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to our soldiers and nurses
when they were sent away to
battle. There needed to be a
“commonality” though, on their
OURTESY of Stewart Free on the new
return after the displacement
keyboard, a rousing and sentimental
and demobilisation that war
medley of Anzac-inspired tunes welcomed
BY
had created for them and
Malcolm Godfrey
almost 100 attendees to our April meeting.
their families, as well as the
Ross introduced Carl Saffigna to talk
communities at home in Australia.
about his excellently presented book,
The challenges of this tragic aftermath
Half a World Away, which is based on
of conflict were to encompass health
interviews with Italian families who had
“Australia
rehabilitation, rehousing, retraining, reimmigrated here following the wars.
seems to have employment and being aware of the major
Most of the families which Carl
done more for effect on veterans and their families from this
canvassed had settled in the Redlands
lost time at war — not forgetting that this
its returned
and Brisbane’s bayside suburbs. The book
came at such a crucial, formative stage in the
offers valuable insights into the lives of
veterans of
family and social settings of these young men
these hardworking citizens. The account
wars than
and women.
highlights their bravery, joys, adjustments
The fact that they were the survivors, and
almost
and hardships, while preserving their
not on Rolls of Honour of the fallen or on
any other
‘voice’. It is great reading which I can
Honour Boards and citations, was significant;
recommend personally.
country…”
but veterans, both privates and officers, were
We then appreciated a very well
still seen as victims in many cases.
researched talk by Associate Professor
Many books have been written about this
Martin Crotty, a lecturer at the University of
history, e.g. Shattered Anzacs (Marina Larsson) or
Queensland. His subject, “Returning Home from
Homefront Hostilities (Elizabeth Nelson). Fictional
War—the Veteran Challenge”, was particularly topical portrayals include George Johnston’s My Brother Jack.
as the meeting was the first since our 104th ANZAC
They touch on domestic violence in interwar family
Day commemorations.
situations.
Assoc. Prof. Crotty gave a telling insight into the
The speaker gave us great insights into the RSL’s
transition to peace, and the difficulties for returning
negotiations with the government aimed at gaining
veterans of these conflicts, which varied from fields
benefits for the returning servicemen.
of war in desert conditions to tropical rain-drenched
He offered an insightful comparison between
countries, from undersea and sea conflicts to air
Australia’s response compared with those of the
battles and freezing mud-soaked climates on the
United Kingdom, USA and
CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
Western front—all conditions and places unknown
other involved countries.

Three cheers for the RSL…

C

MAY MEETING

Dara and the Holy Name Cathedral

T

his story begins when the first Dara (pictured right)
became the home of Brisbane’s first Catholic Archbishop.
Later, there was a second Dara, and then the idea for a grand
cathedral arose.
To hear more, you’re invited to our May meeting when
the guest speaker will be Archdiocesan Archivist, Fr Denis
Martin, author of the recent impressive book, A Hill in the
Valley: Dara and the Holy Name Cathedral.

It is an intriguing story which features
well-known names such as TC Beirne, Patrick
Mayne, George Wilkie Gray (Gray Street, New
Farm), and of course, Archbishop James
Duhig.
Come to meet Fr Denis
on Saturday, 25 May, 2-4pm,
at Merthyr Road Uniting
Church Centre. Afternoon
tea will be provided. Be sure
to arrive early!

The secret of getting things done is to act! — Dante
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We heard some history of the RSSILA (Returned
Soldiers and Sailors Imperial League of Australia)—
later the RSL—and its intense lobbying with the
government of Billy Hughes. The outcome was that
Australian veterans were generally better treated
than those of any other country in the world.
As a government-funded but self-administering
organisation, the RSL oversaw rehousing and
generous home loans, furniture grants, vocational
training, tools grants, health needs assessed and
helped, war gratuities for limbless and disabled
servicemen, and preferential appointments to Public
Service positions.
The benefits were seen as controversial and
termed ‘Welfare Apartheid’ by some, considering that
one-fifth of the government budget of the day was
apportioned to veterans’ benefits.
In the Crotty and Edele study of 2013, the theory as
to why these benefits were more generous than other
European countries (e.g. Russia and Germany) were
considered. Relevant factors included: Australians were
volunteers, not conscripts; Australians were on the
winning side; the strength and unity of the Australian
veterans’ organisations; ours is a democratic
government; there were fewer civilian deaths and
sacrifices; Australia had more prosperity after the
conflicts (e.g. Russia’s economy was devastated); plus
there were strong fears of veteran activism.

PLAQUE TOUR

#3 — Tram Shelter Shed
IT’S 50 YEARS since trams travelled to New Farm along
both routes, the one to New Farm Park and the other
to New Farm Wharf. The terminus of the latter was in
Macquarie Street on the spot where Kin & Co Cafe is
located (next to the Hastings Street steps).
Next time you’re passing the old tram shelter shed
(corner of Gray Street and Merthyr Road), think of the
innumerable thousands who travelled by tram from
that spot…

The speaker concluded by stating that Australia
seems to have done more for its returned veterans of
wars than any other country (with the exception of
the 1944 GI Bill in the USA). While more veterans were
repatriated smoothly, there were always cases where,
sadly, nothing could be done to alleviate the effects
of atrocities and dislocation felt by those who were
victims of these dreadful years.
Among the many questions was one which related
to how women were affected in post-war years. For
instance, the ratio of men to women, along with
poor living standards during the depression and
diminished employment opportunities, affected
women’s prospects of marrying and having families
(as was the expectation of the times),
The attendees were very responsive to Assoc.
Prof. Crotty’s comprehensive talk and thanked him,
via hearty applause, for giving of his valuable time
and knowledge.

THE NEWSREELS

‘Old news’ hits the spot at meetings

T

he newsreel shown at the
beginning of our April
meeting included FieldMarshall Montgomery taking
the German surrender in 1945,
a subject well in keeping with
the Anzac theme.
The three-minute newsreels
have become a popular part
of each meeting and the credit for their compilation
goes to society member, Stuart Wallace.
The society has a set of DVDs containing over 800
minutes of footage. According to Stuart, selecting from
this means good and bad news.
“Good news because there’s a wealth from which
to choose, and bad news because it’s hard to stop
watching material which is so interesting. That means
putting together each ‘episode’ might take twice as
long,” he said.
Stuart typically spends an hour to select and edit a
three-minute segment.
“It’s really a lot of fun, especially if I can find stories
either relevant to the speaker’s topic or coinciding with
the calendar.
“It has also been a marvellous learning opportunity,
since I’ve had to master a new video-editing app.”
Thanks, Stuart, from all of us…
MESSAGE TO THE EDITOR: On behalf of our regular table
at the monthly meetings, I would like to thank the Office
Bearers, Committee Members, Members and Volunteers,
who make the afternoon so interesting and pleasant
month after month. We recognise the commitment and
hard work of all involved and wish to say an extra big
‘thank you’. It is always a most enjoyable experience.

— Sincerely, Penny Brown, Hamilton

Remember today... for it is the beginning of always. — Dante
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Ross Garnett

Twenty-fifth anniversary looms…

N

EXT month we will be celebrating the 25th
anniversary of the start of the
New Farm and Districts Historical
Society. That is not old considering
that New Farm was one of the first
settled areas outside of Brisbane
Central. Thankfully, David Hinchliffe
recognized that the history of
the area should be gathered and
preserved as our Society by-line
says “Gathering information from
the past … preserving it for the
future”.
Were you involved in the
society in the early days? If so, we would
love to receive a couple of paragraphs for the next
newsletter.
I believe the meetings were first held in the New
Farm Library, then in the Ron Muir Room. That room
can hold 30 people, so when the number of attendees
swelled past that, we began meeting in our present
location at the Uniting Church Centre—which
has provided us the opportunity to increase our

connectedness over afternoon tea in the courtyard.
It would be great if we could have a sentence or
two from many people to reflect on memories of
the society over the years. Please write down your
memories and give them to Gerard or myself at the
meeting on 25th May.
For instance, what do you think have been
the most memorable topics over the years,
and which speakers would you like to see
invited back?
Many of us remember going to the city in
the tram from New Farm and passing the large
block of land that was the planned site of the
Holy Name Cathedral.
There were many theories at the time as to
why it was never built. Historian Fr
Denis Martin will set us straight, so
there will be no more conspiracy
stories after our meeting on 25 May.
Come along and hear the real
account about this site and learn why
the cathedral was never built.
Author: Carl Saffigna, author of Half a World
Away, a book based on interviews with
immigrant Italian families, can be contacted
at <carljanissaffigna@bigpond.com>.

FROM THE NEWSPAPERS

Three days racing, 173 years ago…

T

HE Annual Meeting of the Moreton Bay Racing
Club, took place at the Race Course, New Farm, on
Tuesday and two following days in the past week.
The attendance on the course was not only
numerous but boasting more than an average of
respectability. The sun shone brightly, and, judging
from the happy faces of the holiday folks, it was
evident that all came there to enjoy themselves.
The greater part of the assembled throng
consisted of pedestrians, who like ourselves, chose to
make use of that far-famed animal known as Shanks’
mare for the occasion.
There was a goodly number of the fair sex dressed
out in holiday attire, which with the bright costumes
of the gentleman-jockeys, gave a most animated
appearance to the scene. It only wanted a band of
music to add to the harmony of the proceedings, and
make the mirth and excitement complete.
Some of the booths were gaily decorated with
flags; others with drapery; while the less ambitious
were ornamented with the productions of nature,
which gave them a rustic appearance.
The spread at the several tables was very
substantial, and ample justice was done to the many
good things provided for the visitors. — Moreton Bay
Courier, 20 June 1846, p. 2.

Age imprints more wrinkles in the mind than it does on the face. — de Montaigne
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BCHS MEETING

JUNE MEETING

THE next meeting of the Brisbane Catholic Historical
Society is at 5.30pm on Tuesday 4 June.

This suburb’s crime past…

THE subject will be the history of the Sacred Heart School
at Sandgate, and the presenters will be Mr Julian Cotter &
Mrs Angela Hennessey.

N

EW Farm hasn’t always been the suburb that
rates a nine out of 10 for tranquillity. Go back
30 or more years and the reaction was likely to
THE meeting will take place in the Hanly Room of the
be, “New Farm? Why on earth would you want to
Francis Rush Centre beside St Stephen’s Cathedral,
live there?”
Elizabeth Street, Brisbane. For more information, email:
What they really
secretarybchs@gmail.com.
meant of course was,
“What about the
BHG: 18 MAY
unsavoury characters,
the shady dealings, the
houses of ill-repute,
“HOUSE HISTORIES” is a seminar that is a must for those
and the occasional
of us who want to know how to
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‘Crime in New Farm’ is the topic of the
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tember 2018
Saturday, 15 Sep
grew up or which they
Society’s June meeting. The speaker is to be
now own or live in.
journalist Matt Condon who has written the
SATURDAY
THE seminar is to be
18 MAY
definitive account of an era that changed
Auditorium 2,
held on Saturday,
Level 2, State
Queensland society.
of
Library
Queensland
18 May 2019 at the
Matthew is well placed to offer details about
State Library’s Auditorium
how
‘colourful’ this suburb used to be, in
2. The event begins at
comparison
with today’s profound gentility.
8.45am and runs through until 2pm.
Be
sure
to
arrive early for the meeting on
THE speakers include: Caylie Jeffries, Carmel Black,
Saturday 22 June, 2-4pm, at Merthyr Road Uniting
Helen Bennett, Stephanie Ryan, Annabel Lloyd, and a
Church Centre. Afternoon tea will be provided.
representative from the Department of Environment
Tell your friends that all are welcome.
and Science Heritage Branch. RSVP: <BHG4000@
Sat 18 May
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Wharves, ferry, storage tanks…

I

T’S hard to believe that during the 1930-40s, this
spot in New Farm stored more than 1.2 million
gallons of petroleum, as shown in this portion of
a remarkable photo (late 40s, early 50s) posted
by Rosemary Gilliland. That’s HMAS Moreton on
the left, and the Hawthorne ferry terminal is just
in front of the tanks. The petroleum belonged to

Commonwealth Oil Refineries (COR). Tankers docked
to discharge their loads at New Farm Wharf (just out
of the photo to the right), after which a road tanker
fleet distributed the motor spirit under Dalgety and
Co. Ltd’s agency. The storage tanks were removed by
1953 and the site is now occupied by One Macquarie
apartments. Meanwhile, just out of the photo to
the left is the historic house Amity. Thanks to Ron
Altmann, founder of the Facebook site ‘New Farm
History’, for bringing this photo to our attention.

The finest souls are those that have the most variety and suppleness… – de Montaigne
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Secretary: Phil Evans • Phone: 3254 0839 • pje1959@bigpond.net.au
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• ggerardb@bigpond.net.au

I quote others only in order the better to express myself… – de Montaigne
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MONTHLY HISTORY COLUMN from
MY VILLAGE NEWS May 2019
The most certain sign of wisdom is cheerfulness… — de Montaigne

