional presentation
lay in the passion she
exuded for this personal
project — the resurrecting
of her home at 28 Moreton
Street, New Farm, to its
former glory.
To those of us in the
audience, listening
to Emma speak was
like celebrating
a birthday;
when you take a
precious moment
to admire in awe
at how privileged
you are to have
turned out as
well as you have, after years of
adventures and misadventures.
Emma’s home is one such story. From a dwelling
near a horse paddock and stables to its present glory
saw a series of reinventions and accommodations
to the needs of subsequent eras. There came a point
in time when only a true lover of history could look
beyond the termites and dereliction and see the
grand old lady that huddled in the shadows.
The eyes and heart of a historian must truly be
the same as those of a lover of the arts. Yet, how easy
would it have been to raze it with a bulldozer and
build a 21st century piece of modern architecture? Ask
Emma. Much easier than reversing the aging process
or reincarnation. Yet these are the tasks she chose.

APRIL MEETING

Coping with home after war…
FOR our meeting soon after Anzac Day, our guest speaker
will be Associate Professor Martin Crotty to talk about
those returning home from war.
How do you reintegrate men after their service in a
World War? That was the challenge faced by Australia
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This labour of love is all
the more intense because of
Emma’s appreciation of her
home’s history. Built in 1896, this
exemplary federation home was
a successful endeavour
to lure affluent property Bernie BY
Driessen
owners from Melbourne
to Brisbane.
Over the decades, many of the lovely
leadlight and stained glass windows had
disappeared, so artistic Emma learnt the
art of making meaningful replacements.
She has one more window to go before
she can down tools and enjoy her
wonderful creation. Preserving the
home’s period features and charm
called for meticulous contemporary
renovations, and much of this work needed to be
outsourced. Plasterer No. 12 will hopefully soon
be able to deliver on the elaborate architraves. It’s
a dying art but there must be someone out there
in the universe who has refused to let it disappear.
Maybe Emma will need to learn that art form as
well.
Fortunately, Emma’s home is one of four in a row,
all built at the same time. As one of the others had
previously been lovingly restored, Emma was able
to glean valuable insights into structural features
and adornments that were so helpful in enabling her
project to come to fruition.
Of course, the love of old homes is not only about
the building. It’s the stories of the past inhabitants
that brings history alive. Oddly, it’s alive and well
in Emma’s home, with the ghost of a past resident
occupying space in the home he never wants to leave.
Emma knows that feeling so they’re a good match.
They’ll both be enjoying cups of tea together for
many years to come.
after WWI. We often hear about the
battles fought and lives lost in the great
wars, but we do not often think about
how returnees adjusted to life at home.
Come to meet Martin on Saturday 27
April, 2-4pm, at Merthyr Road Uniting
Church Centre. Afternoon tea will be
provided. For more details, please phone
0409 498 402.

Life must be understood backward… but it must be lived forward... – Kierkegaard
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MYSTERY CHINA BOWL

Puzzle for the glazing experts…

L

OCAL resident and society member John
Juratowitch and his wife recently received an
unusual gift from a West End dinner guest.
As John explained to listeners at the March
meeting, “The white crockery bowl in a cabbage
leaf shape was made in Slovakia and had a colour
image fired into the glaze.”
The scene is titled, “A Pretty View of New
Farm Brisbane Queensland” and shows a
smallish steam vessel in front of New Farm
Park’s circular tree-lined driveway. The Park was
established in 1913.
Had they heard of New Farm Park in Slovakia?
Was the illustration glazed in Australia onto blank
bowls which had been forwarded from Europe?
Eagle-eyed society member Paul Sneddon thinks
that he has identified the boat depicted on the plate.
“The craft looks very much like the steamer SS
Koopa, with its twin masts, twin funnels and open
bridge,” says Paul—who sent a photo of the Koopa
(see above right).
Experts who have compared the plate with
photos of the SS Koopa agree with Paul.

PLAQUE TOUR

#2 — Teneriffe Ferry

Passengers and goods have been ferried from this
spot at the end of Commercial Road since the early
1850s when both sides of the river came to be known
as Bulimba. A whole succession of river craft have
done the job, including the famous vehicular ferry
Hetherington, onto which you could also ride your
horse. Take a closer look next time you’re waiting for a
CityCat or a Cross River Ferry.

The SS Koopa was well-known among an earlier
generation of Brisbane residents who remember
taking day trips on it to Redcliffe and Bribie Island.
There are possibly people reading this newsletter
who well remember their excursions on this craft. In
November 1930 for instance, the Koopa took around
1,200 for the New Farm State School’s annual picnic
to Redcliffe for activities at Sutton’s Beach.
The SS Koopa was built in 1911 in Scotland and
was requisitioned by the navy for service during
WWII. The vessel was eventually decommissioned
in 1953 and then in 1960, was towed to a creek near
Pinkenba and later dismantled.

BRAZEN HEIST
Brunswick Hotel Theft:
A policeman dusts for
fingerprints in the week
before Christmas 1954,
after thieves made a
daring £750 safe haul
from the Brunswick
Hotel, leaving detectives
without a clue. In
one of the city’s most
audacious robberies,
thieves entered the
hotel between 1am and
6.30am and stole the
safe while the licensee
and guests slept. The
thieves entered the
building by forcing a
back door. They then
prised open a fanlight
above the office door
and escaped with the
safe through the front
door. Police were
convinced that the
burglary was wellplanned and that
the thieves were not
amateurs. The theft was
worth around $30,000 in
today’s money.

An invisible thread connects those who are destined to meet… Chinese Proverb
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Ross Garnett

Voting day opportunities

I

GUESS many of us had family members
who were in active service in World
War II and had stories to tell about their
experiences upon returning to everyday
life.
You may also have stories to tell
about the effect of World War I on the
men and women who served and their
reintegration challenges. Returning
home had its joys and difficulties.
At our meeting on 27 April, Assoc.
Professor Martin Crotty from UQ’s
School of Historical and Philosophical
Inquiry will help us to understand some of these
challenges, and the determination and lobbying of
many veterans to gain recognition and benefits.
If you have any photos or other memorabilia
from any war zone that you would like to share,
please bring them along with a short explanation to
accompany them on a display table.
Jim MacDonald and Ross Garnett have again been
invited to return to their old school to represent
the Society at the New Farm State School Anzac

Ceremony. Other members will also represent us at
several local ceremonies on ANZAC Day.
For the federal election on Saturday
18 May, the Society will mount a
display at the Merthyr Road Uniting
Church Centre since it will be used as a
polling station.
Voting days always provide a
wonderful opportunity to introduce
locals to the society—plus the photos
on display usually prove to have a
magnetic draw.
If you’d be happy to place your name
on the roster for the day, please see Ross
at the April meeting.
As you know, our Society is 25 years
old this year, and its inaugural General Meeting was
held on Saturday, 18 June at 2.30pm. Among the
society’s projected aims was this: “A newsletter will
be issued, and social get-togethers will take place
with an historic theme.”
I’m sure that the original Steering Committee of
Maureen Baillier, Patricia Whyte, Penny Davies and
Bob Ferguson would be delighted with what has
resulted from all of their foundational work.

MAY MEETING

Grand house then cathedral site…

O

NCE upon a time, a grand house named Dara
stood overlooking Fortitude Valley just across
from All Hallows School.
The account of Dara and how the site became
known as Cathedral Place will be the subject of our
post-election meeting in
May.
The guest speaker
will be Archdiocesan
Archivist, Fr Denis
Martin, author of the
recent impressive
book, A Hill in the
Valley: Dara and the
Holy Name Cathedral.
It is an intriguing story, well supported by the
dramatis personae who include: William Augustine
Duncan (Duncan Street), TC Beirne, Patrick Mayne,
George Wilkie Gray (Gray Street, New Farm), Bishops
James Quinn and Robert Dunne, and of course,
Archbishop James Duhig.
Come to meet Fr Denis on Saturday, 25 May,
2-4pm, at Merthyr Road Uniting Church Centre.
Afternoon tea will be provided. Arrive early! For
more details, please phone 0409 498 402.

Dig the well before you are thirsty… Chinese Proverb
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25 YEARS PROJECT

Shopping for memories,
about shopping...

I

N this Newsletter in September 2008,
we reported a conversation with
Brian Hjelm who grew up in New Farm
in the late 1940s…
It was usual for the children to run
errands for their mothers and Brian
was no exception. He regularly went
to Stewarts Grocers, Rayner’s butcher
shops, Feltham’s Newsagency, and the
Tropical Fruit Shop in Merthyr Road.
Stewarts was next door to Rayners’
second butcher shop. He recalls that
home deliveries from the grocer cost
one shilling, however orders over ten
shillings were delivered free.
It is a charming recollection—and
we are wondering if you have similar
memories. If you do, we would love
to hear from you so as to help gather
information for our 25 Years Project.
Just think, all through the first
half of the 20th century, there were
no supermarkets. There was not a car
at every house, nor was there a big
refrigerator in every house. That’s why
the corner store just down the road
was so essential.
The current rapid rise in the home
delivery of all manner of things is not
new! Brian said that in his day, if you
spent over 10 shillings, delivery of your Tracking the shops: As you can see from Stuart Wallace’s detailed layout, here
groceries was free—but then, so was
are the shops in Brunswick Street alone. There were plenty more in the suburb.
bread, fruit and vegetables, meat, ice, Which ones do you remember? We’re keen for you to tell us what you recall, even
and the list goes on. Can you remember if it’s a lot or a little. (Below left: The ‘Little Larder’ shop in Moray Street in 1950)
the names of these merchants and
ARCHITECTS
where their shop was?
If you have some thoughts on the shops and
businesses in New Farm, please write down what
you remember about who, when, what and where.
ARCHITECT Thomas Ramsay Hall
(1879-1950) is best known for his work
You could also pop down to our offices next to the
on Brisbane’s City Hall, but he was
Library on a Thursday afternoon and we could have
also involved (with L.B. Phillips) in the
someone sit with you and talk about it.

Good design survives in Elystan Road

design of New Farm projects, including
Elystan Flats in 1932-33.
Hall & Phillips’ commissions
included the Masonic Temple and St Andrew’s
Uniting Church, both in Ann Street, Brisbane, as well as the
distinctive Art Deco addition to McWhirter’s.
Elystan Flats is compromised of seven apartments, and
the builder was George Day, jun. The address was worthy
of inclusion in Brisbane’s Social Pages in 1933: “Mr. and
Mrs. John M’Robert will take up residence to-day at Elystan
Court.” In 1950, the whole block sold for £14,000.

When the winds of change blow, some people build walls and others build windmills… Chinese Proverb
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What you do not wish for yourself, do not do to others… Confucius
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MONTHLY HISTORY COLUMN from
MY VILLAGE NEWS April 2019

Learning is a treasure that will follow its owner ever ywhere… Chinese Proverb

The ship's company of S-44,
sister sub to S-37, assembled on
her foredeck in New Farm.

